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Editorial Note: Updates on Availability of Long-Acting Benzathine Penicillin G 

Provider STD Reporting: (619) 692-8520; fax (619) 692-8541 
Sign up to receive Monthly STD Reports,  

email STD@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Note: All data are provisional. Case counts are based on the earliest of date of 
diagnosis, date of specimen collection, and treatment date. Totals for past months 
might change because of delays in reporting from labs and providers.  

On July 17, 2024, the Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company announced that they had secured Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval to import 
Lentocilin©, a Portuguese-manufactured version of long-acting injectable penicillin, to mitigate the ongoing Bicillin® L-A shortage [1]. Lentocilin© 
(benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) is a powder and diluent for suspension for injection that is available in a strength of 1.2 million units. The 
product is manufactured by Laboratórios Atral in Portugal and distributed by the Mark Cuban Cost Plus Drug Company. The anticipated wholesale price 
is $15 per dose, significantly lower than the wholesale cost of Bicillin® L-A [2]. There are several important differences between the warnings and 
instructional labels for Lentocilin© and Bicillin® L-A that are detailed in a letter from Laboratórios Atral to healthcare providers. To place an order for 

Lentocilin©, contact TopRx at support@toprx.com or 800-542-8677. 

In addition to Lentocilin©, the FDA allowed the temporary importation of Extencilline (benzathine benzylpenicillin, powder, for suspension) earlier this 
year (see Volume 16, Issue 1 of this report). Benzathine benzylpenicillin is considered equivalent to benzathine penicillin G, and the recommended 
doses of Lentocilin© and Extencilline for syphilis treatment are the same as for Bicillin® L-A.  As of July 15, 2024 according to the FDA Drug Shortages 
website, Bicillin® L-A 2.4 million-unit injection (NDC 60793-702-10) was available, but Bicillin® L-A 600,000-unit injection (NDC 60793-700-10) was not 
available (with recovery estimated for March 2025), and Bicillin® L-A 1.2 million-unit injection (NDC 60793-701-10) had limited availability (with recovery 

estimated in December 2024) [3].  

Based on improved availability of Bicillin® L-A and equivalent imported formulations of benzathine benzylpenicillin in San Diego County, providers may 
resume syphilis treatment according to the 2021 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Sexually Transmitted Infections Treatment Guidelines. If 
your facility experiences issues with supply or requires expert consultation for syphilis management, please call the HIV, STD, and Hepatitis Branch 
consultation line at (619) 609-3245 (available Monday through Friday 8:00am-5:00pm, excluding County holidays). 
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