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I. PURPOSE 
                

To establish procedures for Fireline Paramedic response from and to agencies within or outside of 
San Diego County when requested through the statewide Fire and Rescue Mutual Aid System, and 
to respond to and provide Advanced Life Support (ALS) care on the Fireline at wildland fires and 
on large-scale incidents. 

 
  

II. AUTHORITY: Health and Safety Code, Division 2.5, Sections 1797.204 and 1797.220; 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Sections 100165 and 100167; and California Fire 
Service and Rescue Emergency Mutual Aid System, Mutual Aid Plan. 

 
          
III. DEFINITION(S) 

Fireline Paramedic:  A Paramedic who meets all pre-requisites established by FIRESCOPE and 
is authorized by their department to provide ALS treatment on the fireline. 

FIRESCOPE (Firefighting Resources of Southern California Organized for Potential 
Emergencies): The organization/program of the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal 
EMA) Advisory Board and the organization/program of FIRESCOPE are to deal with mutual aid, 
cooperative agreements, and fire/rescue regional policy issues and to advise the Secretary of Cal 
EMA in matters of statewide importance. 

 

IV. PRINCIPLES 
 

A. When authorized by the Incident Commander or designee at an incident, a Paramedic may 
utilize the scope of practice established and approved by the County of San Diego, Emergency 
Medical Services (CoSD EMS). 

 
B. These guidelines are not intended to replace existing regional EMS policies or circumvent the 

established response of EMS in the local County. 
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C. Upon initial request by an agency for the Fireline Paramedic support, the sending provider 
agency shall notify CoSD EMS via email with the following information: (email address: 
EMSnotifications@sdcounty.ca.gov)   
1. First and last name of the Paramedic 
2. The State Paramedic number 
3. The name and location of the incident where they are being sent 

Upon assignment completion, the provider agency shall also notify CoSD EMS via email of 
the Paramedic’s return. 

 
D. Upon arrival on scene, the Fireline Paramedic is expected to check in and obtain a briefing from 

the Logistics Section Chief, the Medical Unit Leader, or Incident Commander. 

 
 
V. POLICY 

 
A. Under the authority of State regulations, a Paramedic may render ALS care during emergency 

operations as long as the following conditions are met: 
1. The Paramedic is currently licensed by the State of California and is accredited by an EMS 

within California. 
2. The Paramedic is currently employed with an ALS provider and possesses the requisite 

wildland fireline skills and equipment. 
3. The Paramedic does not exceed the scope of practice or medical control policies as 

established by their County of origin. 
 
B. The San Diego County Fireline Paramedic shall function within the CoSD EMS policies, 

procedures, and protocols. Paramedics shall follow the current communication failure policy 
(CoSD EMS Policy P-405 “Communications Failure”). 

 
C. Continuous Quality Assurance (QA) and Improvement activities shall be in accordance with 

current CoSD EMS policies. 
 

D. Documentation of patient care shall be in accordance with CoSD EMS Policy S-601 
“Documentation Standards and Transferal of Prehospital Care Record (PCR) Information” and 
records will be submitted to CoSD EMS upon completion of assigned duty. All ALS contacts 
require documentation via an approved method and documentation of all ALS contacts shall be 
reviewed through the agency’s approved QA process. 

 



San Diego County Emergency Medical Services Office 
Policy / Procedure / Protocol 

 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT – FIRELINE PARAMEDIC 7/1/2024 
Policy: P-430 Page 3 of 3 

DISCLAIMER: PRINTED COPIES ARE FOR REFERENCE ONLY. PLEASE REFER TO THE ELECTRONIC COPY FOR THE LATEST VERSION. 
 

E. Any QA issues identified in the review process require notification of CoSD EMS for resolution. 
It shall be the decision of CoSD EMS if the situation warrants notification of the host local EMS 
agency (LEMSA). 

 
F. Minimum ALS inventory required is listed in CoSD EMS Policy S-804 “First Responder 

Inventory“. This inventory shall be provided by the Paramedic’s home agency. 
 

G. All controlled substances shall be obtained, secured, and inventoried as referenced in CoSD 
EMS Policy S-400 “Management of Controlled Substances for ALS Agencies”. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


