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 Response to Comment Letter O18 
 

San Diego County Farm Bureau 
Eric Larson, Executive Director 

September 25, 2017 
 

O18-1 The comment provides introductory remarks. No response is 
required.  
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 O18-2 The comment provides information about the San Diego 
County Farm Bureau and their role in the San Diego Region as 
a voice of local farmers. No response is required.  

O18-3 The comment asserts that improved agricultural practices, 
specifically carbon farming, can help the County to achieve 
GHG emissions reduction targets. The County appreciates and 
has reviewed the report that is referenced in this comment. 
With regard to the benefits of carbon farming practices in aiding 
the County’s efforts to reduce GHG emissions, please see 
Master Response 11 regarding carbon sequestration.  
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 O18-4 This comment suggests that the CAP should include increased 
targets related to GHG Reduction Measure T-1.2 and the 
expansion of the PACE program. The County appreciates the 
feedback related to this measure.  
The historical rate of development rights acquired by the 
County under the current PACE Program was used to project 
the dwelling units offset under an expanded program. The 
County acquired development rights for a dwelling unit for 
every 24.6 acres acquired in calendar years 2016 and 2017, 
for a total cost of $1.9 million. The number of dwelling units 
offset under the expanded program is based on the amount of 
annual funding appropriated by the County Board of 
Supervisors (up to $1.5 million per year between 2020 and 
2030), and the estimated cost per acre and acres per dwelling 
unit based on the current program, as described above. Using 
these metrics, it was determined that the County would need 
to acquire 443 acres of land to offset 18 dwelling units.  
The CAP is a comprehensive plan to achieve county-wide 
GHG emissions reductions and contains 11 strategies, 30 
GHG reduction measures, and numerous supporting efforts 
that are organized under five GHG emissions categories 
including built environment and transportation, energy, solid 
waste, water and wastewater, and agriculture and 
conservation. As described on page 5-2 of the CAP, each of 
the components of the CAP is intended to functionally 
decrease GHG emissions. However, the CAP is a plan, and 
the County recognizes that there may be variations in how 
measures actually perform over time. Hence, the CAP also 
contains a robust implementation and monitoring framework 
that will ensure that the County can respond and adjust to 
measure that underperform, or adjust accordingly when 
measures perform better than anticipated. As such, the County 
may adjust the potential for reductions related to the PACE 
program in future CAP updates.  
This comment will be included as part of the Final EIR and 
made available to decision makers prior to a final decision on 
the project.  
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O18-5 The comment suggests that the CAP should include a 
discussion of carbon farming. The County appreciates the 
comment regarding the potential benefits of carbon farming in 
the efforts to reduce GHG emissions. Please see Master 
Response 11 regarding carbon sequestration which responds 
to this issue.  

O18-6 The comment provides information related to the benefits of 
utilizing organics for soil improvement and mulch on farms 
which can help the County meet increase waste diversion 
targets. The County appreciates input regarding this issue. 
Please refer to Master Response 11 regarding carbon 
sequestration. This comment will be included as part of the 
Final EIR and made available to decision makers prior to a final 
decision on the project.  

O18-7 The comment provides background information about the 
amount of potable water that is consumed by farms each year 
and suggests that the provision of recycled water could help 
achieve GHG emissions targets. The County appreciates the 
input on this topic and understands the importance of the issue. 
However, the County does not provide water services to the 
incorporated area. Individual water districts are the providers 
of potable and recycled water throughout the County. 
However, the County does support efforts to provide recycled 
water, and is coordinating where possible to extend the 
provision of such service. The comment does not address the 
adequacy of the Draft SEIR. This comment will be included as 
part of the Final EIR and made available to decision makers 
prior to a final decision on the project.  
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 O18-8 The comment suggests that the County may realize additional 
GHG emissions reductions from GHG Reduction Measure A-
1.1 because farmers may take advantage of incentives 
because of the improvement of electrical engines. The County 
acknowledges this comment and appreciates the feedback. 
Chapter 5 of the CAP specifies that the CAP is a dynamic 
document that would be continuously assessed and monitored. 
The County would conduct annual monitoring of the CAP to 
track progress and identify where further efforts and additional 
resources may be needed. Adjustments would be made to the 
CAP if measures fall short of the targets or additional measures 
become available. The County cannot provide specific details 
regarding potential incentives but does recognize that this will 
likely be a determining factor in participation rates. The 
comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. 
This comment will be included as part of the Final EIR and 
made available to decision makers prior to a final decision on 
the project.  

O18-9 The comment states that the conversion of irrigation pumps to 
electric has been ongoing. It also states that of the pumps not 
yet converted, there will be some number without access to 
electric power and that the cost of bringing electricity to the site 
may be prohibitive and assistance will be needed. The County 
acknowledges this comment and values the input regarding 
this measure. The County cannot provide specific details 
regarding potential incentives but does recognize that this will 
likely be a determining factor in participation rates. The 
comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. 
This comment will be included as part of the Final EIR and 
made available to decision makers prior to a final decision on 
the project.  

O18-10 The comment expresses concern that the County should do 
more to help preserve existing trees on farmlands and the 
carbon sequestration benefits they provide, including providing 
recycled water. The County acknowledges this comment and 
recognizes the importance of the issue. The County will look 
for ways to continue to partner with farmers on this tree 
preservation effort in the future. The comment does not 
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address the adequacy of the Draft SEIR. This comment will be 
included as part of the Final EIR and made available to 
decision makers prior to a final decision on the project.  

O18-11 The comment provides a summary of the benefits that farms 
can provide to help the County achieve its GHG emissions 
reductions. No further response is required.  

 


