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Welcome, before we 
begin,
Answer in the chat…. 
What is your New 
Year’s Resolution?

• Instructions for Contact Hour
• Update your Zoom name to 

reflect your full name
• Zoom name MUST match your 

evaluation name
• Enjoy the entire program
• Complete the post-evaluation 

by January 26, 2024, 5:00 PM 
(available on the last slide)

• Certificate will be emailed to 
you by February 15, 2024
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Grow - Collaborate - Succeed

San Diego 
Skilled Nursing Facility 

Infection Prevention Collaborative

Coordinated by the County of San Diego 
Healthcare-Associated Infections (HAI) Program
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Reminders

Recording is on!

Keep your lines muted

Use the chat box for questions 

PHS.HAI.HHSA@ sdcounty.ca.gov

Participate in the polls and chat

Slides will be emailed

Type into the chat your:
• Name
• Title
• Facility

“Right click" to rename
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Land Acknowledgement 

Public Health Services would like to begin by 
acknowledging the Indigenous Peoples of all the 
lands that we are on today. While we are meeting on 
a virtual platform, I would like to take a moment to 
acknowledge the importance of the lands, which we 
each call home. We respectfully acknowledge that 
we are on the traditional territory of the Kumeyaay. 
We offer our gratitude to the First Nations for their 
care for, and teachings about, our earth and our 
relations. May we honor those teachings.
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Reminders

Please update your name on the participant list
1. Find your name on the participant list

2. Hover over your name and click "..."

3. Click "Rename"
4. Type your full name
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Agenda

Welcome

General Updates

Announcements

Featured Topic: “Candida auris: The New Kid on the Block ”

Next Collaborative
For internal use only, not for distribution
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Respiratory 
Virus Update

For internal use only, not for distribution
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Respiratory 
Virus Update
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NEW CDPH COVID Isolation Guidance

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Isolation-Guidance.aspx  

GENERAL PUBLIC GUIDANCE

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Isolation-Guidance.aspx
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CDPH COVID-19 Guidance, continued…. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Isolation-Guidance.aspx  

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Isolation-Guidance.aspx
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County/CDPH Briefings

 CDPH/HSAG SNF IP Webinars:
 Monthly 4th Wednesday @ 3PM-4PM
 Next webinar is on 1/24/2024

 County LTC Sector COVID Monthly Telebriefing:
 Monthly 4th Thursday @ 2PM-3PM
 Next briefing is on 1/25/2024

 NHSN & HAI Nursing Home Office Hours:
 Monthly 3rd Tuesday @11:30AM-12:30PM
 Next session is 2/20/2024
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Save the Date: March 20-21, 2024

 Infection Prevention 2-day Course
 In-person at County Operations 

Center
 No-cost to attend
 14 CEUs or IPUs
 For individuals responsible for IPC in 

SNFs

Registration will be announced by 
email and www.sdhai.org mid-February

http://www.sdhai.org/
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POLL

What would you like to learn about next?
 Please complete the Poll question.
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Contact Hour Instructions

Ensure

Ensure your full name 
identifies you on Zoom

Enjoy

Enjoy the full 
presentation

Complete

Complete the post-
evaluation

For internal use only, not for distribution



For internal use only, not for distribution

Mara  Rauhauser, BSN, RN, PHN, CIC
Senior Public Health Nurse 

County of San Diego
Healthcare-Associated Infections Program

Shelby Canino, BSN, RN, PHN
Senior Public Health Nurse 

County of San Diego
Healthcare-Associated Infections Program
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Candida auris: 
The new kid on the block

SNF IP Collaborative January 24, 2024

Mara Rauhauser BSN, RN, PHN, CIC
Shelby Canino BSN, RN, PHN

For internal use only, not for distribution
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Objectives
After completing this training, the participant will be able to:

 State 3 characteristics about Candida auris that are problematic in a 
healthcare setting.

 List 3 important infection prevention measures that should be emphasized 
when dealing with a Candida auris positive case.

 Verbalize 2 important communication actions to take when discharging a 
Candida auris positive resident.

1/25/2024 18
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 Candida auris (C. auris) is an emerging multi-drug 
resistant fungus

 It was discovered in 2009 in the ear of a patient in 
Japan

 Looking at stored specimens showed it had been 
present at least since 1996

 Opportunistic pathogen that causes outbreaks in 
healthcare settings

 Invasive infections have a high mortality rate

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-NDCandida Auris - StatPearls - NCBI Bookshelf (nih.gov)

Candida auris Background

https://www.wired.it/scienza/medicina/2021/06/18/pericoloso-superfungo-candida-auris-brasile/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK563297/#!po=11.9048
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 Asymptomatic
 Can be a source of transmission
 Indefinite duration
 Can be present in many areas of the body 

including respiratory tract or skin.
 Cases often starts as colonization and moves into 

active infection
 Can live on environmental surfaces for weeks
 Effective Disinfectants can be found on EPA List P

Colonization
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Scenario:
You are an Infection Preventionist at a skilled nursing facility. On 12/20/2023, you read 
through the medical record of a new admission (John Doe) who is on his way from the 
acute care hospital now. You note the following information:
 Admitted from: Fungus Among-us Hospital
 Positive Candida auris admission screen on 12.5.2023
 He was on contact plus precautions at the ACH
 No other MDRO history
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What is the first thing you would do?

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crying_GIF.gif
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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“Let us never  consider ourselves 
finished nurses…. We must be 
learning all of our lives”

Florence Nightingale
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Things to consider:
 Place Mr. Doe on contact precautions
 Where is the best room placement 

currently?
 What disinfectants are currently being 

used?
 By floor staff (wipes)
 By EVS

 Circle back to admission staff to find 
any communication gaps that need to 
be addressed
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CDPH Cohorting Guidance

What does 
Contact Plus 
Precautions mean?
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Scenario:
How do I know what disinfectants are being used in the facility?
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Is it a disinfectant?
What is the EPA Reg #?
What are the label 

claims?
What is the contact 

time/s?

What we are looking for.......
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Consult with  EVS manager or 
maintenance director:
 What disinfectants are currently 

being used
 When and how do each EVS staff 

member use these disinfectants
 What disinfectant wipes are being 

used by floor staff
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EPA List P
For internal use only, not for distribution
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EPA List P
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Looking up the EPA Approval Letter

For internal use only, not for distribution
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EPA Letter

For internal use only, not for distribution
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 What does it kill?
 How long does the surface have 

to stay wet to kill that 
organism?

 What can it be used to 
disinfect?

For internal use only, not for distribution
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

For internal use only, not for distribution

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fredisonfire/27742722465
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Scenario:
Everyone has questions about C. auris. Should you be caring for a resident 
with this history? How would you respond?
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Any SNF should be able to care for 
residents who have an MDRO history
 Seek education as the Infection Preventionist
 Accept support from the HAI Team
 Educate staff
 Ensure all recommendations have been 

implemented or are in process
 You will be up to speed for the next time
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Scenario: 
There are so many infection prevention and control measures. 
It is not possible to focus on all of them. Which actions are 
most important in this situation?
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PREVENTION & CONTROL PRIORITIES

 Consistent EVS (housekeeping) process that 
prevents cross contamination with a whole house 
List P agent 
 Use of effective disinfectant by floor staff and 

EVS to disinfect shared equipment and high 
touch surfaces outside the resident rooms
 Frequent Hand hygiene by residents and staff
 Proper PPE use by HCWs
 Adherence to contact precaution protocol 
 Adherence monitoring for these protocols and  

with feedback to encourage compliance

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/bmstores/40199559093/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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STRATEGIES TO CONSIDER

 Prioritize
 Teamwork
 Delegate
 Communicate
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Scenario: 
Mr. Doe is a dialysis patient. What needs to be done to facilitate 
transportation and treatment in this situation?
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Actions to take:
 Communicate contact isolation and C. auris positive status to the dialysis facility
 Communicate contact isolation and C. auris positive status to the transportation 

company
 If either have questions that you are struggling to answer, ask them to email or call 

the HAI Team
 Ensure the resident is bathed regularly and thoroughly
 Emphasize hand hygiene for the resident, particularly when leaving the room for the 

dialysis appointment
 Mr. Doe should have on clean clothes and linen

For internal use only, not for distribution
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Scenario: 
This morning Mr. Doe requires transfer to an acute care hospital. What 
should be done in addition to typical discharge protocol? 
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Steps to take:
 Use an interfacility transfer form that has isolation status, MDRO history 

and other relevant information
 The Infection Preventionist should call the IP team at the receiving facility 

to communicate isolation status and C. auris history
 Email or call HAI team to communicate date and location of discharge

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
For internal use only, not for distribution

https://hurraki.de/wiki/Dosentelefon
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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CDPH Interfacility Form:
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/InterfacilityCommunication.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/InterfacilityCommunication.aspx
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Scenario: 
Mr. Doe’s family is insisting he be rescreened. What should I do?
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Rescreening is generally NOT recommended 
by CDC, CDPH or COSD
 Colonization status can fluctuate from detected to 

not detected to detected many times over a long 
period of time

 The case would still be considered a positive case, 
even if the rescreen was negative

 Currently there is not a decolonization strategy for 
C. auris or other MDROs

 Uses finite lab resources
 Consider pointing out the actionable steps that the 

family can take to affect the resident’s health
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Scenario:
It has been 3 weeks since Mr. Doe was readmitted to my facility. He is ready to 
be discharged home. What do I need to do differently than a typical discharge?  
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 Educate resident and family on C. auris
 Answer questions regarding care provided by family 

members
 Recommend that family communicate C. auris 

positive history to medical providers, including 
emergency staff, home health staff, dialysis care 
staff, PCP

 Communicate isolation status and C. auris positive 
history with HH agency

 Email/call HAI team the date and discharge location 
(home)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Education and Communication

https://www.pngall.com/checklist-png/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Scenario: 
This is the first case of C. auris I have dealt with as an Infection 
Preventionist. What resources are available? 
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Resources
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HAI Team

 CDPH HAI C. auris 
page: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/Candida-
auris.aspx

 CDPH Cohorting Guidance: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/
MDROCohorting.pdf

 CDPH SNF Cohorting Guidance: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/
MDROCohortingSNF.pdf

 CDPH AFL main page: 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/LNCAFL.aspx

 San Diego County HAI: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-
program/ar.html#auris

 San Diego County HAI TBP signs: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-
program/resources.html#signage

 CDC Candida auris page: https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/candida-auris/index.html

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/Candida-auris.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/Pages/Candida-auris.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/MDROCohorting.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/MDROCohorting.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/MDROCohortingSNF.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/HAI/CDPH%20Document%20Library/MDROCohortingSNF.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/Pages/LNCAFL.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-program/ar.html#auris
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-program/ar.html#auris
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-program/resources.html#signage
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/hai-program/resources.html#signage
https://www.cdc.gov/fungal/candida-auris/index.html
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What can the HAI Program do to help?

Walk the 
halls with 

you

Work with EVS Staff 
on infection 
prevention topics

Help find 
answers 

to 
questions

Provide
in-services

to staff

Help 
gather 
data

Work with vendors and 
floor staff to give 
feedback and improve 
infection prevention 
practices

For internal use only, not for distribution
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Contact Hour 
Instructions

• Ensure your Zoom name is 
your full name

• Complete the January 26th , 
5:00PM 

• Expect your certificate by 
February 15th
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Next Collaborative 

***February 28, 2024***
11:00AM – 12:00PM

ZOOM

1 Contact Hour Offered

Submit questions about
or

Feedback about today’s 
collaborative meeting to:

PHS.HAI.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov

mailto:PHS.HAI.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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PHS.HAI.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov

Contact us at:

mailto:PHS.HAI.HHSA@sdcounty.ca.gov
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