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Top Five Violations in the 
Biotech/R&D Industry



Objectives
Awareness of the most common violations

• Easily overlooked
• Misunderstood
• Difficult to track

Provide a refresher on the requirements
• Summary and generalization

Assist you in maintaining compliance
• Explanations
• Tips

Remember: Achieving compliance is different for every facility.



Definitions
Acronym Meaning

EPIC+ Education, Process Improvements, Compliance for Environmental Risk Reduction

CUPA Certified Unified Program Agency

CERS California Environmental Reporting System

HMBP Hazardous Materials Business plan

EPA Environmental Protection Agency

HSC Health and Safety Code (CA)

CCR California Code of Regulations

MWMA Medical Waste Management Act (CA)

DTSC California Department of Toxic Substances Control

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

UPFP Unified Program Facility Permit



Top Violations: #5 (A and B)
A. Chemical inventory incomplete or not submitted in CERS. 

[HSC 25505(a)(1); 25507(a); 25508.1(a-b); 19 CCR 26]

B. Failed to report &/or update the required inventory 
information for hazardous waste(s) generated at the 
facility in CERS [SDCC 68.904(a)(2)]
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HMG-4020%20(02-
2020)%20Lab%20Pack%20CERS%20Reporting%20Guidance.pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HMG-4020%20(02-2020)%20Lab%20Pack%20CERS%20Reporting%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/HMG-4020%20(02-2020)%20Lab%20Pack%20CERS%20Reporting%20Guidance.pdf


Top Violations: #4
Failed to Obtain &/Or Maintain an Active EPA ID Number. 
[22 CCR 66262.12(a)]

EPA ID prefix definition guide found on DTSC Website

https://dtsc.ca.gov/epa-id-numbers-fs/
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Top Violations: #4

https://evq.dtsc.ca.gov/Documents/user_guide.pdf

Failed to Obtain &/Or Maintain an Active EPA ID Number. 
[22 CCR 66262.12(a)]

https://evq.dtsc.ca.gov/Documents/user_guide.pdf


Top Violations: #3
Failed to properly label/date hazardous waste container &/or 
tank [22 CCR 66262.34(f)]
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1. Words “HAZARDOUS WASTE”

2. Name and address of the 
facility

3. HW accumulation start date 

4. Composition of the HW 

5. Physical state of the HW

6. Hazard classification
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Top Violations: #2
Initial &/or annual employee training not conducted &/or employee 
training records not available or not maintained for 3 years 
[HSC 25505(a)(4); 19 CCR 2659(b)]



Top Violations: #2
Initial &/or annual employee training not conducted &/or employee 
training records not available or not maintained for 3 years 
[HSC 25505(a)(4); 19 CCR 2659(b)]



Top Violations: #2
Initial &/or annual employee training not conducted &/or employee 
training records not available or not maintained for 3 years 
[HSC 25505(a)(4); 19 CCR 2659(b)]



Top Violations: #1
HMBP not certified as complete and accurate in CERS by the required 
due date. [HSC 25508.2, 19 CCR 2654(b)]
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Violations: #1
HMBP not certified as complete and accurate in CERS by the required 
due date. [HSC 25508.2, 19 CCR 2654(b)]



Violations: #1

6-17-21 is the most recent COMPLETE HMBP Submittal (Facility, Inventory, Plans); Based on the date the oldest HMBP 
submittal element was accepted.

HMBP not certified as complete and accurate in CERS by the required 
due date. [HSC 25508.2, 19 CCR 2654(b)]
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Submittal – 6/17/2021

Certified – 3/1/2022

Certified – 2/17/2023
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Violations: #1
HMBP not certified as complete and accurate in CERS by the required 
due date. [HSC 25508.2, 19 CCR 2654(b)]

*Note: Submittals can count as your recertification but not the other way around



Violations: Honorable Mention
Unified Program Facility Permit Not Obtained &/Or Maintained 
(SDCC 68.905, 68.906, 68.907)



Violations: Honorable Mention

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh
/hazmat/hmd_permits.html

FY23-24 Approved Fees.pdf (sandiegocounty.gov)

Unified Program Facility Permit Not Obtained &/Or Maintained 
(SDCC 68.905, 68.906, 68.907)

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/hmd_permits.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/hmd_permits.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/doing_business/pdf/FY23-24%20Approved%20Fees.pdf


Questions?
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