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���������	��
�����
���������������
��	�
��������������
���	�
���������������� �! ���"�"#����$�%&��'(��� !)��*�!$!�)�+(&����,���)��$��)-(�%!��./�- %��0����������! ���)�)!(�%�)��)-(�%�����)���(�""!%%�)��)��(�%���$�&-"����!1&% �$�������2���0���3 ���2�-%&4� &��"��(&�)�%&��-1&�%&�� %���% �!��+���5!�1����(�-��1!�1�$�!��&!�!�1�6��(%!(� �#2�"�7���(��6���%!�� ���)�-%!�!%!� 0��3� %-)��%��%�+���5!�1��+%�%��*�!��� !%2���)�8�98&�!��$���%&��+%-)��%�8��1��  ��$�:�(!����;-��!%2�<8':�=4������������� �>��?�)�>!%&�$��"���*�!��� !%2�@�� !)��%�A��(��"�B������)�&! �8�""!%%���%��C�������,��(?�+%-)��% �!�%��8����1��B!$�0�+�"���$�%&�� -((�  � �>����%��!��!%��:��0�5�0�A��%!��B-%&���D!�1�E�04�%�� 6��?����7- %!(���%�+5*+5F�%�����#���%&��+%-)��%�8':�� %�� #�(�"�� �����9(�"6- ���1��!G�%!��0��+&��>� ��66�!�%�)�� ����!�! ���%��&��6�6!��%�%&��8��!$���!���)-(�%!�����'66��%-�!%!� �@��1��"�<�'@+=���)�%��&��6�� %�#�! &�%&��6� !%!���$�������$$�(%!���+5+*�(�"6- ��"#-) "��0�3 ���$��"����H�(-%!����$$!(���$���%&��8�-�%2��$�+���5!�1��*�#���B��1-�4���������>� �%&��8�""!%%���8&�!�6�� �����)�/��� -����%��&��6�(����#���%����)�� %�#�! &�%&��A��?�%�+%���%�I�%�>�2�<8'+/8'=�C�)- %�!���@��?�>&!(&�&� �6���!)�)�%&�- ��) ��$� - %�!��#���;-��!%2�7�# 0����3 ���&!1&�2��$$�(%!����)-(�%���>&��#��!��� �!��%&���(�)�"!(��(&!���"��%���)�%&�� �(!��9�"�%!�����)�����6"��%��$�&��� %-)��% 4� &��&� �%�-1&%�1��)� �D9JK4�8�""-�!%2�8����1� 4���)�*�!��� !%!� 0����������>� ���"�"#����$�%&��+���5!�1��*�!$!�)�+(&����5! %�!(%�:�(�.L-"���:���%!�� �8��6 0������������� �>� ������$�%&��8�""!  !���� �$���%&��8��!$���!��+%�%��5�6��%"��%��$��)-(�%!���8�""���8����3(�)�"!(�+%�%��+%��)��) 0�+&��! ���"�"#����$�%&��8��!$���!��+%�%��,���)��$��)-(�%!���8��)��%!���@��$!(!��(2�8�""!  !��4�/��(&!�1�8��)��%!��!�10������������� �&� ���,�(&������$�3�% �!��+�(!���MNOPQNPRSTNUQUVONR�WQX�W�YWRZP[�U\�MNOPQNP�OQ�]ÛQRP_OQ̀�WQX�W�VWRZP[aR�OQ�̀UbP[QWQNPc�������������� �! �&�����)�%��&������(�!��)�%&��d��%&�+���5!�1��8�-�%2�d�%!�����3  �(!�%!���$���%&��3)���(�"��%��$�8�����)�@��6���<d+589d338@=�B!$�%!"��3(&!���"��%�3>��)���)�%&��8��!$���!��/��(&�� �3  �(!�%!���+%�%��L-"���:!1&% �3>��)0�
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 Sheriff Kelly A. Martinez 

Sheriff Martinez has served the residents of San Diego County and the Sheriff's 

Department since 1985.  She began her career as a deputy working in the jails and then 

began her first patrol assignment serving the community of Fallbrook.  Sheriff Martinez 

spent 22 years at the rank of Deputy Sheriff working in several assignments.  Those 

assignments included gang investigations, narcotic investigations, and criminal 

intelligence investigator.  As a sergeant, Sheriff Martinez served the city of San Marcos 

before her selection to supervise in the Special Investigations Division.  Her next 

assignment was to investigate employee misconduct in the Sheriff's Internal Affairs Unit 

before promoting to lieutenant.  As a lieutenant, Sheriff Martinez served the cities of 

Encinitas, Del Mar, and Solana Beach.  She also served the communities of Rancho Santa 

Fe and Valley Center.  Before promoting to Captain, she oversaw the Sheriff's 

participation in the Drug Enforcement Administration's Narcotic Task Force.  As a 

Captain, she served the communities of Alpine and the back country of San Diego 

County.  Sheriff Martinez promoted to Commander as was assigned to oversee the 

Sheriff's Investigations Units.  Her appointment to Assistant Sheriff put her in charge of 

the Law Enforcement Services Bureau.  As Undersheriff, she oversaw the day-to-day 

operations of the Sheriff's Department.  Sheriff Martinez was elected Sheriff in 2022. 

Sheriff Martinez is responsible for providing law enforcement services to 4,200 square 

miles of unincorporated San Diego County, nine contract cities, seven jails, and security 

for the court houses.   She is responsible for the department's $1.165 billion budget and 

4,700 authorized employees.  

Sheriff Martinez has Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice Administration.  She 

holds several POST Certificates including a basic, advanced, supervisory and 

management POST.  She is a graduate of the POST Command College.  Sheriff Martinez is 

a member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the San Diego Police Chiefs' 

and Sheriff's Association, and a lifetime member of the California State Sheriff's 

Association.  She is a San Diego native and committed to public safety.  Sheriff Martinez 

is married with one adult son.  
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 Joseph Allen (JoJo) Ruanto-Ramirez 
 
 
Joseph Allen (JoJo) Ruanto-Ramirez is a Queer, 
Buddhist, Indigenous Asian American, scholar-
ac�vist, writer, comedian, refugee who came to 
the United States in 1991 as a natural disaster 
refugee a�er the U.S. Navy evacuated him, his 
mom, and his younger sister from the 
Philippines. He received his BA in Ethnic Studies 
from UC San Diego, his MA in Sociological 
Prac�ce from CSU San Marcos, and is currently 
pursuing an inter-field PhD in Cultural Studies 
and American Studies at Claremont Graduate 
University. He currently is an Assistant Professor 
of Ethnic Studies – Asian American Studies at 

Southwestern College and is a part of both San Diego Unified School District’s Ethnic Studies 
Advisory Board and County of San Diego’s Office of Educa�on’s Asian & Pacific Islander 
Educa�on Advisory Board. He is also a member of the Associa�on for Asian American Studies 
and Na�ve American & Indigenous Studies Associa�on, as well as being a program coordinator 
for Cri�cal Refugee Studies Collec�ve and Palimpsest: Filipinx American Studies. He is part of 
the editorial board of Alon: Journal for Filipinx American and Diasporic Studies (University of 
California Press) and will be working with other academic journals for future projects.   
 
He closely works with Asian & Pacific Islander (API) Coali�on, Asian Business Associa�on (ABA), 
Lao American Organiza�on of San Diego (LAOSD), Queer APIMEDA, Pacific Arts Movement 
(PacArts), Iba Zambales Associa�on of Southern California (IZASC), BIBAK San Diego (the Igorot 
American community of San Diego), Asian Solidarity Collec�ve (ASC), Pakaraguian Kulintang 
Ensemble, Khmer American Mutual Associa�on (KAMA), Pacific Islander Fes�val Associa�on 
(PIFA), Asian & Pacific Islander (API) Ini�a�ve, Filipino American Educators Associa�on of San 
Diego (FILAMEDA), Na�onal Associa�on of Asian American Professionals (NAAAP), and UC San 
Diego’s Asian & Pacific Islander Alumni Council.  
 
His passion has always been on educa�onal equity and social jus�ce, with a focus on queer and 
refugee communi�es in San Diego. His goal is to always highlight and centralize Asian refugee 
and Indigenous Asian American iden�ty and narra�ves in his work. He is currently working with 
LAOSD and the Museum of Us for a future project on Lao American refugee narra�ves, as well 
as build curriculum for the Museum’s exhibits that intersects Museum Studies with Ethnic 
Studies.  
 
He advises 2 student organiza�ons - Asian & Pasifika Business Associa�on (APBA) of 
Southwestern College and ΨΧΩ (Psi Chi Omega) of UC San Diego. His students also know him 
as Professor Swoosh for his extensive Nike collec�on, while many Lao Americans call him 
Professor Jai because of his community work.  



 

Milan Shah Bio 

 
 
Milan Shah is a high school student in San Diego with a passion 
for improving his community. He is the founder of 
www.reelvoices.org, a student-led storytelling film project that 
amplifies youth voices. He was first inspired by his interviews 
with high school students at the El Cajon Valley Community 
Center who have overcome immeasurable obstacles just to 
arrive in the United States. That experience combined with his 
work at several nonprofits in San Diego focused on serving 

refugees and vulnerable youth led him to combine his passion for film along with his pursuit to 
create a more equitable and inclusive community. Milan has created award-winning movies. 
 

At Westview High School, he is president of the Film Club and a member of both the Mock Trial 
and Tennis Teams. Outside of school, Milan is a Youth Attorney with the police department and 
presents cases in front of a judge and jury. He is also a Council Member with Outside the Lens 
which focuses on teens exploring media. He is a paid fellow for the UC San Diego Youth 
Ambassador-Scholar Program, iCivics, and Learning 4 Equity which all focus on community-
based equity and education. He is proud to serve as a youth member of the San Diego Human 
Relations Commission. 
 

http://www.reelvoices.org/
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