
Behavioral Health Services Housing Council Minutes
April 1, 2021 | 11:30-1:00pm 

Zoom Meeting 

Attending member: Ronda Brown (CRF), Renee Cookson (NAMI), Ruth Covell, Vianey Del Real Ochoa (MHS), Elizabeth Kruidenier (Adult/Older Adult 
Council), Jeffrey Najarian (Wakeland), Laura Nunn (SDHF), Megan O’Dowd (HCDS), Angela Rowe (Vista Hill), Sarah Swain (CHIP), Tom Theisen, Nancy 
Vera (Access to Independence), Whitney Wilson (JFS)  Attending non-members: Sierra Beals (LISC), Eduardo Chavez (RI Intl’), Debbie Fountain (CSH), 
Michael Haigis (HIP), Jackie Hurtado (BHS), Izabela Karmach (Inpatient Health Svcs), Chris Khabbaz (Legal Aid), Tricia Levien (Wakeland), Jacqueline 

MacLean (IS), Bernie Miles (CSH), Jason Miller (BHS), Omar Passons (IS),  Hazel Quinones (HHSA), Sharon Rapport (CSH), Cynthia Robles (BHS), Simonne 
Ruff (CSH), Peter Wang (CSH), Sonya Yu (BHS), Jana Zawadzki (CHW) 

ITEM SUMMARY ACTION ITEM 

1. Welcome and Introductions
Renee Cookson (Co-Chair)

• Called to order at 11:33 AM

2. Review and Approval of March 2021 Minutes • March minutes approved

3. Public Input • Angela Rowe with Vista Hill:
Tiny homes and sleeping cabins should
be considered for homeless
population

4. Co-Chair Updates • No Co-Chair updates

5. Overview of the American Rescue Plan Act
Sharon Rapport, Director, California State Policy
Corporation for Supportive Housing

• Presentation o PowerPoint presentation
will be distributed

6. BHS Director’s Update
Luke Bergmann and Piedad Garcia

• Director’s update is now provided on
the following public site:
Behavioral Health Advisory Board
(sandiegocounty.gov)

o May is Mental Health Month
o Expansion of Regional Crisis

Stabilization Units
o North Coastal Live Well Health

Center
o COVID-19 BHS Response
o Convention Center Update

7. Membership • Co-Chairs are moving forward with
analysis of membership roster

8. MHSA Update
Kimberly Pettiford

• No MHSA update

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_act/bhab_meeting_materials.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_act/bhab_meeting_materials.html


 
 

 

9. Stakeholder Updates 
MHSA Housing Program 
Debbie Fountain 
Housing and Community Development Services 
(HCDS) 
Megan O’Dowd 
Board and Care  
Whitney Wilson 
Employment Update 
Vianey del Real Ochoa 

• MHSA developments- pipeline report 
• No Place Like Home (NPLH) update 
• HCDS- Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program (ERAP) updates 
• Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 

coming for the SB2 funds  
• No Board and Care update 
• Work Well Meeting: 4/13/21 
• Higher Minds Coalition: 4/15/21 
 

 

10. BHS Housing Council Workgroup 
Debbie Fountain 

• American Rescue Plan 
• ERAP update 
• BHS Strategic Housing Plan- Listening 

Session on 5/14/21 
• Behavioral Health Housing Survey 

 

 

Next Meeting: Thursday, May 6, 2021- Zoom 

 




