
 
 

FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 
And 

DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
Chair, Eileen Delaney 

Eileen.fallbrook@gmail.com 
 

Regular Meeting 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2024 
6:30 PM 

 
 Fallbrook Public Utilities District Board Room 

 990 E. Mission Road Fallbrook, CA 92028 
 

***For their convenience, members of the public may attend in-person or virtually through Zoom *** 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84509967763?pwd=wEpthLQrM9vqxgZFq8iWK0uP2nDavr.1 
 

Meeting ID: 845 0996 7763  Passcode: 925024  One tap mobile+16694449171,,84509967763# 
US   Dial by your location  • +1 669 444 9171 US 

Meeting ID: 845 0996 7763 
 

Para leer este agenda en español, copia y pega este texto en https://translate.google.com/  
“No podemos garantizar la precisión de información que está traducido por medio de Google™ Translate. 

 Este servicio de traducción se ofrece como recurso adicional para información.” 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
2. STATEMENT (just cause) and/or consideration of a request to participate remotely. 
(emergency circumstances) by a Group Member, if applicable. Voting item as necessary. 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
5. PUBLIC FORUM.  Opportunity for members of the public to speak to the Group on any 
subject matter within the Group’s jurisdiction but not on today’s agenda. No discussion. Three-
minute limitation. Non-voting item. 
 
6. APPROVAL of the September, 2024 Minutes. 
 
7. Resolution in favor of a MORATORIUM ON ANY NEW OR PROPOSED BESS 
FACILITIES. Community input. Voting item. 
 

mailto:Eileen.fallbrook@gmail.com
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8. Informational presentation by San Diego Community Housing on their two Senior affordable 
housing projects located on Alvarado Street and W. Elder John Wurster, jwurster@ots-
sdchc.org Community input Non Voting. 
 
9. Informational presentation by Lauren Jones, ljones@fuhsd.net, Principal of Fallbrook 
High School on their new Sign. Community Input. Non voting. 
 
10.  Justus Wallace Peppertree Park Villages 7&8 LLC Peppertree Park Villages 7 & 8. 
1654 S. Mission Rd. The Project proposes to subdivide a 39.83 acre site into 51 lots, 
which will include 44 single family residential units, two Open Space lots, two lots for 
biofiltration and three Trail lots. Zoning: Single Family Residential. General Plan: 
Specific Plan. Acre(s): 39.83. Owner/ Contact: Justus Wallace Peppertree Park Villages 
7&8 LLC, hjustus@Justusenterprise.com  .County Planner: Cathleen Phan, Cathleen 
.phan@sdcounty.ca.gov. Land Use Committee. Community input. Voting item. 
 
11. Sign Package for West Coast Self Storage. Location: West Aviation, Fallbrook. 
Contact: Christopher McCoy, cmccoy@nwbid.com County Planner: Martha Elena 
Sanchez, marthaelena.sanchez@sdcounty.ca.gov Design Review Board Committee. 
Community input. Voting item. 
 
12. Letter to County Board of Supervisors in support of including equestrian staging 
areas and trail connectivity in the San Luis Rey River Park and specifically at the Bonsall 
Community Park. (as was in previous plans) Community Input. Voting Item. 
 
13. Appoint community member Nicole Benitez as a non-elected member to Parks and 
Recreation Committee. Stephani Baxter, Committee Chair stephani.baxter@gmail.com. 
Community input. Voting item. 
 
14. PLANNING GROUP BUSINESS: 
           Reports:  
            Chair’s report:  
            Representative to the I-15 DRB: Jeniene Domercq 
            Project Updates: Steve Brown & Jim Loge 
            Representative to the Fallbrook Community Forum: Eileen Delaney 
            Representative to the Village Association: Roy Moosa 
            Representative to the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce: Jeniene Domercq 
            NCFPD & SD Sheriff Reports and information: Tom Harrington 
 
         Quarterly Reports (March, June, September, December) or as needed. 
           Trails Council & CSA-81: Stephani Baxter 
           Palomar College: Jacqui Kaiser,  
           Local Schools: Kelly Hansen 
           Fallbrook Historical Society: Scott Spencer 
           Fallbrook Regional Health District: JJ Neese 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE: The Fallbrook Planning Group occasionally has openings on its Committees for non-elected community 
members. Interested parties should contact the respective Committee Chairs: Land Use Committee Chair Steve  

Brown steve.fallbrook@aol.com,  Circulation Committee Chair Roy Moosa: 760-723-1181), Parks & Recreation 
Committee Chair Stephani Baxter: (stephani.fallbrook@gmail.com), Public Facilities Committee Chair Roy Moosa: 

(760-723-1181), and  Design Review Committee Chair Eileen Delaney: (eileen.fallbrook@gmail.com), 
 Ad-Hoc Cannabis Committee Chair, Jeniene Domercq, jeniene.fallbrook@gmail.com  

 
This is a preliminary agenda. If any changes are made, a final agenda will be posted at the Fallbrook Chamber  

of Commerce (111 S Main Avenue) at least 72 hours prior to the meetings).  
 

Eileen Delaney, Chairperson, Fallbrook Community Planning Group & Design Review Board. 
Email: Eileen.Fallbrook@gmail.com 

 
OFFICIAL 

PLANNING GROUP AGENDAS, MINUTES AND INFORMATION 
Website: www.fallbrookplanninggroup.org  

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/Fallbrook-Planning-Group-109111577938214  
Agendas can also be found at: 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/pds/gpupdate/comm/fallbrook.html. 
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JOINT [DRAFT] RESOLUTION OF FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 
AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REGARDING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE 
SYSTEMS 
October 20th, 2024


A JOINT [DRAFT] RESOLUTION OF THE FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP (“CPG”) 
AND FALLBROOK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (“Chamber”) EXPRESSING THEIR POSITION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (“BESS”) FACILITIES AND 
PROJECTS IN AND ADJACENT TO THE THE FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING AREA 


1.	 WHEREAS, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber are vested in the appropriate use of land 
considering the health, safety, welfare and economic viability of the community; and


2.	 WHEREAS, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber are mindful of the need for dependable and 
sustainable energy; and


3.	 WHEREAS, the County of San Diego’s General Plan does not include any language 
regarding BESS facilities; and


4.	 WHEREAS, in 2013, San Diego County Gas & Electric (“SDGE”) was mandated by the State 
to procure energy storage; and


5.	 WHEREAS, on May 31st, 2018, the CA Public Utilities Commission (“CPUC”) approved the 
1.0 40MW AES/Fluence “Build-Own-Transfer” to SDGE BESS project; and


6.	 WHEREAS, on February 18, 2019, the 40MW 1.0 AES/Fluence “Build-Own-Transfer” to 
SDGE BESS project was presented to the Fallbrook CPG and approved in support of “local area 
capacity for electrical system reliability” and the CPG was assured consistency with the Fallbrook 
Community and County General Plans, no or very low fire risk, no or very low noise and light 
nuisance and would have less than significant impact characteristics; and


7.	 WHEREAS, on December 14th, 2023, the Fallbrook 2.0 30MW BESS was approved by 
CPUC under revised General Order 131-D pursuant to SB 529; and


8.	 WHEREAS, on February 20th, 2024, the Fallbrook CPG unanimously opposed the 
expansion BESS project 2.0 30MW; and


9.	 WHEREAS, in an effort to increase grid reliability, there has been an increasing number of 
proposed and constructed BESS projects in the County of San Diego whose technology is fairly 
new, rapidly evolving and for which there is not a well-documented history of economic, health, 
and environmental impacts on local communities; and 


10.	 WHEREAS, the operational safety and security model for BESS facilities is remote 
management and low to no onsite staffing and therefore placement of these facilities in and around 
Fallbrook does not align with the Fallbrook Community Plan of optimizing available properties to 
their highest and best land use; increasing land values; and developing land uses that attract 
families and business investment; and


11.	 WHEREAS, BESS projects bring no economic benefit to Fallbrook, including jobs or tax 
revenue and, instead, place burden on the community with health and safety risks; long term static 
land use; negative impact on existing residential land values; disincentivizing employers and 
businesses from locating to the Area; and creating lower-than-optimum local opportunity in 
general; and
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JOINT [DRAFT] RESOLUTION OF FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 
AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REGARDING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE 
SYSTEMS 
12.	 WHEREAS, Fallbrook is located in an area of San Diego County subject to severe and 
destructive wildfires and as such, its residents have been required to undertake extensive fire 
safety efforts at their homes and businesses and have experienced issues such as ever-increasing 
insurance premiums or non-renewals due to the potential of fires; and


13.	 WHEREAS, one health and safety and environmental impact concern related to BESS 
projects is the significant potential for the ignition of fires, explosions and “thermal runaway” 
events which, once initiated, are extremely difficult to extinguish and create toxic gas plume; and


14.	 WHEREAS, protocol for a fire event requires emergency deployment of multiple agencies 
and personnel including but not limited to SDSO, NCFPD, CalFire, Capstone Fire Brigade, SDGE, 
EPA, CADFW, HIRT, and other agencies; and


15.	 WHEREAS, NFPA BESS standards are in their infancy and there’s not enough data to 
appropriately address concerns of a BESS fire and how to address those; and


16.	 WHEREAS, any infrastructure which increases grid reliability, also increases vulnerability for 
potential terrorist threats and cyber attacks; and


17.	 WHEREAS, in those cases where BESS projects are placed and governed under CPUC 
General Order 131-D, with no public review or adherence to zoning ordinances and therefore 
Fallbrook CPG will not have a sufficient opportunity to advise on and address the above-
referenced concerns about these types of projects or qualify for oversight of the ongoing operation 
in the future; and


18.	 WHEREAS, on July 17th 2024 the County of San Diego Board of Supervisors (“BOS”) 
adopted minute order No. 8 wherein the BOS made several recommendations to the County’s 
Chief Administrative Officer to establish siting and development standards for BESS projects in the 
unincorporated areas of the County and seek stakeholder input on standards and project review 
criteria for any projects that may be proposed for BOS consideration and approval; and


19.	 WHEREAS, on August 28, 2024, the City of Escondido adopted resolution No. 2024-113 
expressing its position and recommendations on BESS facilities in and adjacent to the City; 
acknowledging the need for consideration of local and regional design guidelines, development 
regulations, location placement restrictions, and related controls and criteria subject to input by 
ALL relevant stakeholders including residents, businesses, planners, legislative bodies, utility 
regulators, energy storage experts and industry representatives; and 


20.	 WHEREAS, on September 11, 2024, the County of San Diego BOS adopted minute order 
No. 5 wherein the BOS approved additional requirements for fire suppression reports to go “above 
and beyond” current code requirements and analyze appropriate residential setback 
considerations but did not include a moratorium on current or future BESS project applications; 
and


21.	 WHEREAS, on September 11, 2024, the County of San Diego BOS acknowledged State 
law prohibiting County from regulating any BESS facility or project which is under CPUC 
jurisdiction or applies for a permit under CA Energy Commission; and


22.	 WHEREAS, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber jointly concur in the need for a temporary 
moratorium for BESS projects in Fallbrook. 
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AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REGARDING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE 
SYSTEMS 
23.	 WHEREAS, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber jointly concur in the need for County General 
Plan zoning modifications which include “BESS” language as it relates to land use and setbacks; 
and 


24.	 WHEREAS, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber jointly concur in the need for the 
consideration of local and regional design standards, development regulations, location placement 
restrictions, and related controls and criteria subject to input by ALL relevant stakeholders 
including residents, businesses, planners, legislative bodies, utility regulators, energy storage 
experts and industry representatives. 


	 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber of Commerce 
as follows:


1. The above recitations are true. 


2. That as currently designed and constructed, the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber of 
Commerce do not find that BESS projects accomplish the fundamental development, 
economical, health and safety and land use goals of the community and any BESS projects 
considered to be located in and adjacent to Fallbrook should in good faith demonstrate 
compliance with and promote the values of the Fallbrook Community Plan and the 
Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce’s mission “to support business and build a better 
community”, be safe for residents and businesses and advance community priorities. 


3. That the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber of Commerce desires to have stringent development 
and siting standards for ANY proposed BESS within and adjacent to Fallbrook and 
encourages all County agencies to ensure that any BESS project in the County be 
adequately studied, safe, promote positive economic value and utilize the most up-to-date 
technology.


4. That the Fallbrook CPG and Chamber of Commerce express and declare their concerns 
over BESS projects in general as they relate to the future development of the Fallbrook 
Area. 
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