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To: CAHAN San Diego Participants 
Date:  May 13, 2021 
From:  Public Health Services 
 

Health Advisory Update #33: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Vaccine Update: Pfizer Vaccine Age Indication 
 
 

Key Messages 
 

• The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine can now be administered to 12–15-year-olds using the same dosing and schedule as 
used in the 16 years and older population. 

• A Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) on vaccination of adolescents with Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine is scheduled for May 14, 2021, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm (PT). 
 

 

 
Situation 
 
On May 10, 2021, FDA extended the Emergency Use Authorization for the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to children 12 to 
15 years of age using the same dosing and schedule as used in the 16 years and older population. FDA has updated 
fact sheets for providers and recipient and caregivers that are now available. Also updated is the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions webpage to include, “What data did the FDA evaluate to support Emergency 
Use Authorization of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine in individuals 12 through 15 years of age?”  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC’s) independent Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) reviewed the safety, immunogenicity, and efficacy data on the Pfizer COIVID-19 vaccine on May 12 
and voted to approve the age expansion under the Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). The Western State’s 
Scientific Advisory Committee completed its own review and agreed with the ACIP recommendation.  
 
Parental/guardian consent is required for vaccination of minors. Acceptable forms of documentation can be found on 
the San Diego County webpage. A CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) on use of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine in adolescents is scheduled for May 14, 2021, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm (PT).  
 
A new American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Policy Statement supports co-administration of COVID-19 vaccine with 
routine immunizations to catch children up on any missed vaccine. ACIP now also supports co-administration and 
CDC clinical considerations are expected to be updated soon. CDC has developed a Pediatric Healthcare Professionals 
COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkit to assist in the messaging to parents/guardians about the importance of COVID-19 
vaccination and assuring them that COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.  
 
 

Actions Requested 
 
1. If not already enrolled, pediatric providers can listen to the recorded webinar on how to enroll in the California 

COVID-19 vaccination program and participate in COVID-19 vaccination. 

2. Remain up to date on COVID-19 vaccine clinical considerations including contraindications and precautions. 

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_051421.asp
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=58307785&msgid=195167&act=9DE7&c=1685203&destination=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-announcements%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use__%3B%21%21AvL6XA%21hMF4RJvv1ZKXY3yf58sjPWTkMfTh5J8-naH2HgpAdUfIZaNaGHLbqMD4tneyFvCirQackgL9oQ%2524&cf=9345&v=6cc4e9908831a722c3c442cf23df22daf2fa5945ee677aff7c060f72679100aa
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=58307785&msgid=195167&act=9DE7&c=1685203&destination=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-announcements%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use__%3B%21%21AvL6XA%21hMF4RJvv1ZKXY3yf58sjPWTkMfTh5J8-naH2HgpAdUfIZaNaGHLbqMD4tneyFvCirQackgL9oQ%2524&cf=9345&v=6cc4e9908831a722c3c442cf23df22daf2fa5945ee677aff7c060f72679100aa
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2021-05-12.html
https://eziz.org/assets/docs/COVID19/GovernorsStatementWesternStatesScientificSafetyReviewWorkgroup1215YOMay122021FINAL.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/COVID-19-VaxEvents.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2021/callinfo_051421.asp
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2021/05/11/peds.2021-052336
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/pediatrician.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/pediatrician.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/safety-of-vaccines.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kHD6lI3d8sZXxlJb1iSJzwBe5metSILshWTO2DkMhAhnEwAIAZibjK-XR2W7BHWS4WHeK2SoSlZLXykcbkptIMe4OUZyXYOtZLHtd-a4eTNlMAXCEWQBTL3MlCb7OIXTjqiArgl3qxzb2mjRwl0EkQSXOe4HOsPng-dTQwS3mcHhBeciPMztiT3Fus5VSkfxu7i36e93LfqXBSYpm7DWYNkbjyy4zw9xGVSIw42Q4AWDDVQNAFLiDavr7z5-bsnFfVb7NOA3nMM_rIP4wMWEGiIdFjL3BppJ38AIXNdhmQ8CDTSJQwGe7inRopm-TaU4tkEGXb2G-guNX6eE0DPFXL-sJAsPEAk7QIRcUc63G1l3KCZaPlCPI5x8lMvRYmAGssSjAT96lEsgVlq2Ar4E7Hi-P-ettZ_nJ984LkQ6ZkUwu39dLPPAlOVSf1Z2CXarlOkW25tmDx0gITotxxwCmIZRFNtO2vKGNMxN4L6qaMcmhVBGx5Y_kxmruEzS_8nNAuGq5DBGRrNaClrwVvrKYESXUxw-GNg7nf760sZdSFUm71ZY-WIaYzXytDD5hvtDpN9qWfev_Vyvl_n8h4sU_uM7Tm2sqIJ3&c=xCrhdtftlwXFHJigkxeGlUALY6QuQBAFmk-_7GljSzpXa7sZvwEZLw==&ch=2N5F2nG53uXDiX2FwP332YAw1KKJFEcCMo2lNXgZX76PNhmXDppuFA==&jrc=1
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kHD6lI3d8sZXxlJb1iSJzwBe5metSILshWTO2DkMhAhnEwAIAZibjK-XR2W7BHWS4WHeK2SoSlZLXykcbkptIMe4OUZyXYOtZLHtd-a4eTNlMAXCEWQBTL3MlCb7OIXTjqiArgl3qxzb2mjRwl0EkQSXOe4HOsPng-dTQwS3mcHhBeciPMztiT3Fus5VSkfxu7i36e93LfqXBSYpm7DWYNkbjyy4zw9xGVSIw42Q4AWDDVQNAFLiDavr7z5-bsnFfVb7NOA3nMM_rIP4wMWEGiIdFjL3BppJ38AIXNdhmQ8CDTSJQwGe7inRopm-TaU4tkEGXb2G-guNX6eE0DPFXL-sJAsPEAk7QIRcUc63G1l3KCZaPlCPI5x8lMvRYmAGssSjAT96lEsgVlq2Ar4E7Hi-P-ettZ_nJ984LkQ6ZkUwu39dLPPAlOVSf1Z2CXarlOkW25tmDx0gITotxxwCmIZRFNtO2vKGNMxN4L6qaMcmhVBGx5Y_kxmruEzS_8nNAuGq5DBGRrNaClrwVvrKYESXUxw-GNg7nf760sZdSFUm71ZY-WIaYzXytDD5hvtDpN9qWfev_Vyvl_n8h4sU_uM7Tm2sqIJ3&c=xCrhdtftlwXFHJigkxeGlUALY6QuQBAFmk-_7GljSzpXa7sZvwEZLw==&ch=2N5F2nG53uXDiX2FwP332YAw1KKJFEcCMo2lNXgZX76PNhmXDppuFA==&jrc=1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
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3. Providers providing Pfizer vaccine should consider coadministration of routine vaccines with COVID-19 vaccine to 

catch children up on any missed vaccines. 

4. Providers not providing COVID vaccine should advise parents that only the Pfizer vaccine is approved for children 

age 12 and older, that parental consent will be required, and that documentation is required. 

5. Report vaccine-related adverse events and deaths and vaccine administration errors to the Vaccine Adverse 

Event Reporting System (VAERS), and to the County Immunization Program at IZINFO.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov or 

Fax: (619) 692-5677. 

 

Resources 
Vaccine Resources and Guidance (sandiegocounty.gov) 
Let's Get to Immunity Toolkit (ca.gov) 
Pediatric Healthcare Professionals COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkit | CDC 
COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkits | CDC 
 
 
Thank you for your participation. 
 
CAHAN San Diego 
County of San Diego Health & Human Services Agency        
Epidemiology and Immunization Services Branch  
Phone: (619) 692-8499; Fax: (858) 715-6458    
Urgent Phone for pm/weekends/holidays: (858) 565-5255 
E-mail: cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov        
Secure Website:  http://cahan.ca.gov    
Public Website: http://www.cahansandiego.com 

http://www.cahansandiego.com/
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/vaccines/COVID-19-VaxEvents.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://vaers.hhs.gov/
mailto:IZINFO.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV/CommunitySectors/Healthcare_Providers_Community_Clinics_Hospitals_and_Pharmacies/resources-and-guidance.html#vaccines
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Let%27s-Get-to-ImmUnity-Toolkit.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits/pediatrician.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/index.html
mailto:cahan@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://cahan.ca.gov/
http://www.cahansandiego.com/

