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Airport Response

 SAFETY: County of San Diego as owner and operator of the airport is 
responsible to maintaining and safe and efficient airport in accordance 
with all Federal, State, City and County regulations. 

 NOISE: In an effort to minimize aircraft noise impacts on the community, 
the County has established a Voluntary Noise Abatement Program (VNAP).  
The VNAP routings are recommendations to Visual Flight Rule (VFR) 
aircraft that were coordinated with the FAA but were not formally 
recognized or accepted by the FAA as official air traffic control (ATC) 
procedures.  Instrument Flight Rule (IFR) aircraft are always under the 
heading and altitude command of the FAA air traffic controllers. It is 
important to note that the VNAP cannot be made directive to the FAA or 
pilots and because of safety, traffic sequence, or weather factors, etc., the 
FAA air traffic control instructions and pilot requests will have precedence 
over the VNAP. 



Airport Response: 
Palomar staff provides the number of VNAP “QUIET HOURS” operations to 
the public during the bi-monthly PAAC meetings.

Palomar Airport sends out VNAP Violation Letters to All Aircraft that 
operate during Palomar’s VNAP “QUIET HOURS”.



Total Operations per month and VNAP operation percentage per month breakdown



San Diego  FSDO   858-502-9882



Airport has No Comment on Questions D

Airport has No Comment on Questions E



We work with the City to ensuring compatible land development 
through zoning within the Airport Influence Area.

 Palomar has established a VNAP program and uses a state-of-the-art  
Airport noise/operations monitoring system built on decades of 
experience managing complex airport noise issues and engagement 
with communities. The system currently has 4 noise microphones. 



What are Palomar’s Best Practices

 Airport staff makes every effort to educate pilots regarding noise 
abatement by providing local and transient pilots with an informational 
program consisting of speaker's presentations, brochures,  airport  
signage,  web sites, direct mailings,  notification in manuals and 
providing information to flight schools to follow the VNAP.

 Airport staff also regularly engage current and prospective resident 
seeking to understand the aircraft noise and steps that can be taken 
to minimize its effects. Staff also educate resident on how to use 
Palomar’s WebTrak system so that they may submit their concerns. 



Balanced Approach to Aviation Noise
 The Federal Government:
The national air transportation exists today primarily through Federal legislation 
and every facet is governed by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
regulations. The FAA exercises control of aircraft noise through noise emission 
standards, air traffic control, pilot and flight regulations and noise compatibility 
studies. 

 Aircraft & Engine Manufacturers:
Aircraft & Engine manufacturers are charged with building aircraft that are safe 
and comply with Federal noise regulations. 

 Airport Operator: 
The airport is responsible for promoting noise abatement procedures and 
ensuring compatible land development through zoning and stipulations within the 
Airport Influence Area. Airports have no authority to govern aircraft operators 
while in the air but are the local point of contact for noise complaints.



Balanced Approach to Aviation Noise
 Local Governments:
Ensuring compatible land development through zoning and stipulations 
within the Airport Influence Area.

 Pilots/Aircraft Operators:
Aircraft operators are responsible for operating their aircraft safely, while 
in compliance with Federal Aviation Regulations governing flight and Air 
Traffic Control (ATC) instructions. Fly Quieter Aircraft. Follow airport 
published noise abatement procedures.

 Residents:
Current and prospective residents in areas surrounding or near airports 
should seek to understand the aircraft noise and steps that can be taken 
to minimize its effects. Prospective home buyers should research the 
location of airports, flight paths and determine if aircraft noise affects 
their quality of life.



Airport has No Comment on Question A



Airport has No Comment on Question B



Airport has No Comment on Question C

Airport has No Comment on Question D



Airport has No Comment on Question E



Airports Response:

 In 2019/2020 a Voluntary Noise Abatement Procedures VNAP subcommittee was 
established made up of an Airport Support staff, Airport users and community 
members in order to build a rapport and look at local community concerns. 

 Additionally, Palomar has established a VNAP program and uses a state-of-the-
art  Airport noise/operations monitoring system built on decades of experience 
managing complex airport noise issues and engagement with communities. 



Airport has No Comment on Question A



Airport does not track Airport Operations by Airports Reference Code (ARC)

Airport has No Comment on Question B



Step 1. County Airport must have an Approved ALP with project seeking funding on 
the ALP

Step 2. Seek FAA Funding - If a proposed airport improvement or development 
requires a federal action by the FAA it must adhere to NEPA. 



(A) In 2006, a FAR Part 150 Study Update was completed by the County of San 
Diego for McClellan-Palomar Airport to identify land use compatibility and noise 
issues surrounding the Airport. The study determined that McClellan-Palomar 
Airport is not a noise impacted airport because the Community Noise 
Equivalency Level (CNEL) 65 dB contour does not extend into noise-sensitive 
areas surrounding the Airport.     



 In 2018 and again in 2021 a noise analysis completed as part of the 
accompanying Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) indicates that noise 
levels have actually decreased around the Airport over the past 20 years, due to 
reduced number of aircraft operations and newer, quieter aircraft using the 
Airport.

 The expected value obtained from a new study would not justify the expense.  
Updates of noise data is available at no additional expense from other sources 
and studies.  Part 150 information is available on the airport website. Also, the 
Part 150, by regulation, only mitigates noise within the 65CNEL.

(A) In 2006, a FAR Part 150 Study Update was completed by the County of San 
Diego for McClellan-Palomar Airport to identify land use compatibility and noise 
issues surrounding the Airport. The study determined that McClellan-Palomar 
Airport is not a noise impacted airport because the Community Noise Equivalency 
Level (CNEL) 65 dB contour does not extend into noise-sensitive areas 
surrounding the Airport.     



(B) County Airports does work with City to ensuring compatible land 
development through zoning within the Airport Influence Area.



(c) The County would seek an amendment to amend CUP-172 for any change in 
the existing Airport Reference Cod (ARC) as shown on an ALP from B-II to 
something greater (i.e., B-III or higher). 

Please reference Palomar’s Airport Master plan Para graph 2.10.3 Zoning which can 
found on page 2-2-35.



Airport has No Comment on Question D

Airport has No Comment on Question E



Palomar Airport has established a

 VNAP program and uses a state-of-the-art  Airport noise/operations monitoring system built on decades of 
experience managing complex airport noise issues and engagement with communities. The system currently 
has 4 noise microphones. 

 Airport staff makes every effort to educate pilots regarding noise abatement by providing local and transient 
pilots with an informational program consisting of speaker's presentations, brochures,  airport  signage,  
web sites, direct mailings,  notification in manuals and providing information to flight schools to follow the 
VNAP.

 Palomar airport is also working on developing an Airport Flight Data DASHBOARD for the community to use 
and research aircraft operations and trends



(B) Palomar Airport will continue to engage the pilot community advising them of 
the noise sensitive areas around the airport and educating pilots on all aspects 
of the VNAP. 



 Airport staff makes every effort to educate pilots regarding noise abatement by 
providing local and transient pilots with an informational program consisting of 
speaker's presentations, brochures,  airport  signage,  web sites, direct mailings,  
notification in manuals and providing information to flight schools to follow the 
VNAP.

 See next slide which is a one small example of how pilot outreach has kept Quite 
Hour Operation below 1% of total operations. 
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