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ADULT COUNCIL SUMMARY NOTES 
June 13, 2022 | 11:00 am – 12:30 pm| Virtual 

Members in Attendance: Mary Ellen Baraceros (Pathways), Vianey Del Real Ochoa (MHS), Antoinette Fallon (CC), Laurel Fisher (RII)), 
Piedad Garcia (BHS-AOA), Gwen Jajou (Optum), Jeffrey Najarian (WH), Diego Rogers (MHCA), Stacy Thompson (RIHS), Marisa Varond 
(CADRE),  

Non-Members in Attendance: Donovan Ackley III (RIHS), Janet Cacho (BHS-CDO), Robert Cook (HH), Amanda Downing (MHS), Andrea 
Duron (BHS-AOA), Alisha Eftekhari (BHS-AOA), Amanda Farr (), Natanya Glezer (BHS-AOA), Betsy Knight (BHS-AOA), Francisca Martinez 
BHS-AOA), Kate McDonald (UCSD-CASRC), Elizabeth Miles (BHS-QI), Bernie Miles (CSH), Danyte Mockus-Valenzuela (BHS-PCE), Topacio 
Nguyen (BHS-AOA), Melissa Penaflor (NAMI), Brenda Preston (BHS-AOA), Phuong Quach (BHS-AOA), Claire Riley (BHS-AOA), James 
Rucker (RII),Simonne Ruff (CSH), George Scolari (CHG), Elizabeth Strout (BHS-AOA), Steven Tally (UCSD-HSRC), Anna Trout (). 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY ACTION 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
(Co-Chairs) 

   

• Meeting called to order at 11:00 AM by Jeffrey Najarian.   

II. Review May 2022 Summary 
Notes and approve (Co-
Chairs) 

• Council members reviewed summary notes. No changes noted.  

III. Public Input 
 

• Public input provided by Jeffrey Najarian.   

IV. Director’s Update (Dr. Piedad 
Garcia) 

 
 

MCRT (Mobile Crisis Response Team) 
• MCRT has been implemented in all regions through the Access & 

Crisis line and referrals from Law Enforcement. 
• Law Enforcement referrals began about 6 months ago. 
• Continue to have the logistic meetings with Law Enforcement and 

continue to have the Policy meeting every other month.  
• BHS had the opportunity to host Cook County Health from Chicago 

and visit MCRT, site visits, and tour the Crisis Stabilization Units 
(CSU). 

Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU) 
• CSU in Oceanside is open for business. Contractor is Exodus.  
• BHS began the design and development for the East County CSU. 

BHS Update 
• Dr. Garcia would like to thank Recovery International for their years 

of work with Peer Support Specialist in the community.  
• Monday, June 20th the County of San Diego will be celebrating 

Juneteenth, celebration of freedom from slavery, and will be 
implemented as an observed holiday.  

 

V. Community Experience 
Partnership (Dr. Kate 
McDonald and Dr. Steven 
Tally) 

 

 The Community Experience Partnership and Dashboard Presentation  
• See PowerPoint attached.  
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FY21/22 Goals 

• Collaborate with CCRT to examine and address health care disparities and social determinants of health in 
communities of color, particularly around access to care and workforce goals. 

• Work with the County, system partners, and the Housing Council to address social determinants of health, to 
include technology needs.  

• Continue to receive updates on Continuum of Care reforms, providing recommendations to the BHS Director from 
the Adult Council’s cross-disciplinary membership.  

• Better understand and make recommendations regarding recent increases in overdose deaths. 
• Work with system partners to respond to decreases in access to care and to explore new opportunities for 

collaboration. 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY ACTION 

VI. FY 22/23 Goal Setting (Co-
chairs) 

• Discussed FY Goals and requested feedback. Initial discussions 
identified BH workforce as a continued priority, as well as 
preserving peer services. 

Action Item: 
Continue discussion 
and finalize FY22/23 
goals at July meeting. 

VII.  Informational Items 
• Adult Council Committees  

o Consumer  
o Work Well  
o Cultural Competence 

Resource Team  
• MHSA Update (Danyte 

Mockus-Valenzuela) 
 

Consumer update  
• No updates.  

Work Well update 
• Work Well meeting on Tuesday, June 14th, which conduct of a 90-

minute training.  
• Currently planning the IPS Quarterly meeting.  

Cultural Competence Resource Team update 
• Over a month ago, The Board of Supervisors directed HHSA to 

develop a response plan for the new immigrants from Afghanistan 
so we could respond to their health and behavioral needs here in 
San Diego, which Dr. Garcia was assigned to lead that particular 
process.  

• The Behavioral Workgroup developed three prevention and 
intervention strategies.   

MHSA update 
• Community Engagement – HHSA is reviewing upcoming trainings 

that will be available by end of this year.  
 

Action Item: 
Schedule a Work Well 
representative to do 
a presentation on 
supportive 
employment.    

VIII. Announcements 
 

• No announcements.   

NEXT MEETING: July 11, 2022 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
 


