
Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group

Covering the area bordered by Escondido, 1-15, Valley Center, & Circle R
Meeting location: The Hidden Meadows Community Center 28208 Meadow Glen Way West 

November 7, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
******** NOTE DATE CHANGE******** 

PLEASE NOTE:  Any member of the public wishing to participate in this meeting remotely may 
download the ZOOM app, go to “join meeting” and put in meeting ID Number 822 8361 7484 and 
Passcode 073683. 

You may also join through the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82283617484?pwd=ZWJCSGhDZkc4VWczMFJqYUFZZmltUT09 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
Assistance for those with disabilities: If you need accommodation to participate is this meeting, 
please call Paul Hogan at (760) 913-7781 so necessary arrangements can be made. 

1) CALL TO ORDER: Paul Hogan, Chairman

2) ROLL CALL: Quorum establishment.

3) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

4) MINUTES

a) Draft Minutes from September 26, 2024*

b) Draft Minutes from July 25, 2024*

c) Draft Minutes from June 27, 2024*

5) OPEN FORUM: attendees may speak on any subject not covered by this Agenda

(Time limit – 3 minutes per speaker) 

6) ACTION ITEMS

a) Discretionary Permit for a Small Winery License Application for Hidden Meadows Vineyard, LLC.

(PDS2024-AD-24-017)*

7) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) Upcoming revisions to Policy I-1: See Text of Policy on SD County Website

b) Additional follow-up from Chairs’ call



c) December Meeting – December 12, 2024 

 

8) SUB-COMMITTEES 

a) Trails & Parks  

 

9) Member Comments 

 

10) Adjournment 

 

*  Denotes Attachment 

Next regular meeting will be on December 12, 2024 at the Hidden Meadows Community Center, 28208 Meadow Glen 
West.  If this agenda is further revised, it will be posted 3 days prior to the meeting on the community web site: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/gpupdate/comm/hidmdws.html. A final agenda may include 
additional items if added more than 72 hours prior to the meeting. For further information, contact the Chair. 
 
Public Disclosure  
We strive to protect personally identifiable information by collecting only information necessary to deliver our services. 
All information that may be collected becomes public record that may be subject to inspection and copying by the 
public, unless an exemption in law exists. In the event of a conflict between this Privacy Notice and any County 
ordinance or other law governing the County's disclosure of records, the County ordinance or other applicable law will 
control. 
 
At the discretion of the Sponsor Group, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for action, may be 
deliberated and may be subject to action by the Sponsor Group. All public records relating to an agenda item are available for 
public inspection at the time they are available to Sponsor Group members. They are available at 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/gpupdate/comm/hidmdws.html and are attached to the meeting agenda. 

 



Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group

Covering the area bordered by Escondido, 1-15, Valley Center, & Circle R

Thursday, Sep 26, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

DRAFT  MINUTES 

1) CALL TO ORDER: Paul Hogan, Chairman, 7:00 PM

2) ROLL CALL: Hogan, Delin, Michalowski, Brower, Chagala, present. Sealy, Cook, excused absent. Quorum

established.

3) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

4) MINUTES

July Minutes approval pushed to November 7 2024 meeting via 4 Yea, and 1 Abstention vote

5) OPEN FORUM: attendees may speak on any subject not covered by this Agenda

Kathleen Lippencott voices concern regarding contentious Board of Supervisors meeting, imposition of

battery storage requirements on solar installations, the cost of homeowners insurance, and cannabis

concerns.

6) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) Policy attached

b) Chair Hogan to ask County for a presentation regarding boutique wineries. Questions regarding solar

battery storage deferred

c) October Meeting to be pushed to November 7, 2024

7) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) SUB-COMMITTEES Nothing to report

8) MEMBER COMMENTS

None

9) Adjournment. Member Brower moved to adjourn, seconded by member Chagala, Motion passed with five

yeas,  Meeting Adjourned at 7:20

Attachment 1



Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group

Covering the area bordered by Escondido, 1-15, Valley Center, & Circle R

Thursday, Jun 27, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

DRAFT  MINUTES 

1) CALL TO ORDER: Paul Hogan, Chairman, 7:01 PM

2) ROLL CALL: Sealy, Hogan, Delin, Michalowski, Brower, Chagala, Cook, present. Quorum established.

3) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

4) MINUTES

April and May minute review postponed until July meeting

5) OPEN FORUM: attendees may speak on any subject not covered by this Agenda

Kathleen Lippet states her opposition to allowing commercial cannabis growers access to ground water,

believing they should pay for municipal water

6) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) After presentation by Curtis Lively, Chagala motions to approve requested standard variance. Brower

seconds. Motion passes six yea, and one abstention.

b) Sealy states he appreciates the group taking no position. No further discussion

c) Brower moves to confirm Nov 12, 2025 date for meeting with San Diego DPW, Michalowski seconds,

motion passes with seven yeas

7) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) Presentation made. Minimal group discussion follows, no action taken

b) b(i) Chaiman Paul to invite Ashley Sullivan from San Diego County to July meeting

b(ii) No comments.

c) informational only

8) SUB-COMMITTEES Nothing to report

9) MEMBER COMMENTS

Chagala asks that the Group invite Mark Slovik from San Diego County to July Meeting to discuss Rock

Crushing program off I15

Sealy notes he is nearly complete updating the Group roster

Sealy notes that the new Fire Station being constructed off of the I15/Deer Springs Road intersection

received a waiver regarding Sponsor group discussions

Chairman Hogan leads discussion regarding date change for monthly meetings. Date to remain the fourth

Thursday of the month.

Attachment 2



10) Adjournment. Member Sealy moved to adjourn, seconded by Chairman Hogan, Motion passed with seven

yeas,  Meeting Adjourned at 8:12



Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group
Covering the area bordered by Escondido, 1-15, Valley Center, & Circle R

Meeting location: The Hidden Meadows Community Center 28208 Meadow Glen Way West 
July 25, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

Draft Minutes 

1) CALL TO ORDER: Paul Hogan, Chairman

2) ROLL CALL: Quorum establishment.

Hogan / Chagala / Brower / Delin / Cook present 

Sealey, Michalowski absent (excused) 

3) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

4) MINUTES

a) Draft Minutes (June 27)*

Motion by Brower / Second by Delin / Minutes Not Adopted 4-0-1 

b) Draft Minutes (May 23)*

Motion by Hogan / Second by Brower / Minutes Adopted 5-0 

c) Draft Minutes (April 25)*

Motion by Delin / Second by Chagala / Adopted 5-0 

5) ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS/CORRESPONDENCE

a) Rimrock Subdivision Improvement Agreement extension*

i) Ashley Sullivan attended via Video conference and answered members’ questions regarding the

above project.

6) SUB-COMMITTEES

a) Trails & Parks

i) No updates

7) MEMBER COMMENTS

8) ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Brower / Second by Hogan / Motion passes 5-0

Attachment 3



County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING OR SPONSOR 
GROUP PROJECT REVIEW 
 

ZONING DIVISION 
 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA  92123 ● (858) 694-8985 ● (888) 267-8770 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-534   (Rev. 02/09/2021) 

Record ID(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

Project Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Project Manager: ______________________________________________________________ 

Project Manager’s Phone: _______________________________________________________ 

Scope of Review: 
Board Policy I-1 states; “groups may advise the appropriate boards and commissions on discretionary 
projects as well as on planning and land use matters important to the community.”  Planning & 
Development Services (PDS) has received an application for the project referenced above. PDS 
requests that your Group evaluate and provide comment on the project in the following areas: 

• The completeness and adequacy of the Project Description
• Compatibility of the project design with the character of the local community
• Consistency of the proposal with the Community Plan and applicable zoning regulations
• Specific concerns regarding the environmental effects of the project (e.g., traffic congestion, loss

of biological resources, noise, water quality, depletion of groundwater resources)

Initial Review and Comment: 

Shortly after an application submittal, a copy of the application materials will be forwarded to the Chair of 
the applicable Planning or Sponsor Group. The project should be scheduled for initial review and 
comment at the next Group meeting. The Group should provide comments on planning issues or 
informational needs to the PDS Project Manager at your earliest convenience. 

Planning Group review and advisory vote: 

A. Projects that do not require public review of a CEQA document: The Group will be notified of the
proposed hearing date by the PDS Project Manager. The project should be scheduled for review and
advisory vote at the next Group meeting.

B. Projects that require public review of a CEQA document: The Chair of the Planning Group will be
noticed when an environmental document has been released for public review. The final review of
the project by the Group, and any advisory vote taken, should occur during the public review period.

As part of its advisory role, the Group should provide comments on both the adequacy of any 
environmental document that is circulated and the planning issues associated with the proposed project. 
The comments provided by the Group will be forwarded to the decision-making body and considered by 
PDS in formulating its recommendation.  

Notification of scheduled hearings: 

In addition to the public notice and agenda requirements of the Brown Act, the Group Chair should notify 
the project applicant’s point of contact and the PDS Project Manager at least two weeks in advance of 
the date and time of the scheduled meeting. 

Attachment 4
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County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 
 

COMMUNITY PLANNING OR SPONSOR 
GROUP PROJECT RECOMMENDATION 
 

ZONING DIVISION 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA  92123 ● (858) 694-8985 ● (888) 267-8770 
        http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-534   (Rev. 02/09/2021) *PDS-PLN-534*

Record ID(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Project Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Planning/Sponsor Group: _____________________________________________________ 

Results of Planning/Sponsor Group Review 

Meeting Date: ________________________

A. Comments made by the group on the proposed project.
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

B. Advisory Vote:   The Group       Did  Did Not make a formal recommendation, 
approval or denial on the project at this time.   

If a formal recommendation was made, please check the appropriate box below: 

MOTION:      Approve without conditions 
   Approve with recommended conditions 
   Deny 
   Continue 

VOTE:     ______ Yes       ______ No      ______ Abstain      ______ Vacant / Absent 

C. Recommended conditions of approval:
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

Reported by: __________________________ Position: ______________ Date: __________ 

Please email recommendations to BOTH EMAILS;  
Project Manager listed in email (in this format): Firstname.Lastname@sdcounty.ca.gov  and to 
CommunityGroups.LUEG@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds
mailto:Firstname.Lastname@sdcounty.ca.gov
mailto:CommunityGroups.LUEG@sdcounty.ca.gov


County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 

DISCRETIONARY PERMIT APPLICATION 
ZONING DIVISION 

RECORD ID(S): Pos-z.& v-\ - 1\1) - z._c\ - �H't

FEES 

DEPOSITS 

Planning 

------

LD Review T earns 

+ 

+ 

DEH 

+ + 

+ + 

TOTAL FEES ANO INITIAL DEPOSIT: $_----"-�--'-1_"\_\'----------

Trails Review other 

+ 

+ 

The submitted Initial Deposit is estimated to cover only the initial project review (Scoping). Additional monies will be required. A 
project-specific cost estimate will be provided at the conclusion of Scoping, along with a letter detailing any project issues, revisions, 
and studies as deemed necessary for compliance with State and County codes and ordinances. 

Have you had a pre-application conference? YES [] NO l!I If yes, Planner's Name ______________ _ 

Is this project the subject of a code violation? YES D NO l!I If yes, provide a copy of the Warning/CitationNiolation Notice. 

Are there any related, open applications such as DEH permits, Grading permits, etc? YES □ NO t!] 

If yes, list permits: _N_O_N_E _________________________________ _ 
Is there an existing Trust Account on any of the open records related to this proposed project? YES □ NO El 
Are there any prior related cases such as a specific plan? If yes, list Case Number(s)_N_O_N_E ____________ _ 

The Financially Responsible Party is responsible for all costs related to this application (See form PDS-126). 

Assessor's Parcel No. (APN)_1_8_5_- _4 _0 _0_-0_ 4_- 0_0 __________________________ _

Owners Name Joseph Manea owner's Phone 714-388-5765 

Owner's Address 28572 Meadow Mesa Ln., Escondido CA 92026 
Number street 

owner's email joseph@jmpelectronics.com 
City 

Applicant's Name Hidden Meadows Vineyard Inc. 
(If different from owner) 

Zip 

Owner's Fax _N_o_n_e ___________ _
Stale 

Applicant's Phone 714-388-5765 

Applicant's Address 28572 Meadow Mesa Ln., Escondido CA 92026 
Number Street City Slate Zip 

Applicant's email joseph@jmpelectronics.com Applicant's Fax _N_o_n_e __________ _

Engineers Name None, no construction project Engineer's Phone ________ _ 

Engineer's Address -
-=N.,...um-=ber

-----=s1r,
-

ee...,..1
------,,cc:-ity

-----=51
...--:
at

,-
e 
-----,

Z
,,...

ip 
______________ _ 

Engineer's email ___________________ Engineer's Fax _____________ _ 
Project Contact Person_Jo_se_p_h_M_a_n_e_a ______________ Phone 714-388-5765 

Address 28572 Meadow Mesa Ln., Escondido CA 92026 
Number Street City Stale Zip 

Project Contact's email Joseph@jmpelectronics.com Project Contact's Fax _N_IA _______ _ 

Project Name Small Winery License Application for Hidden Meadows Vineyard Inc 

Project Address & Nearest cross street 28572 Meadow Mesa Ln Escondido CA 92026 / Meadow Mesa Drive 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the statements made as part of this application are true and
correct. I hereby agree to provide the indemnification as required by Chapter 2 of Division 6 of Title 8 of the San Diego County Code.

*REQUIRED: an Authorized Agent signing below must attach
--- OFFICIAL USE ONL y ---

a signed Letter of Authorization.

Joseph Manea 
Print Signator's Name 

PDS-346 (Rev. 4/19/2021) 

09/27/20� 
Date 

SDC PDS RCVD 10-14-24 

AD24-017 
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FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY 

General Plan Designation 

Regional Category 

USE REGULATIONS 

ANIMAL REGULATIONS 

Density 

... U) Lot Size 

ZONE 

Zz Building Type 

Existing 

WO 
:!! I== Maximum Floor Area 
0. ct Floor Area Ratio 0 ..J 
..J::::, Height w(!) 
>w Lot Coverage 
~~ Setback 

Open Space 

SPECIAL AREA REGULATIONS 

Within: Rural Village Boundaries? 
Project is within a Specific Plan? 
Related Records/Permits? 

YES NO 

D D 
D D 
D D 

Proposed For Administrative Pennits and Use Pennits 
Describe use: 

Thomas Guide (Page/Grid) ______ _ 

Tax Rate Area ------------
Total Acres _____ No. of lots ___ _ 

Planning Group \-\-+-\/O(N M C-A""t>ows 

Community Plan \.\"I.017f..rJ rAiAvows 

Supervisor District __________ _ 

YES NO 

Village Boundaries? D D Special Study Area? 
YES NO 

D D 
If yes, name of Specific Plan. ____________ _ 
If yes, list ___________________ _ 

YES NO YES NO 

Project is subject to the County Groundwater Ordinance? D D FP-2 0 0 
YES NO 

Project is within 1/2 mile of a Regional Park? D D 
Project is within 1 mile of a Highway? D D 
Project is within 1 mile of a City? D D If yes, name of City 

Project is proposed for Septic? D D 
Project is proposed for Sewer? D D 
Project is a Violation Case? D D 
Military Notice is required? D D 
Project is within 150' of the International Border? D D 
If yes, notify the Department of Homeland Security. See Board of Supervisor's Policy I-111. 

If the subject parcel was created through a PM or B/C, have you verified that all Covenants of Improvement 
have been satisfied? YES D No D /F NO, DO NOT ACCEPT THE APPL/CAT/ON. 

Is there a different owner of mineral rights than the owner of real property? YES D NOD 
If yes, identify name and address: __________________________ _ 

FOR PLANNER ASSIGNMENT - PLEASE CALL (858) 694-3292 

Technician lnitials:C?~e.ol!(t:,.,f.. Date: ,t::J/1t/ luv.l Technician's comments: -----------

PDS-346 (Rev. 04/19/2021) 



County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION 
ZONING DIVISION 

Type of permit requested: D Major Use Permit D Modification 

(Check ALL that apply) D Minor Use Permit D Minor/Administrative Deviation 

Ii] Administrative Permit D Time Extension 

D Site Plan 

Ii] Others Small Winery 

Waivers or exceptions: 

(e.g., height or setbacks with Major Use Permit) associated with the application: 

None 

Description of proposed use: 

Describe in detail the use/projects in terms of purpose, capacities, operating characteristics, 
access-parking arrangement, service radius and any other relevant data. Attach additional 
sheets if needed. 

Please see attached document 

- -- OFFICIAL USE ONLY --

SDC PDS RCVD 10-14-24 

AD24-017 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
For any questions, please email us at: PDSZoninqPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca .qov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-346S (Rev. 6/15/2021) I IIIIIIII IIII IIIIII II llllllll 11111111111111111111111111111111111 II IIII PAGE 1 of2 



County of San Diego, PDS, Zoning Division 
Continued 

Complete the following table if the project proposes to create ANY new dwelling units or lots. 

Number of Subdivision Lots/Parcels proposed: 

Gross Lots Net Lots 

Dwelling Units (gross) Dwelling Units (net) 

Total Residential Lots Total Commercial Lots 

Total Industrial Lots Total Civic Lots 

Definitions 

Gross Lots: Number of lots that would potentially exist after project 
buildout. 

Net Lots: Number of gross lots minus number of lots that existed prior to 
project approval. An existing lot is a lot that was created in 
conformance with the Subdivision Map Act. 

Dwelling Units (gross): Number of dwelling units that would exist after project buildout. 

Dwelling Units (net): Number of gross dwelling units minus the number of existing 
dwelling units prior to implementation of this project. An 
existing dwelling unit is a dwelling unit that has been permitted. 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
For any questions, please email us at: PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-346S (Rev. 6/15/2021) PAGE 2 of2 



PDS-346S Description of proposed use: 

Hidden Meadows Vineyard is a winery dedicated to producing high-quality wines and offering a 
unique and intimate tasting experience for our guests. We would like to obtain a small winery 
administrative permit to operate a tasting room , conduct event rentals, and facilitate 
direct-to-consumer wine sales. This permit will enable us to enhance our customer 
engagement, promote local agritourism , and contribute to the cultural and economic 
development of the region . 

Capacities and Operating Characteristics: 
• Tasting Room Operations: Our tasting room will be open to the public 4-5 days a week. 

The tasting experience will include guided wine tastings, vineyard tours, and educational 
sessions on winemaking and viticulture. 

• Event Rentals: We plan to host private events such as birthday or anniversary parties, 
small corporate gatherings, and community events. These events will be managed to 
ensure minimal impact on the surrounding community. Sound levels will comply with county 
regulations to avoid disturbances. 

• Wine Sales: We will offer direct-to-consumer wine sales. The tasting room will serve as the 
primary location for on-site sales, where customers can purchase bottles or join our wine 
club for regular deliveries and exclusive offers. 

Access and Parking Arrangements: 
• Access: The vineyard is accessible via Meadow Mesa Ln with clear signage directing 

visitors to the tasting room . The entrance and exit points are designed to ensure smooth 
traffic flow and safety for all visitors. 

• Parking: The parking will be street parking, on one side of the street and there will be 
separate designated spaces on the property for guests with disabilities. Overflow parking 
arrangements will be made for larger events, utilizing nearby available space with proper 
shuttle services to ensure minimal impact on local traffic. 

Service Radius: 
The primary service radius includes local residents and visitors from the broader San Diego 
County area, as well as tourists exploring the region's wine country. Our focus is on attracting 
wine enthusiasts, event hosts, and tourists seeking an authentic and personalized winery 
experience. 

Environmental and Community Impact: 
Hidden Meadows Vineyard is committed to sustainable and eco-friendly practices in our 
vineyard operations. We use organic farming methods and water-conservation techniques to 
minimize our environmental footprint. Our events and tasting room activities are designed to 
respect the rural character of the area, with noise and traffic management plans in place to 
maintain harmony with the surrounding community. 

Conclusion: 
With the small winery permit, Hidden Meadows Vineyard aims to provide a welcoming and 
educational environment for wine lovers, while also supporting local tourism and agriculture. 
We are committed to maintaining a high standard of excellence in our operations, ensuring that 
our presence is a positive and beneficial addition to the San Diego County community. 



• 
Joseph Manea 

County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 
PROJECT FACILITY AVAILABILITY - FIRE 
ZONING DIVISION 

PfMae ()lpe or UN pen 

714-388-5765 
Phoi-. 

ORG ___ _ 

ACCT _ _ _ _ 

28572 Meadow Mesa Lane ACT ----
TASK ___ _ 

F 

Cly 
CA 
Stiti 

92026 
Zip 

DATE. _ _ _ _ AMT$ ___ _ 

DISTRICT CASHIER'S USE ONLY 

SECTION 1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT 

A. Ml;or &bdiYWol 1 (TM) B Specific Plan« Specific Plan Amendment 
Minor SUbdMlion (TPM) Certfficllte c:I Compliance:. ____ _ 
9cx.ndary Adjustment 
Rezone (Reda8dlcation) from._ ___ __;to ____ __,.one. 
M¥>i' I.Jee Permit (MUP), pupoee:. _ _ _ _______ _ 
Time Exteneion ... c..e ....._ _ ___________ _ 
Expired Map .. . c- No .. _____________ _ 
Olh.- aMAI.I.. WNERY 

Reade.itial . . . . . . Total runberofdwellil'll um. ______ _ 
Commercial ... .. Gross floor area._ _________ _ 

lndUlllllriel . . . . . . . Gross lo0f ..... __ ...,,,,._=--------

Assessor's Parcel Number{s) 
extra f nec:eaa 

185-40()-()4-00 

Other ....... . .. Gross floor an!MI 1100 SF.,._ T-.i"- Thomas Guide. Page ____ Grid ___ _ 

c. Total Project acniage 5-5 AC Total 1otsONE Smallest proposed 1otN/A 28572 Meadow Mesa Lane, Escondlclo 
Project .aa- siieet 

Hidden Meadows 92026 
Canmu-ity PlmTiing ~ 

Applica,t'a Signatwe: I' h ~ Dete:._09_12_7_!202._4 ___________ _ 
OWNERIAPPUCANT AGREE~COMPLETE ALL COND110NS REQUIRED BY THE lJS I Rk."T. 

~28572 Meadow ~Ln., Escondido CA 92026 Phone: 714-388-5765 
tothed t at •fire tocom • 

SECTION 2: FACILfN AVAILABILITY TO BE COMPLETED BY DISTRJCT 

A Project is in the District and e igi le for se ce. 
Project Is not in the District but Is within its Sphere of Influence boundary, owner must apply for annexation. 
Project i5 not in the District and not within its Sphere of Influence boundary. 
Project Is not located entirely within the Dlstnct and a potential boundary Issue exists with the .,,.......---=---=:----- ..,.,.. DlstJict. 

B. Baaed on the capacity and capability of the Di&trlct's existing and planned facilities, fire protection facilities are currently 
adequate or wi ll be ~ quate ID ~rve the proposed project The expected emergency travel time to the proposed project is 

~-~ minutes. 

8 Fi_re pro~ ~acilities are not expected to be adequate to serve the proposed development within the next fl¥e years. 
C. Dis~ c:t~dl1on~are~. Numberofsheetsattached: SDC PDS RCVD 10-14-24 

District will submit conditions at a later date. 

SECTION 3. FUEL.BREAK REQUIREMENTS 
Note: The fuelbrNk ,equlrwnentll preecrlbed by the tire dlatrlct for the propoaed project do not 

1111y clw#ng prior to project app,on/ by Planning & Dawlopment Ser.rlcea. 

~ Within the proposed project I 0() feet of clearing will be required around al structures. 
D The propoaed project is ioatted in a hazardous wildland fire area, and additional fUe lbreak requiremen1s may apply. 

Environmental mtigation requirements should be coordinated wth the flre distrk:t to ensure that these requi'ements wit not 
pose !Ire hazards. 

Ttu Project Facllly Aalalability FOfm le ...ad lltl ft,-J diecrltionary action la taken ~rt to tha IIA)lcllli0I I for u. pr0pOMd p,qKt er tni a is 
wlhdrawn, lnNaa aho. cq:>ntkln ~ la att.wiae noted. 

"5 r i 6/9·67Z·]lll /6/,, /zlJ 
rure Print am• and Ttt. Phone o.r I 

On oompletion of 8eetiai 2 and 3 by the Diltrict, applicart la to Mbmi this form with application ID: 
Pia . & 0.velo nt S..W:- - Zori Couriw 5510 o...riand Aw &a 110 Sao Oieao. CA 92123 

POS-399F (Rev. 31231202 .. ) IWI Ulllllll UIIIIIIIIUHIIDIII 

I I 
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County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 
PROJECT FACILITY AVAILABILITY - WATER 
ZONING DIVISION 

Please type or use pen 
ORG VCA4\IJI> w Joseph Manea 714-388-5765 

Owner's Name Phone ACCT 

28572 Meadow Mesa Ln. ACT O{- oo-~· -13100 
Owner's Mailing Address Street TASK 

ltf:?!e Escondido CA 92026 DATE lO/tJ!/ 'Z,Ol,"f 
AMT$ 

City State Zip DISTRICT CASHIER'S USE ONLY 

SECTION 1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT 

A D Major Subdivision (TM) D Specific Plan or Specific Plan Amendment Assessor's Parcel Number(s) 

D Minor Subdivision (TPM) D Certificate of Compliance: (Add extra if necessary) 

D Boundary Adjustment 
D Rezone (Reclassification) from to zone. 1 85-400-04-00 
D Major Use Permit (MUP), purpose: 
D Time Extension ... Case No. 
D Expired Map ... Case No. 
[!] Other SMALL WINERY 

B. D Residential . . . . .. Total number of dwelling units 
D Commercial. . . .. . Gross floor area 
D Industrial . .. . . . . Gross floor area 
D Other ......... . Gross floor area 

Thomas Guide Page Grid 
C. Ii] Total Project acreage 5.5 AC Total number of lots one 28572 Meadow Mesa Ln Escondido 

D. Is the project proposing the use of groundwater? D Yes [!] No Project address Street 

Is the project proposing the use of reclaimed water? D Yes [!] No Hidden Meadows 92026 
Community Planning Area/Subregion Zip 

Owner/Applicant agrees to pay all necessary construction costs, dedicate all district required easements to extend service to the project and 
COMPLETE ALL CONDITIONS REQUIRED BY THE DISTRICT. 

Applicant 'sSignature : .~ VJ ~ Date: 09/27/2024 

Address: 28572 MeadMesa Ln. Escondido CA 92026 Phone: 714-388-5765 

IOn completion of above present to the district that provides water protection to comDlete Section 2 below.I 

SECTION 2: FACILITY AVAILABILITY TO BE COMPLETED BY DISTRICT 

District Name: VALLEY CENTER MWD Service area t-,'\<2~dovJs 
A 29, Project is in the district. 

D Project is not in the district but is within its Sphere of Influence boundary, owner must apply for annexation. 
D Project is not in the district and is not within its Sphere of Influence boundary. 
D The project is not located entirely within the district and a potential boundary issue exists with the District. 

B. ~ Facilities to serve the project ~ ARE D ARE NOT reasonably expected to be available within the next 5 years based on the 
capital facility plans of the district. Explain in space below or on attached . (Number of sheets) 

D Project will not be served for the following reason(s): 

C. & District conditions are attached. Number of sheets attached: C, ) 0 V\ e. 
D District has specific water reclamation conditions which are attached. Number of sheets attached: 
D District will submit conditions at a later date. NIA D. ~ How far will the pipeline(s) have to be extended to serve the project? 

fh;s Pmject Facil ity A1fiJ'ity Fo,~c od uni;! fiMI di~cetiona,y action is taken P'-"""nl to the applicatioo fo, the pmpooed p,~ect oc u,<il it is 
withdrawn , unless a sh ~ o da er e noted. 

Authorized Signature: Print Name vJ ~ l lj GY'Q lolo e . 
Print ntle D is:fric. + € t'\~ i\\e ~(' Phone ( 711,0) 13S-4 S" 00 Date \ O/ \ 0 f ~2*' 

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT A COMMITMENT OF SERVICE OR FACILITIES BY THE DISTRICT r ( 
On completion of Section 2 and 3 by the District, applicant is to submit this fo- - iiiVD 

1 
O 

14 24 Planning & Development Services - Zoning Counter, 5510 Overland Ave, Suite 1 • • 

PDS-399W (Rev. 3/11/2024) I IIIIIIII IIII IIIIII II llllllll 111111111111111111 lllll 111111111111111111 
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ITEM I 

ITEM II 

PROJECT FACILITY AVAILABILITY -WATER 

EXHIBIT 'A' 

Assessor's Parcel Number: 185-400-04 

WATER SUPPLY 

Water facility (pipeline, pumping station, and local storage) capacity is available to serve this development. 
However, given the current and potentially long-term hydrologic, legal and regulatory conditions negatively 
impacting quantity and reliability of supplies from the State Water Project and the Colorado River delivered 
through our sole source suppliers, the Metropolitan Water District and the San Diego County Water Authority, 
there exists the very real possibility that at any point in the foreseeable future the Valley Center 
Municipal Water District may not have, and/or State regulations may limit, water supplies to serve this 
development without restriction and limitation on water usage. Once meters are installed, residents of this 
property will be required to participate in any conservation measures and/or water supply shortage response 
programs that have been adopted, or may be adopted, by the Valley Center Municipal Water District. 

WATER METER ASSIGNMENT 

Property has an existing 1" Domestic Meter on Mountain Meadow, Northeast corner of parcel. 

ITEM 1111 FIRE PROTECTION 

Fire protection requirements by the local Fire Protection Agency may involve the construction of District facilities 
by the applicant. Installation of a dedicated Fire Meter may be required for development. 



PLOT PLAN 
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Owner: 

Mario Selar 
28572 Meadow Mesa Ln 
Escondido CA 92026 
Ph . (949) 629-8702 

Contact: 

Joseph Manea 
2620 Annandale 
Tustin CA 92782 
Ph. (714)388-5765 

Site Address: 

28572 Meadow Mesa Ln 
Escondido CA 92026 
APN # 1 85-400-04-00 
5 .5AC 

Sumary Table: 

SFD, 3,738 sq. ft . 
Attached Garage 650 sq. ft . 

Mountoin Meadow 

Wdt Highlo,_, Or 

VECINITY MAP 

SCALE: 1" = 80' 

Manea Designs 
9 Toth8f Moon Lane, Ladoo Ranch, CA 92694 
9 49.444.1195 nickmanea@oox.net 

(l) 
0 
C 
(l) 
-0 ·-Cf) 
Q) 
([ 
L.. co -(l) 

(f) 

0 
L.. co 
~ 

LO 
0 
,-
0) 
,-

0 z 
b 
<{ 
a: 
I-

0 ........,.,,..0.,.,-.....,, e ,..o.,. C>ESI C3 r--.J S 
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rfSOOMv.ON LAW COPYRIGHT AND OTHER PfO>ERTY RIGHTS 
IN T>ESE Pl.ANS. THESE Pl.ANS AFE NOT rose FEPACX>lX)8), 
C>INl3EO,MCOPIEON NNFCAMOAIMNNEFI\\HA.TSOE\IER,N:fi 
AAE THEY TO IE ASOOOO> TO A 1HR) PAATY \"1T>f01Jf FIRS'f OOTANN, 
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THESE Pl.A,t.$ 8V A lHfO PAAl'Y, Tl-E THIAO P/lfflY SHALL l-0.0 
M ANEA D ESIGNS HAFIMI-ESS. 

00 N OT SCA LE PLANS 

REVISIONS 
NO. DATE DESCRIPTION 

PAOJECT MANAOEA : NM 

CESIG'ER : NM 

OOAWNBY: NM 

AEVIEWEDBY : NM 

lST81.0G, OEPT S1..8\NTTAI..: 

ISSUED FOR~: 

.X:,S MJMBER : 

CAO ALE NA.ME : 

DATI:: SHEET: 

10.09.24 SP-1 

SDC PDS RCVD 10-1~24 
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SANDIEGOCOUNTY.GOV 

MURALI PASUMARTHI 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

PUBLIC WORKS 
5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 410, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92123-1237 

(858) 694-2212

October 23, 2024 

SEC. 72.101. ESTABLISHMENT OF STOP SIGNS AT STOP INTERSECTIONS 

The Road Commissioner shall erect and maintain stop signs in compliance with the 
provisions of the Vehicle Code at the entrance to every intersection where a Civil or Traffic 
Engineer licensed by the State of California has determined traffic safety and/or 
intersectional operation will be enhanced, the proposed stop control shall be supported 
by a safe approach speed of less than 5 MPH and the Community Planning/Sponsor 
Group (where applicable). If there is opposition to the proposed stop control, the matter 
will be reviewed by the San Diego County Traffic Advisory Committee as a full item and 
a recommendation will be submitted to the Board. The Board can then determine if  there 
is special hazard to life or property by reason of the volume of traffic at such intersection, 
or because of the lack of visibility to the drivers of vehicles approaching such intersection, 
or because of the number of reported accidents or the apparent probability thereof, or by 
reasons of physical conditions which render any such intersection exceptionally 
dangerous or hazardous to life or property, and where the factors creating this special 
hazard are such that according to the principles and experience of traffic engineering, the 
installation of stop signs is reasonably calculated to reduce the expectancy of accidents 
and that the use of warning signs would be inadequate. 

The following location meets the necessary criteria as defined in Section 72.101. of the 
San Diego County Code and therefore has been deemed appropriate to be signed 
accordingly: 

ESCONDIDO The intersection of Forest Drive and Kaywood 
Drive. A stop control is to be placed facing 
westbound traffic on Forest Drive. 

___________________________________ 
Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group 
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Establishment of Stop Sign – Forest Drive & Kaywood Drive 
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Proposed location for the stop control to be installed. 
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JASON HEMMENS 
INTERIM DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
5510 OVERLAND AVENUE SUITE 210, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92123 

(858) 565-3600

www.sdparks.org

Title 

October 22, 2024 

Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group 
Paul M. Hogan  
28403 Meadow Mesa Lane 
Escondido, CA  92026 

EMAIL: hmcsg@paulhogan.org 

REQUEST FOR FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2024-25 PARK LAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE (PLDO) 
AND RECREATION PROGRAMMING PRIORITY LISTS  

Dear Paul M. Hogan: 

The mission of the County of San Diego Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is to enhance 
the quality of life in San Diego County by providing exceptional parks and recreation experiences 
and preserving significant natural resources. DPR facilities build strong and sustainable communities 
by providing residents with space to exercise, recreate and gather, which supports their physical, 
social, emotional and mental well-being. DPR’s award-winning park system features 157 facilities 
across 58,000 acres of land, including parks, campgrounds, sports parks, community and teen 
centers, splash pads, fishing lakes, open space preserves, historic sites and over 380 miles of trails. 

In an effort to meet the need of a growing and changing San Diego population, the County maintains 
a Parks Master Plan (PMP) and identifies important projects for that Plan, in part, through Park Land 
Dedication Ordinance (PLDO) Priority Letters. 

DPR is seeking your community’s input on the PLDO and Recreation Programming priorities for the 
North County Metro Local Park Planning Area (LPPA).   

PLDO PROJECT PRIORITY LIST 

DPR requests that the Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group (CSG) recommend projects 
eligible for PLDO funding for the FY2024-25 PLDO Priority Project List for the North County Metro 
LPPA. The most recent PLDO Priority Project List information received from your group is attached. 

Attachment 6
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Pursuant to Board Policy F-26: Utilization of Park Lands Dedication Ordinance Fees and Interest, 
DPR annually requests a 5-year priority list from each Community Planning and Sponsor Group to 
identify community recommendations for use of PLDO funds.  

Please see link to the Board of Supervisors Polices for more information:  

 Select Section F, Board Policy F-26
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_board/f_026____utilization_of
__park__lands__dedication__ordinance__fees_and__interest

The Park Impact Fee consists of an administrative fee, park land acquisition fee and park 
improvement fee. Park Land Acquisition Impact Fees fund the acquisition of park land. Park 
Improvement Impact Fees fund the development of new or expansion of existing park or recreation 
facilities.  

 See Section 810.115 Limitations on Use for more details on the use of Park Impact Fees:
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_regs/0-0-0-98944

Please visit the links below for additional information: 

 Park Land Dedication Ordinance (PLDO) Webpage
http://www.sdparks.org/content/sdparks/en/AboutUs/Plans/pldo.html

 Park Land Dedication Ordinance (PLDO)
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_regs/0-0-0-91424

Upon receiving your Group’s recommended PLDO priority list, DPR will analyze the priority list for 
conformance with the PLDO and Board Policy F-26.  This information will also be considered in the 
PMP which is the framework for the long-term use and development of DPR Facilities. The plan 
allows us to assess existing and future recreational needs, align investment with community 
necessities, evaluate feasible options and develop a strategic plan to request funding and to budget 
for long-term or phased development improvements.  

 See the link below for PMP details
https://www.sdparks.org/content/dam/sdparks/en/pdf/Development/Parks%20Master%20Pl
an.pdf

If a project is eligible to receive PLDO funding, it can be included in the County’s Capital 
Improvements Needs Assessment (CINA) process pursuant to Board Policy F-26: Utilization of Park 
Lands Dedication Ordinance Fees and Interest.  The CINA is a planning document that includes a 
comprehensive list of all planned capital projects over a five-year period that require the 
appropriation of funding typically for design, environmental and/or construction funding.  

Please see link below for CINA information: 

 CINA and Capital Plan for 2024-2029
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https://engage.sandiegocounty.gov/capitalplan24-29/widgets/70470/documents 

If considered, DPR staff will coordinate with your group to determine a project’s feasibility and 
summarize the process for completing the project. Please note that DPR will consider projects on 
the recommended priority list, as well as general community recreation needs when determining 
whether to bring recommendations forward to the Board of Supervisors for consideration. In some 
instances, DPR may recommend park improvements that are needed but not on a community’s 
priority list.   

RECREATION PROGRAMMING PRIORITY LIST  

The Recreation Programming Plan defines DPR’s major recreation program goals for the next 5 
years. The purpose of the Recreation Programming Plan is to improve services by providing 
recreational programming that meets the unique needs of each community. 

Examples of recreation programs include youth sports, teen programs, dance and cooking classes, 
senior exercise programs, cultural arts and special events. Recreation programming cannot be 
funded using fees collected pursuant to the PLDO.  

DPR requests that the Hidden Meadows CSG recommend recreation programs for the North County 
Metro LPPA. Program recommendations will be evaluated, and approved programs will be included 
in the next Recreation Programming Plan for parks in your community.  

Please submit your Group’s PLDO and recreation programming priorities using the attached priority 
form to DPR no later than January 22, 2025. If there are no changes proposed to last year’s priority 
lists, please indicate so on the form and return to DPR.   

If you have any questions, need additional information, or would like to request DPR staff attendance 
at a future meeting, please contact Mark Kieser, Senior Park Project Manager, at 858-226-8200 or 
email at Mark.Kieser@sdcounty.ca.gov.   

Sincerely, 

Kasia Trojanowska 

Kasia Trojanowska, Deputy Director of Development Division 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

Attachment: CSG Priority Lists 

cc:  Mark Kieser Senior Park Project Manager 
Jake Enriquez Region Manager 
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NORTH COUNTY METRO LOCAL PARK PLANNING AREA AND HIDDEN MEADOWS 
COMMUNITY SPONSOR GROUP PRIORITY LISTS 

PARK LANDS DEDICATION ORDINANCE (PLDO) PROJECT PRIORITY LIST: 
PLDO Eligible Recreational Use examples include but are not limited to sport fields and courts, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, community gardens, and recreation buildings. 

FY2024-25 Hidden Meadows Community Sponsor Group (CSG) PLDO Project Priority List  
(List in order of priority) 

PREVIOUS FY2023-24 Hidden Meadows CSG PLDO Project Priority List  
(Listed in order of priority) 

SUMMARIZED LIST Letter 1/30/23 
Priority 1 – Active park land - APN 186-580-55-00 is 15.79 acres of open space. Flat parcel, located 
near population center and  frontage along Meadow Glen Way East, a quiet residential street.  
Request to support tot lot, basketball courts, pickleball courts, picnic area and a dog park or off-leash 
area.  Surrounded by mature tree landscape.   
Priority 2 – Active park land – APN 186-502-13-00  is a 6.2 acre parcel favorably located near 
population center of Hidden Meadows.  Accessible from Oak Ranch Rd. and  located near markets 
and golf clubhouse.  Site has many mature oaks.  Request to support a tot lot, basketball court, 
pickleball court and picnic area.   
Priority 3 – Active park land – APNs 186-501-04-00, 186-580-25-00 and 186-580-26-00.  Together  
comprised 13.66 acres along Meadow Glen Way East.  Removed from population center. 
Disadvantage of transmission lines along the western parcel. Has flat area with mountain views.  
Request to support  tot lot, basketball courts, pickleball courts, picnic area and a dog park or off-leash 
area and community garden and also to trail system.   
Priority 4 – Open Space and Trails – APN 186-311-05-00 is an open space parcel of 8.72 acres which 
abuts along its south side a wilderness park parcel APN 186-311-06-00 of 13.28 acres which together 
would create a 22-acre open space/ wilderness park.  Request for hiking trails and scenic views, 
community garden, and an opportunity to hike with their dog off-leash within Hidden Meadows. 

RECREATION PROGRAMMING PRIORITY LIST: 
Recreation programming examples include but are not limited to afterschool programs, sport leagues, 
and fitness classes. 

FY2024-25 Hidden Meadows CSG Recreation Programming Priority List  
(List in order of priority) 
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PREVIOUS FY2023-24 Hidden Meadows CSG Recreation Programming List 

Once parks have been established, then the CSG will make recreation recommendations 

Please complete and email to Mark.Kieser@sdcounty.ca.gov by January 22, 2025.
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Purpose  

To establish policy and procedures for the establishment and operation of planning and 
sponsor groups.  This Policy shall also establish procedures for the groups' primary 
responsibilities of updating the County of San Diego’s (County) General Plan and 
reviewing discretionary regulatory projects.  

Background 

The County General Plan, adopted by the Board of Supervisors, meets the requirements 
of State law and provides broad guidelines for the proper development of the 
unincorporated county.  An accepted method for refining and updating the General Plan 
is to prepare, adopt and implement local plans for the various unincorporated 
communities in the county.  

Local planning is more responsive to local needs if there is a high level of citizen 
participation in the planning process.  The policies and procedures that follow are 
intended to encourage citizen participation and to provide a uniform process in the 
preparation, revision and implementation of community and subregional plans for 
unincorporated areas of the county and for the creation of planning and sponsor groups.  
These groups work closely with the local citizenry and staff to help guide the course of 
growth in their respective planning areas.  

Policy  

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors that: 

Representative planning groups and sponsor groups be formed in the communities and 
subregions of the unincorporated area for the purpose of advising and assisting the 
Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors in the preparation, amendment and 
implementation of community and subregional plans.  

The procedures set forth herein shall be followed in the establishment of community and 
subregional plan boundaries, the formation of planning and sponsor groups and in the 
preparation, amendment, and implementation of community and subregional plans.  
Further, the groups may advise the County of San Diego (County) on discretionary 
projects as well as on planning and land use matters important to their community.   

Because planning and sponsor groups exist to advise the County, a planning and land use 
matter that does not require County of San Diego approval may be discussed if properly 
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noticed, but the only action that the group may take is an action to advise the County of 
the group’s perspective on the issue. 

The procedures set forth herein shall also guide the operations of all planning and sponsor 
groups, including the consideration of planning business in public meetings and the 
administration of internal responsibilities that must be carried out by all planning and 
sponsor groups throughout the year.  

COMMUNITY BOUNDARIES  

The Department of Planning & Development Services shall maintain a map of the 
unincorporated area of San Diego County identifying the boundaries of all community 
and subregional plan areas, as well as sponsor group areas.  The boundaries shall reflect 
commonality of interest, topography, access, and existing district boundaries to the 
greatest extent possible.  If the boundaries of community and subregional plan areas are 
revised, voting precinct boundaries shall also be revised if necessary to conform to these 
new boundaries.  

The boundaries of group areas shall be defined at the time a group is established by the 
Board.  The map shall be reviewed periodically by LAFCO and SANDAG staff for 
consistency with regional planning efforts.  

Each planning and sponsor group area and subregion shall be identified by name.  The 
boundary map shall be reviewed periodically by the Planning Commission and the Board.  
During such review, boundaries may be changed for good cause by the Board after 
notification and comment by affected planning or sponsor groups.  The Registrar of 
Voters shall be notified within 30 days of the Board of Supervisors' actions.  There shall 
be no boundary changes within 180 days prior to an election.  

SPONSOR GROUP FORMATION  

The principal function of a sponsor group is to be an information linkage between the 
community and County on matters dealing with planning and land use. 

A sponsor group may be formed through two different approaches by the Board of 
Supervisors.  Any community organization in an area where there is no elected planning 
group may seek designation by the Board of Supervisors as a sponsor group upon 
obtaining the recommendation of the Supervisor(s) for their district.  Formation of a 
sponsor group may also be initiated upon the recommendation to the Supervisor of the 
district in which the need for a group has been indicated.   
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Nominations for membership in a sponsor group may be solicited from the community-
at-large, by departmental staff, and/or the staff of the Supervisor's office.  Each sponsor 
group member must be appointed by the Board of Supervisors. A member cannot 
function as a sponsor group member until the Board has appointed the member and the 
member has completed the community planning/sponsor group training pursuant to 
Article III, Section IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this 
Policy.  Subsequent vacancies shall be filled in the manner specified in Article II, Section 
IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy.  The term of 
membership for sponsor groups members is provided in Article II, Section III of said 
Bylaws.  

The members of a sponsor group may, upon the recommendation of the Supervisor of 
their district and authorization by the Board, stand for election as members of a planning 
group, thus bringing to an end their sponsor group status.  

COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP FORMATION  

The formation of community planning groups is authorized by the Board of Supervisors 
and the planning group members are elected by the registered voters in the community 
plan area.  

Elections for planning groups that have been authorized by the Board of Supervisors will 
be conducted by the County Registrar of Voters the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November of each even-numbered year.  Except as otherwise specifically provided 
herein, elections will be administered according to the California Elections Code.  
Sections 10500 through 10566 as they presently exist or may be amended in the future.  

If by 5:00 p.m., on the 88th day prior to the election, the number of candidates does not 
exceed the number of positions to be filled, the Registrar of Voters shall not conduct an 
election of such planning group, but shall certify the qualified candidates to the Board of 
Supervisors for appointment.  When the number of available positions equals or exceeds 
the number of qualified candidates, the Board of Supervisors shall, during a regular 
Board meeting, appoint qualified persons to the planning group as nominated by the 
Supervisor(s) of the applicable district(s).  In either case, appointments shall become 
effective the first Monday after January 1 following the election date.  Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, no person elected to membership on a planning group shall have, as 
against the County, the right to any specific term of membership and the County may call 
an election for any group whenever the Board of Supervisors deems appropriate.  

Only registered voters living in the planning area are eligible to be candidates and to vote 
in the election of the planning group for that planning area.  Candidates may obtain 
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petition of nomination forms from the office of the Registrar of Voters beginning on the 
113th day prior to the election.  To be a qualified candidate, the completed forms must be 
filed with the Registrar of Voters office by 5:00 p.m., at least 88 days prior to the 
election.  There shall be no 5-day extension for candidate filing if an incumbent fails to 
file by the 88th day before the election.  

The Registrar of Voters shall number each seat on the planning group 1 up to 15.  For the 
purpose of election and filling vacancies, each planning group member shall be 
designated as filling a numbered seat.  

The specific number of seats up for re-election shall not appear on the ballot.  Instead the 
ballot shall state "Vote for no more than Seven" or "Vote for no more than Eight" (with 
appropriate changes for subregional areas), depending on which terms are expiring.  In 
cases where the Board of Supervisors makes appointments to the group due to an 
insufficient number of candidates, such appointments shall specify the seat number which 
the appointee is to fill.  

In a newly authorized planning group, the 15 individuals receiving the highest number of 
votes shall become members of the planning group.  The top eight will receive a 4-year 
term, and the remainder will receive a 2-year term.  This rule will apply to the formation 
election only.  

The successful individuals, as certified by the Registrar of Voters, shall become members 
of the planning group beginning on the first Monday after January 1 following the 
election.  The Registrar of Voters shall provide each newly elected individual with a copy 
of the certified election results.  Any person who fails to comply with any of the 
requirements as outlined by the Registrar of Voters shall be ineligible for membership on 
a planning group.  

The recall of a planning group member shall be governed by the provisions of Division 
11 of the California Elections Code, as it presently exists or may be amended in the 
future, regarding the recall of local officers.  A planning group member shall be regarded 
as a local officer solely for the purpose of implementing the recall provisions of Division 
11.  The terms “governing board” and “governing body” referenced in Division 11 mean, 
for the purpose of implementing the recall provisions of Division 11, the community 
planning group whose member is the subject of a recall petition.  The Registrar of Voters 
shall determine the method of conducting a recall election for a planning group member.  

Subsequent vacancies shall be filled in the manner specified in Article II, Section IV of 
the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy.  The term of 
membership for planning group members is provided in Article II, Section III of the 
Bylaws.  
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Election of Planning Groups in Subregions  

To ensure adequate neighborhood representation for each section in a subregion, the 
Board of Supervisors may identify sections of the subregion and determine the number of 
members and numbered seats to be filled from each section, at least 180 days in advance 
of the election, and direct the Registrar to so indicate on the ballot.  Only registered 
voters living in a given section of a subregion are eligible to represent that section on the 
planning group.  All registered voters in the subregion may vote to elect members for 
vacant seat(s) from each section.  If the number of candidates does not exceed the number 
of vacancies in each section, the Registrar shall not conduct an election for that section 
but shall certify the qualified candidates to the Board of Supervisors for appointment.  

If a planning group member changes his/her legal address to a different section of the 
subregion from that in which he/she was elected or appointed to represent, that group 
member shall immediately forfeit his/her position in the planning group.  This vacancy 
may then be filled by a resident from that section of the subregional plan area where the 
vacancy occurred in accord with Article II of the Bylaws.   

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE  

No person who is a candidate for membership on a community planning group shall 
accept or receive any campaign contribution which either:  (1) is from a source other than 
a natural person; or (2) will cause the total amount contributed by the same person (other 
than the candidate himself or herself) with respect to a single election, including 
contributions to any agent or committee on behalf of the candidate, to exceed the sum of 
$250.00.  

Financial disclosure statements shall be filed as follows:  

At the time of filing the petition for nomination with the Registrar of Voters, planning 
group candidates shall file, and within 30 days of assuming office sponsor group and 
planning group members shall file, financial disclosure statements disclosing all financial 
interests in disclosure categories 1, 2, 3 and 7 below (investments, interests in real 
property and business positions).  Thereafter, sponsor group and planning group members 
shall file annually (no later than March 31 covering the preceding calendar year), and 
within 30 days of leaving office, financial disclosure forms disclosing all financial 
interests in all disclosure categories below.  All statements by candidates for and 
members of planning groups shall be filed with the Registrar of Voters.  All statements 
by members of sponsor groups shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.   

Financial disclosure statements shall be made on forms prescribed by the Fair Political 
Practices Commission (FPPC) and supplied by the Department of Planning & 
Development Services.  The jurisdiction to which the financial disclosure requirements 
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relate shall be the community planning or sponsor group area served by the group 
member, and real property shall be deemed "within the jurisdiction" if the property or any 
part of it is located within or not more than two miles outside the boundaries of the 
jurisdiction.  (See Gov. Code § 82035) The members shall provide all financial 
information in respect to investments, real property and income relating to the 
jurisdiction required on the FPPC disclosure forms in the following disclosure categories:  
1. Investments (other than those held by a business entity or trust).  
2. Interests in Real Property (other than those held by a business entity or trust) 

"Interests in Real Property" does not include the principal residence of the filer for 
purposes of disclosures.  

3. Interest in Real Property and Investments Held by Business Entities and Trusts.  
4. Income (other than loans and gifts)    
5. Income - Loans  
6. Income - Gifts  
7. Business Positions  
8. Commission Income, Income and Loans to Business Entities and Income From 

Rental Property  
In addition, candidates for membership of a planning group shall file with the Registrar 
of Voters campaign disclosure statements in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 
4 of the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Gov. Code Section 84100 et. seq.).  

Planning and sponsor group members who do not completely and accurately file financial 
disclosure statements pursuant to the provisions of this Policy shall not receive legal 
defense and indemnification from the County pursuant to Article VIII of the Bylaws 
contained in this Policy until financial disclosure statements are filed pursuant to the 
provisions of this Policy.   

OPERATION OF PLANNING GROUPS AND SPONSOR GROUPS  

Conduct and operation of the planning and sponsor groups is governed by this Policy, 
and the Brown Act, as well as by Bylaws and Standing Rules that may be adopted by the 
groups.  Bylaws and Standing Rules may supplement this Policy but may not supersede it 
in any manner.  

Planning and sponsor group members are not County decision makers.  They act in an 
advisory capacity to the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning 
Administrator, the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and others involved 
in the County land development process.  Planning and sponsor groups are not 
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empowered by ordinance or policy to render decisions of any kind on behalf of the 
County of San Diego or its appointed or elected officials.  These groups are recognized as 
having a working relationship with the County on planning and land use matters.  
Community issues not related to planning or land use are not within the purview of these 
groups.  

No planning or sponsor group member shall request any project proponent to make any 
contribution of money, goods, services or any other things of value to the community or 
to any person or organization within the community as a condition of or for receiving the 
favorable vote of the group or any of its members.  Planning and sponsor groups and their 
members shall not make direct requests to project applicants for additional studies.  This 
prohibition includes, but is not limited to, requests for further analysis of potential project 
impacts, additional studies and additional mitigation. These requests shall be made to the 
assigned County project manager, who will make a determination as to whether the 
requested study or mitigation is necessary.  As part of a group’s recommendation on a 
project, planning and sponsor groups can make recommendations for conditions of 
approval relating to a development proposal provided the recommended conditions of 
approval are consistent with State law and County ordinances.   

Disqualification  

No planning or sponsor group member shall make, participate in making, or in any way 
attempt to use his or her position on the planning or sponsor group to influence the 
making of any decision which he or she knows or has reason to know will have a 
reasonably foreseeable material financial effect, distinguishable from its effect on the 
public generally as described in Article VII, Section II of the planning and sponsor group 
Bylaws contained in this Policy.  Members shall disqualify themselves from group 
business in accordance with Article VII, Section III of the Bylaws, but may represent 
their personal interests in the manner specified in Article VII, Section IV of the Bylaws.   

Planning and Sponsor Group Meetings  

All group meetings shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown 
Act (Gov. Code Sections 54950 and following) and Article VI of the Planning and 
Sponsor Group Bylaws.  All planning and sponsor group meeting agendas shall follow 
the meeting agenda template provided in Attachment A of this Policy.  Group business, 
adjournments and other similar actions should not be heard by the group before 
agendized Action Items.  

Political Activity  
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The group will not endorse, take action on, or support any political activity (e.g. the 
support of any candidate for office). The group may, however, provide a public forum for 
the discussion of planning issues which are important to their community.  

Code of Conduct 

All members of Planning and Sponsor Groups are expected to abide by the Code of 
Conduct in Attachment D of this policy.  

Legal Defense and Indemnification  

Planning and sponsor group members may receive legal defense and indemnification 
through the Office of County Counsel if the criteria in Article VIII of the Planning and 
Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy are met.  To be eligible to receive County 
Counsel assistance, a group member must make a written request to County Counsel for 
defense and indemnification within 5 business days of having been served with legal 
papers.  The County of San Diego may decline to defend a group member under the 
circumstances specified in Article VIII of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws 
contained in this Policy.  

Planning and Sponsor Group Assistance  

County staff is available to assist the planning and sponsor groups.  The Department of 
Planning & Development Services (Department) shall coordinate staff support for the 
groups.  Assistance may be requested for periodic training regarding areas of concern and 
for staff attendance at meetings to give additional information on selected projects.  

The Department shall provide community planning/sponsor group training for new and 
seated members of the groups in accordance with Article III, Section IV of the Planning 
and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy. 

The Department shall interpret and recommend revisions of Policy I-1, recommend 
changes in planning area boundaries, recommend creation of new groups and provide 
general resolution of problems that may arise in the course of group activities.  The 
Department shall coordinate the appointments and confirmation of new planning group 
and sponsor group members with the Board of Supervisors and the Registrar of Voters.   

Planning and Sponsor Group Expenses 

The Department shall cover authorized expenses incurred by the group while doing group 
business. The list of reimbursable expenses is below.   Other expenses for which 
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reimbursement is sought must be reviewed and approved by the Department prior to 
those expenses being incurred.  The allocation of reimbursements among the groups shall 
be reviewed annually and shall reflect the workload of the group.  

1. Posting Public Notices in Newspaper 
2. Postage 
3. Copying 
4. Office Supplies: 

a) Calendars 
b) File Folders 
c) Paper 
d) Envelopes 
e) Return Address Stamps 
f) Name-Plates 
g) Equipment under $50.00 
h) Other similar types of office supplies 

5. Post Office Box Rentals  
6. Meeting Hall Rentals not to exceed $100.00/ hour 
7. Letterhead (must be purchased through the Department of Planning & Development 

Services) 
8. Mileage is a reimbursable expense for the group Chair or his/her designee at County 

stakeholder and steering committee meetings and public hearings for discretionary 
projects located within the Chair’s or his/her designee’s community.  

9. Telephone calls from the Chair, the Chair’s designee, and/or Secretary of the group 
when it is not possible to call using the Department’s toll free telephone number.   

Each reimbursement request shall not exceed $100.00 (except for meeting hall and post 
office box rentals) and must be received by the Department within three months of 
purchase or receipt of invoice.   

PLAN PREPARATION  

During the preparation or update of a community or subregional plan, the role of the 
planning or sponsor group is to advise and provide recommendations to the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors on the proposed community or subregional plans.  
The group shall be assisted by County staff in preparing the community or subregional 
plan and related documents pursuant to this Policy.  

Research and Analysis  
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During the research phase, staff may gather data on existing and needed public services, 
population, environmental constraints and other information related to the potential for 
development within the community or subregional plan area.  A community conference 
may be sponsored by the planning or sponsor group to identify community needs, 
aspirations and issues.  

During this stage of the program, the group should become familiar with the adopted 
County General Plan, and the existing Community Plan and Text.  The needs of the 
community should be assessed, and the data prepared by staff should be reviewed by the 
group.  

Goals and Policies  

Based on the community conference, the adopted County General Plan, and other 
relevant planning policies, staff shall prepare draft goals and policies for the 
consideration of the group.  The purpose of the draft goals and policies shall be to give 
direction to the subsequent more specific detailed planning that will be done to complete 
a preliminary plan.  The draft goals and policies may address community preference with 
respect to the appropriate timing for annexation or incorporation of areas within the 
community or subregional plan area.  

The planning or sponsor group shall review and revise the staff prepared goals and 
policies with staff assistance and approve a draft set of goals and policies for publication.  
Any conflicts between the preliminary goals and existing County policy or planning 
principles will be resolved at this time.  The draft goals and policies shall be well 
publicized throughout the community and the group shall hold an open community 
meeting to discuss the draft.  Subsequent to the meeting, acceptance of the final draft 
goals and policies will be by a majority vote of the authorized group membership.  

Plan Formulation  

Based on the accepted community goals and policies, staff will prepare a preliminary 
plan consisting of a land use map, proposed zoning and a text setting forth goals, policies, 
and standards.  In the course of scheduled public meetings, staff proposals will be revised 
by the planning group.  With the help of community input during these meetings, a 
revised preliminary plan, hereafter referred to as the proposed plan, will be prepared and 
approved by the group.  

Staff will identify for the group, the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors 
any differences between the proposed plan and existing County policy, fundamental 
planning principles, or the accepted community goals and policies.  Differences thus 
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identified would result in a recommendation to either change County policy or the 
proposed plan.  

There may be instances where staff and the group disagree on parts of the proposed plan 
in which case both proposals should be brought forward to the Planning Commission and 
the Board of Supervisors.  

The expenditure of County funds is authorized to pay for the printing and distribution of 
a preliminary goals report and preliminary plan map and report for a community which 
has been duly authorized by the Board to prepare or update a community or subregional 
plan, subject to the existence of sufficient funds in the Department budget for such 
publication and distribution.  

The preparation of a community or subregional plan or its update shall be completed 
within two years from the date of Board authorization, unless specifically modified or 
extended by action of the Board of Supervisors.  The proposed plan shall then be 
processed with all due speed in compliance with applicable environmental review, public 
hearing notification and general plan amendment scheduling as determined by the Board 
of Supervisors.  

PLAN ADOPTION  

Planning Commission Hearing  

Staff will prepare the necessary notice of public hearing and other documents as required 
by law.  If feasible, the Planning Commission may hold its hearing in the planning area.  
It is the responsibility of the group to assist staff in presenting the proposed plan at the 
hearing.  

The purpose of the public hearing is to assure everyone an opportunity to present 
testimony on the proposed plan and proposed zone reclassifications.  Since every resident 
of the unincorporated county will be affected either directly or indirectly by the plan, the 
hearing is an important part of the democratic process.  Upon completion of the hearing, 
the Planning Commission may approve the plan and recommend its adoption to the 
Board of Supervisors or may recommend revisions to the plan.  

Board of Supervisors Hearing  

The Board of Supervisors must also conduct an advertised public hearing.  After closing 
the hearing, the Board may adopt the plan or direct that the plan be revised. In the latter 
case, the plan must be returned to the Planning Commission for a recommendation on 
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any substantial proposed revisions not previously considered by the Planning 
Commission, prior to the final adoption of the plan by the Board of Supervisors.  

PLAN AMENDMENTS  

It is the role of the planning and sponsor groups to review and make recommendations on 
proposed amendments to the community or subregional plan.  Staff shall present 
proposed amendments to the group prior to the plan amendment being transmitted to the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.  

PLAN REVISION  

Upon authorization of the Board of Supervisors, a comprehensive revision to an existing 
community plan may be undertaken, in which case the provisions of this Policy related to 
Plan Preparation shall apply.  Staff is not authorized to work on comprehensive plan 
revisions without specific Board authorization.  

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION  

Proponents of development are encouraged to submit their development proposals to the 
planning groups for a preliminary review prior to formal application to the County.  This 
procedure could be more cost effective to the applicant and could result in earlier 
resolution of local concerns.  Preliminary review does not eliminate or replace the group's 
formal review and/or appeal rights as a part of the normal application process.  

The planning or sponsor group shall advise the Director of Planning & Development 
Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors in the implementation of the adopted community or subregional plan.  In 
carrying out this responsibility, the group shall advise on development proposals, 
rezones, general plan amendments, and similar matters which would impact their 
planning area.  Planning and sponsor group comments on these proposals are strictly 
advisory.  Group recommendations must be in writing, and must represent a majority of 
the planning or sponsor group's authorized membership.  Minority opinions may be 
provided, and shall be accompanied by a statement identifying what portion of the group 
endorses the statement.  

The group shall forward its recommendation to the Department pursuant to Form #534 
(Attachment B), so that the recommendation can be included in correspondence to the 
project applicant and as part of the staff report for the appropriate hearing body or officer 
(the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the 
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Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors).  Every effort should be made to 
submit a group recommendation within seven calendar days following a meeting.   

The staff report to the hearing body or official shall indicate if the County has received an 
official recommendation and/or a minority report from the affected planning or sponsor 
group.  If no recommendation is provided, the hearing body or official may request one 
from the planning or sponsor group.  

Proposed Publicly-Initiated Projects 

The planning or sponsor group may make recommendations on proposed publicly-
initiated planning and land use projects based on their consistency with the adopted 
community or subregional plan.  

County staff shall inform the group of all proposed publicly-initiated planning and land 
use projects, including zoning amendments, proposed plan amendments, and proposed 
text revisions.  Such proposals shall be presented to the group for review prior to being 
presented to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.  

Proposed Privately-Initiated Projects 

The planning and sponsor groups may make recommendations on proposed privately-
initiated planning and land use projects based on their consistency with the adopted 
community or subregional plan.  Each group may review and make recommendations on 
private development applications according to the following process:  

1. The Department of Planning & Development Services shall provide each group 
with timely notice of private development or land use proposals that are filed with 
the County and located within each group’s community planning or sponsor 
group area.  

2. The Department of Planning & Development Services shall provide each group 
with one hard copy and an electronic copy of permit applications and plans 
associated with each project. The hard copy shall be used for display during 
public meetings and the electronic copy shall be promptly made available upon 
receipt by the Chair or his/her designee to members of the planning or sponsor 
group to provide members with adequate time to review permit applications and 
plans prior to meetings.   

3. Public notices mailed by County staff upon submittal of private development 
applications shall include the following information:  Name of the pertinent 
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planning/sponsor group, where and when the group meets, and a link to the 
County of San Diego website where the group’s agenda can be.  

4. Each group Chair or his/her designee shall coordinate with the project applicant’s 
point of contact to place the project on the agenda for group consideration and 
recommendation.  Each group Chair or his/her designee should notify the project 
applicant’s point of contact and the County Project Manager at least two weeks in 
advance of the scheduled meeting.  Every effort should be made to have the 
meeting occur within 30 days following application submittal to the Department 
of Planning & Development Services.  This is because when a project is 
submitted, the County Project Manager provides the initial scoping letter that 
identifies project issues after a 30 day review period.  Ideally, a planning or 
sponsor group’s comments/recommendations are included in this initial letter to 
inform the applicant of community concerns.  If a project is unable to be 
considered by a planning or sponsor group within the first 30 days after project 
submittal, the group’s recommendation will be sent to the project applicant by the 
County Project Manager via a separate letter.  

5. Each group shall conduct its meetings in accordance with the Brown Act and any 
other legal requirements, including but not limited to the Political Reform Act and 
Conflict of Interest Codes, necessary to assure the project's proponents and 
opponents and other members of the public receive a fair opportunity to be heard.  

6. Each group shall complete its review, write its recommendation, and forward it to 
the Department of Planning & Development Services pursuant to Form #534 
(Attachment B) so that the recommendation can be included in transmittal of the 
project correspondence/staff report to the project applicant and the applicable 
hearing body or officer.  Every effort should be made to submit the group 
recommendation within seven days following a meeting.   

7. The staff report to decision makers on private development proposals shall 
include the official advisory group recommendation.  If such a recommendation is 
not provided by the group, the staff report to decision makers shall indicate that 
no statement was filed by the planning or sponsor group.  

APPEAL PRIVILEGES  

The planning and sponsor groups are authorized free appeal privileges on all 
discretionary land use matters that are located within their community planning or 
sponsor group area.  
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The decision to file an appeal must be approved by a majority of the group's authorized 
membership.  If no group meeting at which the appeal item may be placed on the agenda 
a minimum of 72 hours in advance (to ensure Brown Act noticing requirements) is 
scheduled prior to the end of the appeal period, the Chair of the group may file the appeal 
or must file the appeal if so directed by petition of a majority of the group's membership.  
The decision to appeal shall then be confirmed by a majority of the group's authorized 
membership at their next meeting.  Failure to achieve a majority vote in favor of appeal at 
the next group meeting shall require the group to withdraw the appeal. The group Chair 
or his/her designee shall promptly notify the County project manager that the group 
confirmed the decision to appeal or that the group withdraws the appeal. 

PLANNING AND SPONSOR GROUP BYLAWS  

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY  

Section I The authority for the establishment of a planning or sponsor group (group) 
is in the San Diego County Board of Supervisors Policy I-1 entitled, "Planning and 
Sponsor Group Policies and Procedures."  Policy I-1 also governs the group's operations.  
Section II The purpose of the group is to advise the Department of Planning & 
Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission and the 
Board of Supervisors on discretionary projects and on planning and land use matters 
important to their community.  
Section III The group is a non-partisan, non-sectarian, non-profit-making organiza-
tion.  It does not take part officially in, nor does it lend its influence to, any political 
issues.  
Section IV Planning group members are not County decision makers.  They are 
advisors to the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, 
the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors only. Such groups are not 
empowered by ordinance or policy to render a decision of any kind on behalf of the 
County of San Diego or its appointed or elected officials. 
Section V These Bylaws may be amended only by action of the San Diego County 
Board of Supervisors.  

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP  

Section I Planning group membership shall be limited to adults (18 years of age or 
older) who are registered voters living in the pertinent planning area.  Sponsor group 
members appointed after June 3, 1998 shall be limited to adults who are registered voters 
that either reside within the sponsor group boundaries or own property located within the 
sponsor group boundaries.  
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Section II The group is limited to 15 members.  Groups shall consist of an odd 
number of members, determined by the Board of Supervisors, ranging from a minimum 
of 5 members to a maximum of 15 authorized members.  Neighborhood representation by 
a specific number of members is permitted.  Elected and appointed members shall reflect 
that prescribed ratio of representation.  
Section III Membership on planning and sponsor groups shall be for four (4) years. 
Numbers shall be assigned to all seats.  Planning group members will retain their 
membership until the first Monday after January 1 following the election, after which, if 
reelected, they will begin a new term.  If not reelected, members may retain membership 
until replaced by the newly elected members of the planning group.  Planning group seats 
shall be up for election in the following years: 

a. for even numbered seats:  1986, and each fourth year thereafter;  

b. for odd numbered seats:  1988, and each fourth year thereafter.  

For sponsor groups, the four year term shall expire on the first Monday after January 1, in 
the following years:  

a. for even numbered seats:  2003, and each fourth year thereafter;  

b. for odd numbered seats:  2001, and each fourth year thereafter.  

Appointees to vacancies shall serve out the full unexpired term of the vacant seat.  
Section IV Candidates for vacancies occurring in the membership of the group must 
meet all the requirements for membership, as set forth elsewhere in this Policy.  
Vacancies are filled in accordance with the group's Standing Rules.  If there are no 
applicable Standing Rules, vacancies are filled from the list of candidates in the election 
in order of the number of votes they received; and if no list exists, volunteers may be 
accepted. Confirmation of the candidate from an Election list or of a volunteer shall be by 
majority vote of the remaining members of the group.  Only upon appointment by the 
Board of Supervisors can the new candidate assume the responsibilities of membership. 
The process of filling vacancies shall maintain neighborhood representation if applicable.  
In addition, appointments to planning and sponsor groups must be made to a specifically 
numbered seat.  
  Solicitation for candidates to fill vacancies may be made in the notices of 
meetings published in a local paper.  
Section V All Chairs shall provide a valid email address to the Department of 
Planning & Development Services to receive electronic copies of project applications and 
plans associated with discretionary projects.  Group Chairs shall coordinate with all 
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members to promptly make available copies of project applications and plans associated 
with discretionary projects. 

ARTICLE III - DUTIES  

Section I The group conducts such business and takes such actions as are necessary 
to accomplish its purpose as defined in Article I, Section II, of these Bylaws.  
Section II The group solicits comments from all citizens regarding all aspects of their 
planning duties.  Project proponents must always be advised in advance when their 
project is an agenda item for discussion and possible action.    
Section III Group chairs are encouraged to meet collectively from time to time with 
the Chair of the County Planning Commission to discuss community planning and 
regional planning issues and to advise the Planning Commission on planning matters.  
Section IV Annually each seated member must complete a community 
planning/sponsor group training available online and in person.  All newly elected and 
appointed planning group and newly appointed sponsor group members being seated on 
the first Monday after January 1 shall complete the community planning/sponsor group 
training in person prior to being seated.  All planning and sponsor group members 
appointed after the first Monday after January 1 shall complete the planning and sponsor 
group training online prior to being seated. 
Section V Each member shall comply with the provisions of this Policy including the 
attached Code of Conduct and the Ralph M. Brown Act and required training.  Any 
alleged violation of the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act or this Policy may be 
investigated by the Department of Planning & Development Services and appropriate 
actions may be taken, including those actions detailed in Article VIII of the Bylaws of 
this Policy. 
Section VI Each group may be represented by the Chair or his/her designee at all 
County hearings. 

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS  

Section I The election of officers is a responsibility of group membership and is 
governed in accordance with the Group's Standing Rules.  If there are no applicable 
Standing Rules, the following Sections II through VI apply.  
Section II The group elects from its members the following officers:  Chair, Vice-
Chair and Secretary.  Officers shall be elected annually upon nomination by members of 
the group or by a slate of nominees prepared by a nominating committee.  A majority 
vote of the authorized membership is required to elect officers.  Newly elected officers 
shall take office at the end of the meeting during which they were elected.  
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Section III If an office is vacated, the Chair will temporarily appoint a member of the 
group to fill the vacancy until a new officer is elected.  Such election shall be held within 
30 days of the vacancy.  
Section IV The Chair provides general supervisory guidance to the group and presides 
over all its meetings.  The Chair develops the meeting agenda.  The Chair assigns 
coordinating duties to the Vice-Chair as necessary.  The Chair is the sole official 
spokesperson for the group unless this responsibility is delegated by the Chair.  The Chair 
may vote on every motion put before the members.   
Section V In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair assumes the duties and 
responsibilities of the Chair.  The Chair may create a file of correspondence during his or 
her tenure.  At the end of the Chair's term, this file shall be added to the correspondence 
file maintained by the Secretary. 
Section VI One person may be elected Secretary or the responsibilities may be rotated 
among the group's membership.  However, regardless of the number of people who serve 
as Secretary, the following functions must be carried out.  The Secretary records the 
minutes of all group meetings and maintains a file of all group correspondence.  The 
Secretary keeps the roll, certifies the presence of a quorum, and keeps a record of actions 
as they occur at each meeting.  If the group meets regularly once a month, minutes shall 
be sent to the Department of Planning & Development Services, when feasible, two 
weeks after the minutes are approved by the group but no later than two months from the 
time the meeting described in the minutes occurred; if the group meets regularly twice a 
month, minutes shall be sent to the Department of Planning & Development Services, 
when feasible, eight days after the minutes are approved by the group and no later than 
one month from the time the meeting described in the minutes occurred.  Minutes shall 
record the motions and the names of those who make and second motions if seconds are 
required.  Likewise, the minutes shall indicate which members voted against, disqualified 
themselves, or abstained from voting on a motion.  If a member disqualified themselves, 
the minutes shall state the reason.  (All planning/sponsor group agendas and minutes are 
kept on file in the Office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors as required by the 
Public Information Act.)  It will be the responsibility of County staff to place published 
legal advertisements for groups who are involved in Plan Updates.  Groups not involved 
in an Update shall be responsible for placing legal advertisements for group meetings.  
County staff shall reproduce and distribute the group's meeting notices and minutes to 
interested parties for a nominal fee.  
 
ARTICLE V - SUBCOMMITTEES  
 
Section I The conduct and membership of subcommittees is a responsibility of the 
group's membership and is governed in accordance with the group's Standing Rules.  If 
there are no applicable Standing Rules, the following Sections II through V apply.  
However, no subcommittee shall include a quorum of the planning or sponsor group. 
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Section II The Chair shall appoint the chair of all subcommittees (except the 
nominating subcommittee) and all its members with the concurrence of a majority of the 
group.  There may be standing as well as ad hoc subcommittees.  Chairs of 
subcommittees must be members of the planning and sponsor group.  Membership on the 
subcommittee is open to all interested citizens, but requires nomination by the Chair and 
appointment by the group.  All members of a subcommittee may vote on subcommittee 
matters.  However, at group meetings, only authorized group members may vote.  
Section III The purpose and scope of activities of each subcommittee shall be 
outlined in writing by the chair of the group upon creation of the subcommittee, and shall 
relate to planning and land use matters important to their community.  
Section IV Each subcommittee chair shall be responsible for keeping records of 
actions and reports of the subcommittee and shall submit these actions and report to the 
group on a regular basis.  A subcommittee Chair shall not act as a spokesperson of the 
group unless authorized to do so in writing as set forth in Article IV, Section IV of these 
Bylaws or as officially designated by the group as shown in the official minutes.  
Section V A coordinating committee comprised of the chairs of each subcommittee 
may be formed to assemble information from each subcommittee for presentation to the 
group.  The chair or vice-chair of the group shall be the Chair of the coordinating 
committee.  The coordinating committee may serve in an advisory capacity to the chair 
on administrative matters.  

ARTICLE VI - ORGANIZATION PROCEDURES  

Section I Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, Robert's Rules of Order or Ray Keesey's 
Modern Parliamentary Procedures shall govern the operation of the planning and sponsor 
groups in all cases not otherwise covered by these Bylaws.  The group may formulate 
additional specific Standing Rules which do not conflict with or supersede these Bbylaws 
to govern the conduct of its meetings.  
Section II All group voting is on the basis of one vote per person, and no proxy, 
telephone-canvassed or absentee votes are permitted.  Secret ballots are not allowed.  
Section III Unexcused Absences:  Any member who misses three consecutive 
monthly meetings, six consecutive twice-monthly meetings, or misses non-consecutively 
one-third of the total number of meetings in any one calendar year shall forfeit his/her 
membership.  Such forfeiture (i.e., a vacancy) shall be acknowledged by a majority vote 
of the remaining authorized membership at the next succeeding meeting of the group.  
Also, by a vote of the majority of the remaining authorized membership, the group may 
waive recognition of the forfeiture for cause.  
  This provision may be made more restrictive in the group's Standing 
Rules.  Such vacated membership will be filled in the manner described in Article II, 
Section IV of these Bylaws.  
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Section IV All group meetings shall comply with the requirements of the Brown Act 
(Gov. Code Section 54950 and following) and any other legal requirements.  All 
meetings of the group and its subcommittees are open to the public and are to be held in a 
public place which is known in the community as a facility used for public assembly.  
Notice of all group meetings shall be placed in a community newspaper at least five days 
prior to the meeting, if available. In addition, a final agenda shall be posted 72 hours 
before the meeting is held outside of the established meeting location in a public place 
that is open to the public 24 hours a day.  The community planning or sponsor group 
must provide a copy of the agenda to the Department of Planning & Development 
Services at least 72 hours before a meeting convenes to ensure agendas are posted on the 
County of San Diego website prior to a meeting.  In addition, a meeting agenda will be 
mailed upon request by Department staff, for which a fee may be charged. All 
community planning/sponsor group meeting agendas shall follow the meeting agenda 
template provided in Attachment A of this Policy.  Group business, adjournments and 
other similar actions should not be heard by the group before agendized Action Items. 
Section V A quorum of the group shall consist of more than 50% of its authorized 
membership.  No vote of the group constitutes an official position of the group on matters 
of planning and land use, unless passed by a majority of its authorized membership, 
unless otherwise required in this Policy.  Any action not made in accordance with 
Policies I-1 or the Brown Act shall not constitute an official action of the group and shall 
not be considered by the appropriate hearing body as an official vote.  
Section VI Reconsideration of a previous vote is permissible only if pertinent new 
information is brought to the attention of the group and the new information could not, 
with the exercise of reasonable diligence, have been provided at or before the meeting at 
which the prior vote was taken.  A vote to reconsider requires a majority vote.  If the 
group votes to reconsider, then the group may reconsider the project in light of the new 
information.  
Section VII Board of Supervisors referrals on specific projects shall be placed on the 
agenda of the next properly noticed regular group meeting for discussion and an official 
action.  

ARTICLE VII – CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Section I Service on community planning and sponsor groups is a public trust.  
Group members must not engage in any activity where there is conflict between their 
private interests and the public interests of the community represented. Group members 
are encouraged to avoid situations which could give the appearance of such a conflict.  
Group members may not use their planning and sponsor group positions to induce or 
coerce, or appear to induce or coerce, any person or entity to provide financial benefit to 
themselves or other entity or person, nor may planning and sponsor group members use 
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information not available to the public to secure private gain for either themselves or their 
families.  

(a.) Bribery or Graft.  Planning and sponsor group members shall not solicit, accept or 
agree to accept anything of value in return for performing or refraining from 
performing their planning group duties.  

(b.) Gratuities.  Planning and sponsor group members shall not solicit or accept any 
gift, gratuity, favor, entertainment, loan or any other thing of monetary value 
aggregating to $250 or more, either directly or indirectly, from any person, firm, 
corporation or other entity which would benefit materially from the outcome of a 
planning or sponsor group decision.  Acceptance of any such gratuity must be 
reported under Chapter 7 of the Political Reform Act of 1974 and will disqualify 
the member from participation in the group's activities related to the person, firm, 
corporation or entity responsible for the gratuity.  

Section II Disqualification  

No group member shall make, participate in making, or in any way attempt to use his or 
her position on the planning or sponsor group to influence the making of any decision 
which he or she knows or has reason to know will have a reasonably foreseeable material 
financial effect, distinguishable from its effect on the public generally, on:  

(a) Any business entity in which the member has a direct or indirect investment 
worth two thousand dollars ($2,000) or more;  

(b) Any real property in which the member has a direct or indirect interest worth two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) or more;  

(c) Any source of income, other than gifts and other than loans by a commercial 
lending institution in the regular course of business on terms available to the 
public without regard to official status, aggregating five hundred dollars ($500) or 
more in value provided to, received by, or promised to the member within 12 
months prior to the time when the decision is made;  

(d) Any business entity in which the member is a director, officer, partner, trustee, 
employee, or holds any position of management; or  

(e) Any donor of, or any intermediary or agent for a donor of, a gift or gifts 
aggregating $250 or more in value provided to, received by, or promised to the 
member within 12 months prior to the time when the decision is made.  
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Section III Manner of Disqualification 

When a planning or sponsor group member determines that he or she should not make a 
decision because he or she has a disqualifying interest in it, the determination not to act 
must be accompanied by disclosure of the disqualifying interest.  This determination and 
disclosure shall be made part of the group's official records.  

Section IV Representation of Personal Interests  

A planning or sponsor member who is disqualified above may appear before the group in 
the same manner as any other member of the general public solely to represent himself or 
herself on a matter which is related to his or her personal interests.  'Personal interests' 
include:  

(a) An interest in real property wholly owned by the member or the member's 
immediate family; or  

(b) A business entity which is either wholly owned by the member or the member's 
immediate family, or is under the member's sole direction and control or the sole 
direction and control of the member and the member's spouse jointly."  

ARTICLE VIII – DEFENSE AND INDEMNIFICATION 

In order to encourage the fullest possible participation of qualified and interested persons 
as members of planning groups and sponsor groups, the Board of Supervisors, as a matter 
of public policy only, has decided in its discretion that the members of such planning 
groups and sponsor groups should receive legal defense and indemnification provided the 
members meet the criteria in this Policy. 

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors:  

(a). To defend and indemnify, through the office of County Counsel, any member of a 
planning group or sponsor group against any civil claim or proceeding against 
such member, if all the following circumstances exist:  

1. The person is a duly elected or appointed member of a recognized 
planning or sponsor group at the time the alleged act or omission occurred;  

2. The alleged act or omission occurred during a lawful meeting of the 
recognized planning or sponsor group, or at a lawful meeting of a sub-
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committee, the members of which were appointed by a planning group or 
sponsor group at a lawful meeting;  

3. The alleged act or omission was within the reasonable scope of duties of a 
planning or sponsor group as described in this Policy and was not in 
violation of any of the provisions of this Policy or the regularly adopted 
by-laws of the planning or sponsor group;  

4. The member completed the County’s most recent annual Community 
Planning/Sponsor Group training; 

5.  The member made a request in writing to County Counsel for defense and 
indemnification within five working days of having been served with legal 
papers;  

6.  The member performed his/her duties in good faith with such care, 
including reasonable inquiry, as an ordinarily prudent person in a like 
position would use under similar circumstances;  

7. The member completed the most recent state mandated biannual ethics 
training course required by Government Code Section 53234 (AB1234) 
and will provide evidence of completion upon request; and 

8. The member timely and accurately filed financial disclosure statements 
(Form 700 and required schedules) pursuant to the provisions of this 
Policy. 

(b). The County of San Diego may decline to represent a member of a planning or 
sponsor group who would otherwise be entitled to defense and indemnification 
under this Policy if any of the following circumstances exist:  

1.  The member does not reasonably cooperate in good faith with County 
Counsel in the defense of the claim for action; or  

2. The member acted or failed to act because of fraud, corruption, actual 
malice or bad faith; or  

3.  The member has more than one prior substantiated violation of the 
provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act or this Policy.  
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(c).  Nothing in this Policy authorizes the County of San Diego to pay any part of a 
claim or judgment that is for punitive or exemplary damages.  

Attachments: 

A: Agenda Template 
B: Form 534 
C: Community Boundary Map 

D. Code of Conduct 

Sunset Date  

This Policy will be reviewed for continuance by 12/31/2023.  

Board Action  
03-06-68 01-20-82 (23) 03-11-92 (4) 
03-11-68 (93) 03-02-83 (29) 05-06-98 
06-23-69 (98) 03-08-83 (56) 10-02-02 (3) 
03-24-71 (12) 03-23-83 (25) 02-24-10 (2) 
04-03-74 (30) 06-18-85 (54) 12-05-12 (4) 
09-01-76 (4) 10-02-85 (18) 12-14-16 (16) 
01-25-77 (145) 02-05-86 (5) 09-27-22 (17) 
02-16-77 (23) 08-13-86 (5)  
08-23-77 (56) 10-14-87 (38)  
09-28-77 (20) 07-06-88 (14)  
02-7-78 (103)    02-15-89 (5)  
06-27-78 (71) 03-27-89 (10)  
10-3-78 (50) 04-24-89 (11)  
05-22-79 (130) 07-03-89 (5)  
 

 

 

1. Department of Planning & Development Services  
2. Registrar of Voters  
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