CREST-DEHESA-GRANITE HILLS-HARBISON CANYON SUBREGIONAL
PLANNING GROUP. Minutes of the meeting on 10 June 2024, at Olde Ironsides Park,
326 Harbison Canon Rd., El Cajon, CA 92021.

A. ROLL CALL. Chair Darin Wessel called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM. Planning
Group members Rich, Nehring, Wessel, Becker, Bretz, Manning, Lutz-Partain, Geiger
and Lucas were present, forming a quorum of 9. Member Pat Ulm was absent, but
excused. Seat 4, Seat 7, Seat 11, Seat 13 and Seat 14 are vacant.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Planning Group member Tim Lucas moved that the
Group approves the minutes of the 13 May 2024 meeting as submitted. The motion
passed (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain).

D. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION. Planning Group member Bretz reported on the 13
May 2024 fire at the east end of Sloane Canyon, that destroyed a residence and burned
about 20 acres of natural habitats before containment; and he called attention to public
notices that the San Miguel Fire District will hold hearings to consider future increases in
its property tax fees.

Planning Group member Mike Rich reported on his continuing research into La Cresta
Road safety issues due to new residential development and its impacts to road traffic
related to new road access construction; and also the increasing safety issues impacting
bicycle use on La Cresta Road.

Planning Group member Christina Becker reported on her participation with the recent
online zoom meeting conducted by SANDAG, stating that SANDAG seems to be
listening to and acknowledging the concerns of unincorporated East County residents
about their under-representation on its Board; and that it regards the efforts to increase
the involvement/inclusion of unincorporated rural communities and their perspectives
into SANDAG planning as appropriate and necessary.

Planning Group Chair Wessel reported that an informal survey into our community’s
concerns about the Sheriff’s Department law enforcement activities finds that residential
burglary is the main concern, followed by traffic issues and illegal dumping; concern was
also expressed that the Sherriff’s Department should also be more involved with
addressing shoplifting crimes.

Planning Group member Mary Manning reported that she had received a phone call
from Supervisor Anderson’s office, asking about her concerns regarding the Sheriff’s
Department law enforcement activities.

Crest resident Kathy Fiedor reported that a San Diego Gas and Electricity Safety Fair
will be held 13 July 2024, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, at Joan McQueen School on Tavern
Road in Alpine; and that it will include fire safety information, food, and handouts.

Crest resident Kandhy Franklin encouraged local Subregional residents to sign up with
the Crest Fire Safe Council phone alert program, to receive warnings and information
about wildfire events affecting our communities.

A Crest resident reported that a recent wildfire preparedness Cleanup Day gathered
about 40 cubic yards of chipped vegetation fire fuel, including also some trash and 230



discarded/dumped tires; that another Cleanup Day is being planned for October; that a
letter proposing the use of phos-check fire retardant spray on the vegetation along La
Cresta Road roadsides is being submitted to the fire agencies; and that 16 May 2024 a
meeting at the Crest Community Center will host representatives from the San Miguel
Fire District, and will feature information about weed abatement programs, the formation
of the Inland Rural Fire Safe Council, and the development of Fire Wise Community
recognitions in local areas.

E. ACTION ITEMS.

E1. Consideration and action on Ad Hoc Committee recommended resolutions.
Chair Wessel thanked Ad Hoc Committee Chair Ron Nehring, Planning Group member
Tim Lucas, and numerous community and agency stakeholders for their Committee work
over the past three years regarding evacuation in case of wildfire; and he invited Ron
Nehring to present to the Group, for its consideration and action, the Ad Hoc
Committee’s proposed and recommended resolutions.

Member Nehring provided a handout package to all Group members detailing and
summarizing seven resolutions prepared by the Ad Hoc Committee, advising the County
of San Diego concerning action to reduce wildfire risk and improve evacuation in Crest,
Dehesa, Harbison Canyon and Granite Hills. Nehring proceeded to review and discuss
each proposed resolution with the Group, and stating that for each resolution he makes
the motion that the Group approves and adopts that resolution as the Group’s action.

Chair Wessel noted for the record that there could be minor typographical changes to
the text of the resolutions provided in the handout, which could be incorporated in the
final versions approved by the Group’s actions, without formal motion amendment
actions being needed for such changes.

Member Becker urged all members of the Group to approve Nehring’s motions for
adoption of the Committee’s proposed resolutions, for self-preservation of our vulnerable
communities.

Ela. Resolution 1 — wildfire safety as the Planning Group’s top policy priority.
Resolution 1 establishes wildfire risk reduction as the top policy priority for the Crest
Dehesa Harbison Canyon Granite Hills Community Planning Group, and advises the
County to pursue the following objectives of: 1) reducing wildfire susceptibility, 2)
enhancing evacuation and emergency response capabilities, 3) supporting and promoting
community education and engagement, 4) integrating wildfire risk reduction into land use
planning, and 5) supporting and promoting collaboration and advocacy for sharing
resources, information and best practices related to wildfire risk reduction. Resolution 1
also directs the Planning Group to regularly review and update its wildfire risk reduction
advice to reflect conditions on the ground, the latest scientific research, technological
advancements, and best practices in wildfire management.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 1,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring.



E1b. Resolution 2 — advise/request the County improves evacuation routes.
Resolution 2 advises the County of San Diego to take urgent action: 1) to improve
wildfire preparedness and evacuation routes, particularly emphasizing the enhancement
of Suncrest Truck Trail as a reliable 7/24 all-weather evacuation route, 2) to place
wildfire safety at the center of planning for the community in the forthcoming update of
the Community Plan, and 3) to collaborate with all relevant stakeholders and agencies to
promote wildfire risk reduction measures for adherence to the State of California’s
Defensible Space guidelines for increasing vegetation management and reducing
accumulated fuel.

The Planning Group voted (9yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 2,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring.

Elc. Resolution 3 — advise/request County considers proposed updates to the
current Community Plan. Resolution 3 advises and requests the County Board of
Supervisors to authorize the initiation of a major update of the Community Plan for the
Subregion, which considers revisions to the Community Plan approved and adopted by
the Planning Group including: 1) update to “Community Background” Section (F) Fire
Safety, 2) update to Section 2.3 Fire Access/Egress Routes, and 3) update to Section 4
(Safety), so that the Community Plan reflects the latest best practices in wildfire
management and addresses the Subregion’s heightened vulnerability to wildfires.
Resolution 3 includes recognition that the Planning Group approves and adopts the
proposed revisions to the Community Plan for consideration by the County in a
Community Plan update.

Member Tim Lucas proposed an addition to the text of Resolution 3 provided in the
Ad Hoc Committee handout, requesting that if the Board of Supervisors delay
authorization of the process for allocation of staff resources and funding for update of the
Community Plan, that the Planning Group’s proposed revisions regarding fire safety to
Crest, Dehesa, Harbison Canyon, Granite Hills Community Plan will be updated and
amended into the plan immediately to enhance the safety of the communities and to
conform with State Law regarding annual review.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 3,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring, and including
the addition proposed by Tim Lucas as described in his amendment page for the handout.

E1d. Resolution 4 — advise/request County updates the Resource Management Plan
for the Stoneridge County Preserve (241+ acres between Harbison Canyon and
Granite Hills), and takes steps to address wildfire risks posed by the current
condition of the Preserve. Resolution 4 advises and requests the County of San Diego
to update the Resource Management Plan for the Stoneridge County Preserve to reduce
fire risk there and for adjoining communities, by fully implementing all fire mitigation
actions prescribed by the current RMP, and also by conducting a comprehensive fuel load
assessment for the Preserve, expanding fuel modification zones, implementing regular
maintenance and monitoring therein, and establishment of a fire break between Crest and
Harbison Canyon and the Preserve, to protect both communities from the spread of
wildfires. Resolution 4 includes the Group’s request for protection of the natural



resources of the Preserve, as well as the safety of the surrounding communities, when
proposed proactive measures to reduce wildfire risks are implemented in the Preserve.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 4,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring.

Ele. Resolutions 5 and 6 — commend our local fire agencies and the Crest Fire Safe
Council for their contributions to Ad Hoc committee’s work, and for the work they
do for the community. Resolution 5 expresses the gratitude and appreciation of the
Planning Group to the representatives and personnel of the San Miguel Fire Protection
District, CalFire, and the San Diego County Sheriff’s Office for their advice and
involvement while working with the Panning Group to improve wildfire resilience
measures, and for the critical support and they provide in enhancing wildfire resilience
and ensuring community safety. The San Diego County Fire Protection District is
included this Resolution 5 commendation, although it was not listed in the text of the Ad
Hoc Committee handout.

Resolution 6 expresses the gratitude and appreciation of the Planning Group to the
Crest Fire Safe Council, its co-founders Kandhy Franklin and Kathy Fiedor, and the Crest
Community Association for all of their work and dedicated efforts to protect and enhance
the safety of our community, including the development and updating of the Community
Wildfire Protection Plan, and the implementation of educational and preparedness
programs aimed at reducing wildfire risk in our community.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 5,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring, and extended
at this meeting to include the San Diego County Fire Protection District.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 6,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring.

E1f. Resolution 7 — advise County of San Diego to encourage Firewise USA
communities. Resolution 7 advises and requests the County of San Diego to encourage
communities to become recognized Firewise USA communities, to assist them in
achieving enhanced safety, community engagement, access to resources, and potential
insurance benefits by promoting proactive community-level initiatives that enhance
wildfire resilience and reduce the risk of wildfire damage.

The Planning Group voted (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain) to approve and adopt Resolution 7,
as described in the Ad Hoc Committee handout provided by Chair Nehring.

In conclusion of Agenda Action Item E1, Planning Group Chair Wessel moved that
the Group adopts a resolution to thank its members Ron Nehring and Tim Lucas, and the
entire Ad Hoc Committee, for its dedicated, pro-active efforts during the past three years
regarding evacuation in case of wildfire, which has resulted in its approval and adoption
of the related seven Resolutions above.

The motion of Chair Wessel was approved (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain). Chair Wessel
declared that the Ad Hoc Committee regarding evacuation in case of wildfire is thereby
dissolved.



E2. Consideration and action on proposed Resolution 8 regarding taxation based on
miles traveled and potential impact on unincorporated communities. Member Ron
Nehring provided a handout to everyone that describes the background and reasoning for
a proposed resolution advising against a Mileage Tax, which concludes:

“...the Crest Dehesa Harbison Canyon Granite Hills Community Planning Group, in
its advisory capacity, informs the County of San Diego and SANDAG, of which the
County of San Diego is a member, of our strong opposition to any locally imposed
mileage tax; and ...the Planning Group urges the County of San Diego and SANDAG to
similarly reject future proposed tax increases which fail to take into account the unique
needs and challenges faced by residents of East County.”

Member Nehring moved that the Planning Group approves and adopts Resolution 8
regarding taxation based on miles traveled and potential impact on unincorporated
communities. The motion passed (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain).

E3. Consideration/action re road safety issues on community roads, including fatal
accident on La Cresta. Chair Wessel initiated a Group discussion and consideration of
road safety issues on community roads, including a recent fatal accident on La Cresta
Road, that were raised as concerns requiring action at the Group’s meeting in May.
Group discussion included consideration of long standing and repeated concerns
expressed by residents of Harbison Canyon and Crest, previous attempts to find ways to
improve road safety in these communities, and various difficulties inherent with
government/agencies regulatory mechanisms (such as traffic surveys and traffic calming
installations) available for addressing these issues.

Member Mike Rich suggested that the County could improve safety and address
problems with blind curves, and driveway access sites (which are essentially road
intersections), by installing more warning signs; and he requested that County and
California Highway Patrol representatives are invited to attend the September meeting of
the Planning Group to discuss and consider actions such as designated headlight safety
zones for improving hazardous road situations.

F. GROUP BUSINESS.

F1. Announcements and Correspondence Received. Chair Wessel reported: 1) that
the County will give a presentation about the Housing and Community Development
Services Plan process on 26 June 2024, 4:00 — 6:00 PM, at the Alpine Library; and in a
virtual zoom meeting on 1 July 2024, 5:30 — 7:30 PM; 2) that the County is continuing to
provide information sessions and outreach efforts about the Cannabis Social Equity
Program; and 3) that the County Climate Action Plan Update will be presented at a
hearing with the Planning Commission on 14 June 2024.

F2. Discussion Items/Action Items.



F2a. Consideration of applicant(s) to fill vacancies for Seats 4, 7, 11, 13 and 14.
Harbison Canyon resident Samantha Gonzales has expressed her intent to submit an
application to the County, for consideration of her appointment to fill vacant Seat 11.

F2b. Status/reports — Association of Planning Groups — June meeting report.
Planning Group member Christina Backer participated as a zoom meeting attendee with
the SANDAG June meeting.

F2¢. Community Plan update — Progress report. The action item E1 of tonight’s
meeting provides a progress report on efforts toward the Community Plan update.

F3. Meeting updates. Chair Wessel reported that the Planning Group Chairs’ Quarterly
Meeting included: 1) a presentation on the County Budget stating that its annual total
amount is 4% higher than last year, that Planning and Development Services’ total fees
are increased abut 1%, but that most County fees are not increased; 2) an update on the
Cannabis Social Equity Program; 3) a presentation discussing the County’s Capital
Improvement program; 4) information about the planned updating of the Grading
Ordinance; 5) information about the planned updating of septic system regulations by the
Department of Health/Environmental Quality; and 6) the planned streamlining of
processes for determining and regulating Housing Ordinance options.

F3a. Reports on and upcoming BOS, PC and other Hearings/Meetings.

F3b. Next meeting date, 8 July 2024, at Olde Ironsides Park, 326 Harbison Canyon
Road, El Cajon, CA 92021.

G. ADJOURNMENT. Member Robert Lutz-Partain moved adjournment at 8:35 PM.
The motion passed unanimously (9 yes; 0 no; 0 abstain).

Respectfully submitted, William Bretz (Secretary)



RESOLUTIONS ADVISING THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO CONCERNING ACTION TO REDUCE
WILDFIRE RISK AND IMPROVE EVACUATION IN CREST, DEHESA, GRANITE HILLS AND
HARBISON CANYON

Summary of the package

The resolutions in this package focus on integrating wildfire resilience into our community planning
efforts and advising the County of San Diego on improving wildfire safety in the subregion.

These resolutions emphasize the importance of proactive measures such as creating defensible
space around properties, implementing fire-resistant building materials and landscaping
practices, enhancing emergency evacuation routes, and fostering community education on wildfire
preparedness. These steps are necessary to mitigate the risk of wildfires to protect lives and
properties and ensure the long-term sustainability and safety of our community. By prioritizing
wildfire resilience, we can reduce potential damage, improve response times, and create a more
resilient and informed community.

Taken together, the resolutions in this package include the following in the course of advising the
county:

e Wildfire Risk Reduction and Vegetation Management

¢ Reduction of Wildfire Susceptibility: Advocating for policies to reduce vegetation
density and manage fuel loads.

o Fuel Breaks: Establishing and maintaining fuel breaks along key roads such as La
Cresta Road, Suncrest Truck Trail, Harbison Canyon Road, Dehesa Road, Willow
Glen Drive, and Mountain View Road.

e Evacuation and Emergency Response

o Evacuation Route Improvements: Recommending urgent action to enhance
Suncrest Truck Trail to function as a 24/7 all-weather evacuation route.

o Additional Capacity Needs: Improving Suncrest Truck Trail and ensuring other
routes are sufficient for evacuation and emergency vehicle access.

e Signage and Coordination: Placing appropriate signage on evacuation routes and
coordinating with fire and law enforcement agencies.

e Building and Land Use Regulations

o Fire-Resistant Building Materials: Promoting the use of fire-resistant building
materials and practices including defensible space around structures.

e New Developments: Recommending requiring new developments to clear
vegetation, use Class A fire-rated roofing materials, install ember-resistant vents,
and use tempered glass.

¢ Land Use Planning: Integrating wildfire risk reduction into all land use decisions
and planning activities.



e Community Engagement and Education

¢ Firewise Communities: Encouraging communities to become recognized Firewise
USA communities.

e Public Education: Initiating public education campaigns on wildfire risks and
preparedness.

e Community Events: Holding public events annually to provide information on
defensible space, home hardening, and evacuation procedures.

e Resource Management and Coordination

e Comprehensive Fuel Load Assessment: Conducting thorough assessments of
current fuel loads and identifying critical areas.

e Coordination with Property Owners: Enhancing coordination with surrounding
property owners and communities to manage vegetation.



SUMMARY OF EACH RESOLUTION
Resolution 1: Establishing Wildfire Risk Reduction as the Top Policy Priority

This resolution establishes wildfire risk reduction as the top policy priority for the Crest Dehesa
Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group. Given that the subregion is identified
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture as having a higher risk of wildfire than 94% to 100% of
communities in America, it is imperative to implement proactive measures to minimize wildfire
susceptibility. The resolution calls for initiatives such as reducing vegetation density, promoting
fire-resistant building materials, enhancing evacuation routes, and integrating wildfire risk
reduction into all land use decisions. This focus is necessary to protect lives, property, and the
natural environment from the devastating impact of wildfires.

Resolution 2: Advising the County of San Diego on Immediate Action on Wildfire Preparedness
and Evacuation

This resolution advises immediate action to improve wildfire preparedness and evacuation routes,
particularly emphasizing the urgent need to enhance Suncrest Truck Trail as a reliable all-weather
evacuation route. The communities of Crest, Harbison Canyon, Dehesa, and Granite Hills face
significant wildfire risks, with limited evacuation options. Enhancing Suncrest Truck Trail and
securing necessary easements from property owners are critical steps to ensure safe and efficient
evacuations during emergencies. This resolution is necessary to address the imminent threat
posed by inadequate evacuation routes, which could endanger lives and exacerbate the impact of
wildfires.

Resolution 3: Advising the County of San Diego to Update the Community Plan, and Authorize
a Major Update

This resolution advises the county to begin an update of the Community plan and proposes
revisions, incorporating recommendations from a comprehensive review of wildfire risk, land use,
and transportation capacity. The updates aim to enhance wildfire resilience, improve evacuation
capacity, and ensure community safety. Key revisions include establishing fuel breaks, improving
evacuation routes, and integrating fire-resistant building requirements. The resolution is necessary
to ensure that the Community Plan reflects the latest best practices in wildfire management and
addresses the subregion's heightened vulnerability to wildfires.

Resolution 4: Advising the County of San Diego to Update the Resource Management Plan for
Stoneridge County Preserve and Take Immediate Action to Reduce Wildfire Risk

This resolution advises the County of San Diego to update the Resource Management Plan for
Stoneridge County Preserve to reduce fire risk. Given the preserve is classified as a Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zone, the resolution recommends conducting a comprehensive fuel load
assessment, expanding fuel modification zones, and implementing regular maintenance and
monitoring. It also calls for enhancing coordination with surrounding communities and updating
fire management practices. This resolution is necessary to address the increasing intensity and
frequency of wildfires and to protect both natural resources and the safety of surrounding
communities.



Resolution 5: Commending Fire Agencies

This resolution expresses gratitude to the representatives and personnel of the San Miguel Fire
Protection District, CalFire, and the San Diego County Sheriff's Office for their expertise and
dedication to wildfire resilience. These agencies have provided valuable advice and
recommendations to the Planning Group, demonstrating unwavering commitment and bravery in
protecting the community from wildfires. The resolution is necessary to acknowledge and
appreciate the critical support and guidance these agencies provide in enhancing wildfire
resilience and ensuring community safety.

Resolution 6: Commending the Crest Fire Safe Council

This resolution commends the Crest Fire Safe Council and the Crest Community Association for
their exceptional dedication to developing and updating the Community Wildfire Protection Plan,
providing public education on wildfire issues, and implementing programs to reduce wildfire risk.
The leaders of the Fire Safe Council have shown outstanding commitment and leadership in
enhancing community safety and preparedness. This resolution is necessary to recognize and
appreciate the significant contributions of these organizations in mitigating wildfire risks and
fostering a culture of safety and resilience.

Resolution 7: Advising the County of San Diego to Encourage Communities to Become
Firewise USA Communities

This resolution advises the County of San Diego to encourage communities to become recognized
Firewise USA communities, a program managed by the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA). Participation in the Firewise USA program helps communities assess wildfire risks, develop
action plans, and implement measures to reduce those risks. The resolution highlights the benefits
of being a Firewise USA community, such as enhanced safety, community engagement, access to
resources, and potential insurance benefits. This resolution is necessary to promote proactive
community-level initiatives that enhance wildfire resilience and reduce the risk of wildfire damage.



RESOLUTION 1
Resolution Establishing Wildfire Risk Reduction as the Top Policy Priority

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group (the
"Planning Group") advises the County of San Diego on planning, land use, transportation, and
related issues; and

WHEREAS, the subregion covered by the Planning Group is identified by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture as being at higher risk of wildfire than 94% - 100% of communities in America; and

WHEREAS, wildfires pose a significant and ongoing threat to the safety, health, and property of the
residents within our community; and

WHEREAS, the increasing frequency and severity of wildfires in California have contributed to an
insurance crisis, causing many homeowners in the subregion to lose their homeowners' insurance
or face skyrocketing premium

WHEREAS, the Planning Group recognizes the urgent need to implement measures to reduce the
susceptibility of our subregion to wildfires, to minimize the probability of wildfire spread, and to
lower the exposure of the population and structures to wildfire risk;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon
Community Planning Group hereby establishes wildfire risk reduction as its top policy priority.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group shall pursue the following objectives advising
the County of San Diego to achieve this priority:

1. Reduction of Wildfire Susceptibility:

e Advocate for and support policies and initiatives aimed at reducing vegetation
density and managing fuel loads.

e Promote community-wide adoption of fire-resistant building materials and
practices, including the creation of defensible space around structures.

e Collaborate with county, state and federal agencies to secure funding and technical
assistance for wildfire prevention and mitigation projects.

2. Enhancement of Evacuation and Emergency Response Capabilities:

¢ Work with local, county, and state transportation authorities to identify and
implement measures to increase transportation capacity, ensuring the safe and
efficient evacuation of the entire population in the event of a wildfire.

e Ensure that evacuation routes are appropriately marked, well-maintained, and free
of obstructions to facilitate rapid and orderly evacuations.

e Support the development and implementation of Community Wildfire Protection
Plans covering the entire subregion.



e Coordinate planning with emergency services to ensure that fire and other
emergency vehicles have unimpeded access to all areas of the subregion during
wildfire events.

3. Community Education and Engagement:

¢ I|nitiate and support public education efforts to raise awareness about wildfire risks
and promote proactive measures residents can take to protect their homes and
families.

e Organize and participate in community meetings and other authorized events
focused on wildfire preparedness, response, and recovery.

e Encourage the formation of neighborhood-based wildfire preparedness groups to
foster local resilience and mutual aid during emergencies through the Firewise

communities program.
4. Integration of Wildfire Risk Reduction into Land Use Planning:

e Ensure that all land use decisions and planning activities consider and prioritize
wildfire risk reduction.

e Advocate for zoning and development regulations that promote the use of fire-
resistant landscaping and building practices.

5. Collaboration and Advocacy:

o Foster partnerships with neighboring communities, regional organizations, and
governmental agencies to share resources, information, and best practices related
to wildfire risk reduction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group shall regularly review and update its wildfire
risk reduction advice to reflect conditions on the ground, the latest scientific research,
technological advancements, and best practices in wildfire management.

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 2

Advising the County of San Diego to Take Urgent Action on Wildfire Safety in Crest, Harbison
Canyon, Dehesa, and Granite Hills

Whereas,

1.

The communities of Crest, Dehesa, Harbison Canyon and Granite Hills, face a significant
wildfire risk, with statistics from the US Department of Agriculture indicating these areas
have a greater fire risk and likelihood than 100% of communities in the United States.
Particularly, Granite Hills faces a higher risk than 94% of communities nationwide.

Recognizing the critical need for proactive measures to mitigate the devastating impact of
wildfires, it is imperative that wildfire risk reduction and evacuation planning be prioritized
in further updates to the Community Plan.

The community of Crest, situated in a topographically challenging region, relies heavily on a
single evacuation route, La Cresta Road, to the west. Mountain View Road is a potential
alternative evacuation route to the east. Historical data reveals that most wildfires
affecting the area have approached from the east, rendering Mountain View Road
vulnerable and La Cresta Road alone insufficient.

While commendable efforts have been made by CalFire to improve Suncrest Truck Trail as
an alternate evacuation route, including grading and brush clearance, its current condition
limits its use to dire emergency situations. Urgent action is required to enhance Suncrest
Truck Trail to function effectively as a 24/7, 365-day, all-weather evacuation route available
to the incident commander.

Despite progress in securing voluntary easements from the majority of residents along
Suncrest Truck Trail, challenges persist with some property owners remaining inaccessible
or unwilling to provide the voluntary easements requested by the County. According to fire
agencies, these voluntary easements are crucial for facilitating improvements and
accessing state funding for vital infrastructure enhancements.

County of San Diego Policy I-1 states, "The planning or sponsor group shall advise the
Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning
Commission, and the Board of Supervisors in the implementation of the adopted
community or subregional plan."

The current Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Plan (2011) states:

Section 2.1 Integrated Mobility and Access (Page 23): "A road network that complements
the natural beauty and rural atmosphere of the community with properly maintained public
paved and unpaved roads within the Crest, Dehesa, and Harbison Canyon Rural Villages."

Section 2.3 Fire Access/Egress Routes (Page 23): "The swift completion of an alternate
route out of Crest remains a high priority. Several fires in recent years near the present exit
from Crest have underscored the potentially tragic consequences of the current situation."



Policy CM 3.1.1 (Page 23): "Designate Suncrest (SC1960) as an emergency fire access road
with a locked gate."

Therefore, Be It Resolved, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning
Group exercising its responsibility under County of San Diego Policy I-1 to advise the County on the
implementation of the Community Plan:

1. Advises the County of San Diego to recognize the imminent threat posed by inadequate
evacuation routes in the subregion and take decisive action to address this critical
vulnerability. In the event of a catastrophic wildfire, the current evacuation routes,
particularly La Cresta Road, may prove insufficient, endangering lives and potentially
exacerbating the impact of future wildfire.

2. Advises the County of San Diego to expedite and prioritize all necessary measures for the
enhancement of Suncrest Truck Trail as a reliable alternate evacuation route for the Crest
region. The urgency of this matter cannot be overstated, and every effort must be made to
ensure Suncrest Truck Trail is capable of accommodating evacuations under any
circumstance, including adverse weather conditions and wildfire threats from the east.

3. Advises the County of San Diego to leverage all available resources and authority to secure
the support of property owners within the subregion to cooperate in granting the required
voluntary easements for Suncrest Truck Trail improvements, and in the event this is not
achieved, to take actions necessary to secure the improvements of this road to meet
wildfire evacuation needs.

4. Advises the County of San Diego to place wildfire safety at the center of planning for the
community in the forthcoming update of the Community Plan. Given the region's
heightened wildfire risk and historical vulnerabilities, integrating robust wildfire mitigation
and preparedness measures into the Community Plan is paramount to safeguarding lives,
property, and natural resources. Urgency is paramount as delays in addressing wildfire
safety concerns may exacerbate the risks faced by residents and hinder effective
emergency response efforts.

5. Advises the County of San Diego to collaborate with relevant property owners, including
government agencies controlling land in the subregion, to promote wildfire risk reduction
measures, including adherence to the State of California’s Defensible Space guidelines,
increasing vegetation management, and the reduction of accumulated fuel. Effective
wildfire prevention and mitigation strategies are essential for safeguarding lives, property,
and natural resources in the Crest, Harbison Canyon, Dehesa, and Granite Hills
communities.



Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 3

Advising the County of San Diego to Update the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon
Community Plan and Authorize a Major Update

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group (the
"Planning Group") advises the County of San Diego on planning, land use, transportation, and
related issues; and

WHEREAS, the Community Plan for Crest Dehesa Harbison Canyon and Granite Hills was last
updated on August 3, 2011, and is now overdue for a major revision and update; and

WHEREAS, the Community Plan for Crest Dehesa Harbison Canyon and Granite Hills is subject to
annual review:

“Implementation of the Plan should be monitored on a periodic basis by the County and the
Community Planning/Sponsor Group for progress towards its implementation. For
compliance with State law, the Plan shall be reviewed no less than once annually so
that its implementation status may be included in the County’s Annual General Plan Report
to the State. The annual review provides the opportunity for the Plan to be updated and
amended, as appropriate, to reflect changes in the community vision, conditions or
attitudes.” (emphasis added)

Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Plan, Page 3

WHEREAS, the Planning Group has undertaken a comprehensive review of wildfire risk, land use as
it relates to wildfire, and transportation capacity including for evacuation purposes, in consultation
with multiple fire agencies, the Crest Fire Safe Council, and the San Diego County Sheriff's Office;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions to the Community Plan reflect the findings and
recommendations from this comprehensive review and aim to enhance wildfire resilience, improve
evacuation capacity, and ensure community safety;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community
Planning Group requests the County Board of Supervisors to authorize the initiation of a major
revision of the Community Plan for the subregion;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning
Group hereby adopts the attached proposed revisions to the Community Plan for the County's
consideration in a Community Plan update.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if there is to be a delay in the allocation of staff resources and funding
for the updating process, we request that these proposed important updates to the Crest, Dehesa,
Haribison Canyon and Granite Hills Community Plan regarding wildfire safety be amended into the
current plan immediately, to enhance the safety of the community and provide an accurate
informational resource easily accessible to members of the community.



PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE CREST DEHESA GRANITE HILLS HARBISON CANYON COMMUNITY
PLAN FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

UPDATE TO “COMMUNITY BACKGROUND” Section (F) Fire Safety

Community Background Section (F) is stricken and replaced with the following:

WILDFIRE RISK

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the entire subregion currently ranks among the
highest for wildfire risk. The Department ranks Crest, Harbison Canyon, and Dehesa as having a
higher probability of wildfire than 100% of communities in America, while Granite Hills is at 94%.

Contributing Factors:
o Vegetation: The presence of large swaths of living and accumulated dead brush and other
forms of fuel significantly increases the wildfire risk. This includes dense chaparral, coastal

sage scrub, and eucalyptus groves.

e Climate: The dry climate, coupled with seasonal Santa Ana wind conditions, exacerbates
the wildfire risk. These winds can cause fires to spread rapidly and unpredictably.

o Topography: The subregion's rugged terrain, including steep mountains, deep canyons,
and narrow ridges, creates natural fire corridors that can facilitate the spread of wildfires.

e Public Lands: The subregion is dominated by public lands with high fuel loads, which are
often difficult to manage and maintain.

FIRE HISTORY

The subregion has experienced numerous catastrophic wildfires resulting in significant property
destruction and loss of life. Notable incidents include:

e Laguna Fire (1970): This devastating fire burned over 175,000 acres, destroyed hundreds of
homes, and resulted in significant environmental damage.

e Cedar Fire (2003): One of the largest wildfires in California's history, the Cedar Fire burned
over 273,000 acres, destroyed 2,820 buildings, and caused 15 fatalities. The subregion was
heavily impacted, with extensive damage to properties and infrastructure.

FIRE PROTECTION
Fire protection in the subregion is provided by multiple agencies:

e San Miguel Fire Protection District: Serves the communities of Crest and Granite Hills.

e Crest: San Miguel Fire District Station 18, 1811 Suncrest Blvd.
e Granite Hills: San Miguel Fire District Station 23, 2140 Dehesa Road.



e San Diego County Fire Protection District: Serves Dehesa and Harbison Canyon through
its contract with CalFire.
e Harbison Canyon: San Diego County Fire Station 24, 551 Harbison Canyon Road.

¢ Sycuan Fire Department: Provides additional fire protection services in the area.
e Sycuan Fire Department, 5449 Sycuan Road.

Local fire agencies are responsible for structure fires, while CalFire is the lead agency for wildland
fires. The community of Crest, in particular, is surrounded by state and county-controlled open

land part of which CalFire manages and protects with the assistance of local government fire
agencies.

EVACUATION ROUTES
Crest:

Primary and Alternate Routes: La Cresta Road to the west and Mountain View Road to the
east.

Additional Capacity Needs: In the event of a catastrophic wildfire, especially when fire is
approaching from the east, these routes may be insufficient for the evacuation of all residents

and the simultaneous movement of emergency vehicles. Consequently, additional surface
capacity is necessary:

Suncrest Truck Trail: Must be improved to serve as an alternative evacuation route. It
requires immediate and significant improvements to qualify as a 24/7, 365, all-weather
route capable of moving residents in vehicles of all types to safety.

Harbison Canyon:

Evacuation Routes: Primary route is via Harbison Canyon Road to the north and south.

Dehesa:

Evacuation Routes: Can be via Harbison Canyon Road to the north, and Dehesa Road to the
east and west.

Granite Hills:

Evacuation Routes are to be determined through an updated Community Wildfire Protection
Plan for the area.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Service is provided to the Subregion out of the Sheriff's substations in Santee, Lakeside, and
Alpine. The response time for priority calls throughout the Subregion is about 13 minutes, and for
non-priority calls the response time ranges from between 20 and 30 minutes. In addition to the
Sheriff presence in the Dehesa Valley, the Sycuan Tribal Police patrol several miles of public roads



through the area in coordination with the County Sherriff’s Department and California Highway
Patrol.

UPDATE TO SECTION 2.3 FIRE ACCESS/EGRESS ROUTES

Section 2.3 of the Community Plan concerning Fire Access/Egress routes is stricken and replaced
with the following:

2.3 Fire access and evacuation

Issue CM 3.1. Under catastrophic wildfire conditions, the subregion may lack satisfactory
capacity to provide for rapid and orderly evacuation of the entire population. Comprehensive
action must be taken to improve capacity to provide for both evacuation and the movement of fire
equipment in the event of wildfire.

La Cresta Road currently serves as the only westerly evacuation route for the communities of Crest
and Harbison Canyon. Events of 2003 demonstrated this route is insufficient to facilitate the rapid
evacuation of all residents of Crest, plus westbound evacuation traffic from Harbison Canyon,
Dehesa, and the surrounding area.

Suncrest Truck Trail is a private road originating in Crest, descending to the west into the city of El
Cajon where multiple connections to other transportation arteries exist. The County of San Diego
has secured voluntary easements from the majority of, but not all, property owners onto whose
land this road exists.

Goal CM 3.1. Acirculation system providing for the rapid evacuation of residents and vehicles, and
the simultaneous movement of emergency vehicles to and from all areas of the subregion at all
times.

Policy CM 3.1.1. Reducing the probability and severity of wildfire in the subregion, while improving
capacity for evacuation and access by emergency vehicles during emergencies shall be the leading
priority for transportation and land use planning in this subregion.

Policy CM 3.1.2. Suncrest Truck Trail (STT) is to be improved and upgraded to qualify as an
alternative evacuation route for westbound evacuation of affected residents in the event of wildfire.

Improvements to STT are critical to allow it to serve as a 24/7, 365, all weather, all condition option
for evacuation and/or the movement of fire equipment, at the discretion of the incident
commander in the event of wildfire.

Signage indicating the starting point of Suncrest Truck Trail to be placed at locations in the
community in consultation with fire and law enforcement agencies.

Policy CM 3.1.3. Require any development extending Eucalyptus Street to provide an emergency
fire access road to Dehesa Road to provide additional emergency access.

UPDATE TO SECTION 4 (SAFETY)

Section 4.1 of the Community Plan is stricken and replaced with the following.



4. Safety (S)
4.1 Wildland Fire/Urban Fire

Issue S 1.1. Most of the subregion is classified as “very high” risk for wildfire likelihood, risk to
homes, exposure and vulnerable populations according to an assessment by the US Department of
Agriculture (www.wildfirerisk.org). Over 200 homes in the subregion were destroyed in the 1970
Mount Laguna Fire, and over 600 homes were destroyed in the subregion in the 2003 Cedar Fire.

The subregion’s relatively recent experience with the 2003 Cedar Fire highlighted the lack of
sufficient evacuation routes available in multiple communities within the subregion, including
Crest, Harbison Canyon and Dehesa.

GOAL S 1.1. To minimize life and property loss from wildfire, the potential for which is significant in
the subregion.

Policy S 1.1.1. Require new development utilizing imported water to provide infrastructure for fire
suppression, such as pipes and hydrants, in accordance with prevailing standards.

EDITED Policy S 1.1.2. Require new developments to comply with the following:

(1) Vegetation cleared and landscaped with fire resistant plant materials (from between 30 and 100
feet (or more if deemed necessary by the community plan or local fire officials) around structures
depending upon the location and orientation of the structures to prevent erosion.

(2) Require the use of Class A fire-rated roofing materials and non-combustible siding for all new
construction and major renovations.

(3) Design features, such as balconies and eaves, be constructed of appropriate fire-resistant
material. (Formerly Safety Policy 2)

(4) Require the installation of ember-resistant vents and the use of tempered glass in all windows
for new constructions and major renovations.

New Policy S 1.1.3: Fuel Breaks Along Key Roads. Establish and maintain fuel breaks along the
following key roads:

e LacCresta Road: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides.

e Suncrest Truck Trail: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides.

e Harbison Canyon Road: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides.

¢ DehesaRoad: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides, especially near

intersections.
¢ Willow Glen Drive: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides.
¢ Mountain View Road: Clear 50-100 feet of vegetation on both sides.

New Policy S 1.1.3.2: Establish a regular maintenance schedule for these fuel breaks to
ensure they remain effective year-round.


http://www.wildfirerisk.org/

NEW Policy S 1.1.4. Reduction of fuel in the form of live or dead brush, and other combustible
materials, from areas adjacent to property boundaries where not already required by state law or
county ordinance, to impede the spread of wildfire to populated communities of the subregion.

NEW Policy S 1.1.5. Robust fire breaks to inhibit the spread of wildfire within the subregion,
including but not limited to areas (1) surrounding the community of Crest, (2) directly east and west
of Harbison Canyon Road, and (3) throughout the subregion as necessary.

NEW Policy S 1.1.6. All communities within the subregion to be covered by a local Fire Safe
Council, and become Firewise USA site through the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).

NEW Policy S 1.1.7. The Planning Group, in cooperation with local fire officials and law
enforcement, shall hold a minimum of one public event each year to provide members of
community with information concerning defensible space, home hardening, procedures for
evacuation in the event of wildfire, the importance of compliance with rules concerning the display
of house numbers, and related issues.

NEW Policy S 1.1.8.1: Implement in cooperation with local fire agencies and Fire Safe Councils an
annual program for the removal of dead and dying trees and shrubs, specifically targeting areas
with dense chaparral and coastal sage scrub.

NEW Policy S 1.1.8.2: Establish in cooperation with local Fire Safe Councils and fire agencies an
annual wildfire preparedness drill focusing on evacuation procedures and home hardening
techniques.

NEW Policy S 1.1.9.3: Develop and distribute in cooperation with local Fire Safe Councils and fire
agencies detailed evacuation maps and plans to all residents, with specific instructions for those

living in high-risk areas.

[Previous policy 1.1.3 concerning a new street numbering system for Crest is deleted.]

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas

Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 4

Advising the County of San Diego to Update the Resource Management Plan for Stoneridge
County Preserve and Take Immediate Action to Reduce Fire Risk

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group has
reviewed the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Stoneridge County Preserve, prepared in
June 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Stoneridge County Preserve was classified as a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (FRAP 2012) at the time the RMP was
written; and

WHEREAS, the region has experienced significant wildfire activity, including the Laguna Fire in 1970
and the Cedar Fire in 2003, highlighting the importance of effective fire management strategies;
and

WHEREAS, the current RMP indicates that there were no official fuel modification zones within the
preserve, and some unapproved clearing had occurred adjacent to residential areas along the
eastern boundary, necessitating a more structured and comprehensive approach to fuel
management; and

WHEREAS, the plan included directives for creating fuel modification zones adjacent to residential
structures within 100 feet of the preserve's boundary, maintaining dirt trails for emergency access,
and coordinating with local fire protection districts, but these measures require enhancement to
address the increasing intensity and frequency of wildfires in California;

WHEREAS, members of the Planning Group conducted a thorough site visit together with
representatives of CalFire, the San Miguel Fire Protection District, the Crest Fire Safe Council and
interested parties on June 5, 2024 and found the fire mitigation measures outlined in the current
RMP have not been implemented, including failure to maintain trails and access routes, failure to
implement fuel modification zones adjacent to residences, and failure to coordinate with fire
agencies concerning reducing the fire risk posed by the Preserve in its current state;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Planning Group advises the County of San Diego to take
immediate and urgent action to reduce the fire risk posed by the current state of this Preserve by
fully implementing all fire mitigation actions prescribed by the current RMP, and to coordinate with
the San Miguel Fire Protection District and CalFire concerning additional steps, including but not
limited to the creation of fire breaks, to substantially reduce the wildfire risk posed by the Preserve.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning
Group advises the County of San Diego to initiate an update of the Stoneridge County Preserve
Resource Management Plan with a focus on the following:

1. Comprehensive Fuel Load Assessment: Conduct a thorough assessment of the current
fuel load, including live and dead brush, and identify critical areas that require immediate
attention.



2. Expansion of Fuel Modification Zones: Establish and maintain fuel modification zones
beyond the current 100 feet boundary where necessary, especially in areas adjacent to
residential communities.

3. Regular Maintenance and Monitoring: Implement a schedule for regular maintenance and
monitoring of these zones to prevent the accumulation of hazardous fuel.

4. Community Coordination: Enhance coordination with surrounding property owners and
communities to manage vegetation and reduce the spread of invasive, non-native plants
that contribute to fuel load.

5. Update Fire Management Practices: Review and update fire management practices and
response plans in collaboration with local fire protection districts to ensure they are up-to-
date and reflect current best practices.

6. Creation of a Fire Break: Establish a fire break between Crest and Harbison Canyon to
protect both communities from the spread of wildfires.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community
Planning Group advises the County of San Diego to prioritize the protection of natural resources
within the Stoneridge County Preserve and the safety of the surrounding communities by
implementing these proactive measures to reduce wildfire risks.

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 5

Resolution of the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group
Expressing Gratitude to the Representatives and Personnel of the San Miguel Fire Protection
District, CalFire, and the San Diego County Sheriff's Office

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group (the
"Planning Group") recognizes the critical importance of wildfire resilience and the safety of our
community members; and

WHEREAS, representatives from the San Miguel Fire Protection District, CalFire, and the San Diego
County Sheriff's Office have taken the time to consult with members of the Planning Group to
provide valuable advice and recommendations on strengthening wildfire resilience in our
subregion; and

WHEREAS, the men and women of the San Miguel Fire Protection District, CalFire, and the San
Diego County Sheriff's Office consistently demonstrate unwavering commitment, dedication, and
bravery in their efforts to protect our community from the dangers of wildfires and other
emergencies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon
Community Planning Group hereby expresses its gratitude to the representatives of the San Miguel
Fire Protection District, CalFire, and the San Diego County Sheriff's Office for their expertise, time,
and dedication in advising the Planning Group on wildfire resilience measures.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group extends its deepest appreciation to the men
and women of the San Miguel Fire Protection District, CalFire, and the San Diego County Sheriff's
Office for their steadfast commitment to the safety and well-being of our community members.
Their tireless efforts, courage, and professionalism are invaluable to the protection of our
community.

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 6

Resolution of the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group
Expressing Gratitude to the Crest Fire Safe Council and the Crest Community Association

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group (the
"Planning Group") acknowledges the significant threat posed by wildfires to our community and the
necessity of proactive measures to enhance wildfire resilience; and

WHEREAS, the Crest Fire Safe Council has demonstrated exceptional dedication over decades to
developing and updating the Community Wildfire Protection Plan, providing vital public education
on wildfire issues, and implementing programs aimed at reducing wildfire risk in the community of
Crest; and

WHEREAS, the leaders of the Crest Fire Safe Council, Kandhy Franklin and Kathy Fiedor, have
shown outstanding commitment and leadership over the years, greatly contributing to the safety
and preparedness of our community; and

WHEREAS, the Crest Community Association has shown a steadfast commitment to public
education on wildfire prevention and has been a strong supporter of the efforts of both the Planning
Group and the Crest Fire Safe Council;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon
Community Planning Group hereby expresses its gratitude to the Crest Fire Safe Council for their
outstanding work in developing the updated Community Wildfire Protection Plan, dedication to
public education on wildfire issues, and ongoing programs to mitigate wildfire risk in our
community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group specifically recognizes and Crest Fire Safe
Council co-founders Kandhy Franklin and Kathy Fiedor for their decades-long commitment and
exceptional leadership in advancing the goals of the Crest Fire Safe Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group commends the Crest Community Association
for its commitment to public education on wildfire and for its support of the Planning Group and the
Crest Fire Safe Council in their efforts to protect and enhance the safety of our community.

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



RESOLUTION 7

Resolution of the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group
Adyvising the County of San Diego to Encourage Communities to Become Firewise USA
Communities

WHEREAS, the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group (the
"Planning Group") advises the County of San Diego on planning, land use, transportation, and other
related issues, and San Diego County is home to numerous communities that are among the most
vulnerable to wildfire in the United States, with areas such as Crest, Harbison Canyon, and Dehesa
ranking higher in wildfire risk than 100% of communities in America according to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and Granite Hills ranking at 94%; and

1. The Firewise USA program, managed by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA),
provides a framework for communities to assess wildfire risks, develop action plans, and
implement measures to reduce those risks, thereby improving community resilience and
safety; and

2. Participation in the Firewise USA program has been shown to significantly reduce the risk of
wildfire damage through proactive community engagement, risk assessment, and
implementation of best practices in wildfire mitigation; and

3. Firewise USA communities benefit from improved safety, increased awareness, access to
resources, strengthened community cohesion, and potential insurance benefits due to
reduced wildfire risk; and

4. Organizing to become a Firewise USA community fosters a culture of safety and
preparedness, encourages individual responsibility, and promotes community
collaboration in wildfire risk reduction; and

5. The Planning Group has undertaken a comprehensive review of wildfire risk in the
subregion, consulting with multiple fire agencies, the Crest Fire Safe Council, and the San
Diego County Sheriff's Office, and recognizes the critical importance of community-level
initiatives in enhancing wildfire resilience;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon
Community Planning Group advises the County of San Diego to actively encourage communities in
the subregion and throughout the county to organize and become recognized Firewise USA
communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Planning Group advises the County of San Diego to provide support
and resources to assist communities in the process of becoming Firewise USA sites, including but
not limited to educational materials, expert guidance, and facilitating connections between
communities and fire safety organizations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Group highlights the following benefits and supporting
points for communities becoming Firewise USA sites:

1. Enhanced Safety: Firewise USA communities are better prepared to reduce the likelihood
and impact of wildfires, thereby protecting lives and properties.



2. Community Engagement: The program fosters community collaboration, strengthening
bonds and creating a shared sense of responsibility for wildfire preparedness.

3. Access to Resources: Participating communities gain access to valuable resources,
including expert advice, educational materials, and networking opportunities with other
Firewise communities.

4. Insurance Benefits: Some insurance companies in California offer incentives or discounts
to homeowners in recognized Firewise USA communities, acknowledging the reduced risk
of wildfire damage.

5. Proactive Risk Reduction: The program encourages communities to take proactive
measures in assessing and mitigating wildfire risks, which is essential in high-risk areas like
San Diego County.

6. Public Awareness: Firewise USA participation increases public awareness about wildfire
risks and promotes best practices for fire safety and mitigation.

Submitted by: Ron Nehring, Tim Lucas
Passed by the Crest Dehesa Granite Hills Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group:

June 10, 2024



