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2ND CORRECTED TRANSCRI PT

San Di ego Pl anning Comm ssion Hearing

JVR Energy Park Major Use Permt; PDS2018- MUP- 18-
022; PDS2018-E18-22-001

Agenda Item #3

July 9, 2021

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Good mor ni ng
Chair Edwards and Comm ssioners. " m Ni ck
Kout oufidis with Planning and Devel opment

Services or PDS. Today, Bronwyn Brown and | wil
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be presenting in Item 3, the request for the JVR
Energy Park maj or use permt. PDS is before you
t oday recommendi ng approval of the solar facility
project with an increased buffer fromthe
community of Jacumba Hot Springs.

The JVR Energy Park site is |ocated
| mmedi ately to the east of the community of
Jacumba Hot Springs and to the south of
I nterstate 8. The U.S.-Mexico border is |ocated
al ong the southern boundary and O d Hi ghway 80
traverses the site.

The project is a solar energy
generation and storage facility which wil
produce 90 megawatts of renewable electric power.
As originally proposed by the applicant, the
solar facility and major use permt area totaled
643 acres within the 1,356-acre project site. In
response to comments fromthe public, the
applicant increased the setbacks or distance of
the solar facility from Jacunmba Community Park
and O d H ghway 80 which reduced the footprint of
the solar facility.

Staff recommends that an additional
300-f oot setback fromresidential properties

north of O d Hi ghway 80 be included, as described
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in the Community Buffer Alternative in the draft
final environmental i mpact report prepared for
the project. For the rest of this presentation,
this alternative is referred to as the Community
Buf fer Project.

Jacunmba Hot Springs was once a thriving
resort destination with a popul ation of over
5,000, which was approximately ten times the
current popul ation. The site was also
historically used for dairy and agricul tural
operations. By the 1920s, rail service connected
the town to San Di ego and the Hotel Jacumba was
known as a prem er hotel and hot springs
desti nati on.

Decades | ater, tourism declined due to
I ncreased conmpetition from hot springs resorts
further to the north and the devel opnent of
Interstate 8 which removed passer-by travel on
O d Highway 80. The original resort was
destroyed by fire and the rail line remains
I nactive.

However, the Jacunmba Hot Springs Resort
and the surrounding area continue to attract
visitors and community members have a vision for

revitalizing the |ocal econony. In 1986, the
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county designated most of the site as a specific
pl anni ng area, with the goal of generating
renewed interest in the Jacunmba area.

The figure in this slide is the
conceptual plan fromthe 1986 environment al
| mpact report. Previously, two specific plans
have been submtted to the county. Jacunba
Val | ey Ranch Specific Plan was submtted in 1981,
but was denied in 2003 due to failure to satisfy
requirements related to processing the project.

In 2006, the Ketchum Ranch Specific
Pl an was subm tted but was subsequently wi thdrawn
in 2011. Based on the current general plan, the
al l owabl e density within the specific planning
area is 1,110 dwelling units and could also allow
for a variety of visitor-oriented uses.

In summary, most of the site is |ocated
within a specific planning area; however, no
specific plan has been established for the area.
No ot her | arger residential devel opment
applications for this site have been submtted in
the past ten years.

This slide shows the staff recommended
Community Buffer Project and major use permt

area which totals 604 acres. The additional 300-
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foot buffer fromresidential properties north of
O d Highway 80 is shown in the enlarged view.

The proposed solar facility is considered a major
| mpact service and utility use and is allowed in
the specific planning area with the approval of a
maj or use permt in a bonded agreement to ensure
removal of all structures at the end of the 35-
year operational term of a major use permt.

A general plan amendment is not needed

for the Community Buffer Project and the
underlying density of the site will remain.
Al t hough the solar facility devel opment footprint
has been reduced, the use of inmproved sol ar pane
technology will allow the facility to generate 90
megawatts of electricity.

The applicant entered into a 20-year
term power purchase agreenment approved on May 27,
2021, with the Conmmunity Choice Aggregation
Program call ed San Di ego Community Power or SDCP.
Under the power purchase agreement, renewabl e
electricity will be provided to customers and the
cities of San Diego, La Mesa, Chula Vista, and
| mperi al Beach, and Encinitas.

SDCP wi Il purchase the power produced

by the solar facility and feed it into the
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electricity grid, while SDG&E wi ||l maintain the
grid and deliver the power to all SDCP customers.

The solar facility will include
security perimeter fencing and access will be
provi ded by driveways off Carrizo Gorge Road and
O d Hi ghway 80. Approxi mately 281, 000 sol ar
panels will be installed throughout the facility.
The solar array is shown in gray and the major
use permt boundary is outlined in yellow.

There are two types of electric
current, direct current referred to as DC and
alternating current referred to as AC. The sol ar
panels generate DC energy. An underground system
will collect the energy fromthe solar panels and
connect to the inverters. An inverter converts
t he power from the solar panels to AC power which
Is compatible with the grid.

A transformer then takes the converted
power and increases the electricity to a higher
vol tage. A total of 25 inverter transformer
platforms will be | ocated throughout the sol ar
facility which is shown as bright green in the
slide. The inverter transformer platforms wil|l
be connected through an underground systemto the

substation, which will be | ocated adjacent to the
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SDG&E transm ssion corridor.
The substation collects all solar power
fromthe facility and further increases the

voltage so it's conpatible with the grid

distribution |evel. The substation components
will be a maxi mum of 40 feet in height. An
overhead transm ssion line will connect the

substation to the swi tchyard.

The switchyard facilities include the
swi tchyard which controls the output of energy to
the grid and connecting lines to the existing
SDG&E transm ssion |ine. The swi tchyard
facilities will be transferred to SDG&E after
constructi on.

The project also includes a battery
energy storage system The battery containers
wi |l be adjacent to the inverter transformer
platforms at 25 | ocations throughout the
facility. The battery energy storage system wil
have a maxi mum capacity of 90 megawatts. The
| mge shown depicts a typical battery storage
cont ai ner.

Battery-based energy storage provides
flexibility to the electrical grid by storing

energy produced during periods of over supply and
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di scharging it to the electrical grid during

peri ods of high demand. The solar facility will
include a total of 75 battery storage containers.
Each sealed container will be approximtely 55

feet long, 19 feet wi de, and 10 feet high, and

will be elevated above fl ood el evati ons.
The systemwill use lithiumion
batteries. Each battery storage container wil

have an internal fire detection and suppression
system  The solar panels will be nounted on
single-axis trackers that allow the panels to
track the path of the sun throughout the day.
Doubl e-si ded panels, referred to as bifacial,
will be used. This type of panel is capable of
generating energy from both sides of the panel.

The sol ar panels at full tilt will be
up to 12 feet in height from the grade of ground
surface at their highest point. The area
underneath the solar panels will be hydroseeded
and vegetation will be maintained throughout the
operational life of the solar facility for dust
and erosion control.

A decomm ssioning plan and a bonded
agreement are required to ensure decomm ssi oning

of the solar facility. All components will be
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decomm ssi oned except the switchyard facilities
which will be transferred to SDG&E after
construction.

The project will be conditioned to
remove all conmponents after its operational use,

I ncl udi ng both above and bel ow ground conmponents.
Most of the solar facility materials can be
recycled or reclaimed. Remaining materials that
cannot be recycled or reclaimed will be contained
and di sposed of offsite.

Thi s photograph shows the existing view
fromthe residential properties in Jacumba Hot
Springs to the north of O d Hi ghway 80. Thi s
view is |l ooking to the east. The open valley and
| owest hills are located within the project site.
The white colored buildings in the background are
part of the dairy ranch conplex. The higher
terrain in the background is outside of the
project site.

This is a visual simulation of the
project proposed by the applicant, which includes
a 30-foot setback fromthe residential property
| i nes, a 15-foot-wi de |andscaping buffer, and
(i ndiscernible) fencing as visual screening. The

sol ar panels are visible as a dark band al ong the
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top of the fence.

This is a simulation of the Community
Buf fer Project with a 300-foot setback fromthe
residential property lines. This slide shows a
compari son of the view of the original project
and the Community Buffer Project.

Thi s photograph shows the existing view
fromwi thin Jacunmba Community Park, which is
| ocated south of O d Hi ghway 80. This view is
| ooking to the east. The higher terrain in the
background is outside of the project site. This
Is a visual simulation of the original project.
There would be no setback from the park property
i ne.

This is simulation of the Community
Buffer Project with a 300-foot setback fromthe
park. This slide shows a conparison of the view
fromthe park of the original project and the
Communi ty Buffer Project.

This phot ograph shows the existing view
from O d Hi ghway 80 traveling eastward. Thi s
view is |looking to the southeast. The |evel
terrain is within the project site. The border
fence is visible as a dark line in the distance.

This is a visual simulation of the
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original project, which is set back approxi mtely
60 feet fromthe south of O d Highway 80. This
is a simulation of the revised project with an
i ncreased setback totaling 180 feet.

This slide shows a conparison of the
original project and the Community Buffer
Project. Along the north side of O d Hi ghway 80,
the setback would be 110 feet from the highway.

Duri ng processing of the project, the
county received coments from stakehol ders,
i ncluding the Jacunmba Conmmunity Sponsor Group,
community members of Jacumba Hot Springs, |ocal
busi ness owners, and glider pilots. | n addi tion,
vari ous organi zations, agencies, and tribes
provi ded comments.

These comments included concerns
rel ated to visual resources, biological
resources, glider use of the Jacunba Airport, and
fire. This slide shows a comparison of the
existing view from state |and that was recently
transferred to Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and
a simulation of the solar facility.

At higher elevations, nost of the solar
facility is visible. A portion of Jacumba Hot

Springs is visible in the right side of the
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photo. The visual impact analysis and the
environmental impact report determ ned that the
solar facility's impacts to view fromthe
community of Jacumba Hot Springs, state and
federal public lands, O d Hi ghway 80 and
Interstate 8 will be significant.

Al t hough mtigation measures woul d
reduce the inmpacts, these visual inmpacts would
remain significant and unavoi dable. The
Community Buffer Project will include a 435-acre
bi ol ogi cal open space easement, which is
hi ghli ghted in dark green in the slide. The open
space is contiguous to undevel oped state and
federal lands to the west and includes the
Boundary Creek corridor.

Preservation of the on-site open space
will be -- provide habitat for a range of species
and provide for wildlife novement. Wth
I mpl ementation of the mtigation measures
ldentified in the final EIR, all impacts to
bi ol ogi cal impacts would reduce to | ess than
significant.

The Jacumba Airport is unattended and
mai nly used by gliders. PDS staff coordinated
with the Department of Public Works Airports, the
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San Di ego Airport Authority, and the U. S.

Depart ment of Defense throughout processing of
the project. There is an adopted Airport Land
Use Conpatibility Plan also known as an ALUCP f or
the Jacumba Airport.

An ALUCP is a plan that guides property
owners and |l ocal jurisdictions in determ ning
what types of proposed new | and uses are
appropriate around an airport. An ALUCP al so
protects an airport from new i ncompati ble | and
uses that could restrict an airport's operations.

Airport safety zones are established as
part of an ALUCP and | and use restrictions and
requi rements are established to protect people
and property on the ground and in the air. The
Jacumba Airport ALUCP establishes five safety
zoning areas for the purposes of eval uating
safety compatibility of devel opment.

The proposed solar facility is
compati ble with the ALUCP safety zone
requi rements. \When forced to make an emergency
| andi ng, pilots will usually attempt to do so in
t he most open areas readily available. To
enhance safety, both for people on the ground and

t he occupants of the aircraft, the ALUCP contains
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criteria requiring a certain amunt of open | and
near the Jacunba Airport for emergency | andi ngs.

Thi s photograph shows open |and that is
| ocated on O d Highway 80 and is parallel to the
ai rport runway. The solar facility will be
| ocated on both sides of the highway, but has
been set back as discussed previously. The
proposed solar facility will exceed the m ni mum
required di mensions of open |land to provide a
safety landing area for gliders and aircraft in
the event of emergency.

The Community Buffer Project wll
comply with all requirements of the Jacunba
ALUCP.

BRONWYN BROWN: A fire protection plan
has been prepared, which identifies fires and
i dentifies measures that will mtigate those
ri sks. These measures include i mproved access,
fuel nmodifications zones throughout the sol ar
facility, water tanks, steel poles, a 24-hour
phone number to a remote-control center that can
shut the solar facility off, and a training
program for the San Di ego County Fire Protection
District.

County fire station 43 is |ocated
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approxi mately one-half mle from the boundary of
the proposed solar facility. The Community
Buf fer Project is required to inmplenment a fire
protection and mtigation agreement which
requi res approval by the Board of Supervisors.

This agreement will ensure funding for
fire fighting and emergency medi cal resources.
The fire protection plan and fire protection and
m tigation agreement has been reviewed and
approved by the county fire authority. Wth
I mpl ementation of the fire protection plan and
the fire mtigation agreement, the project will
have a | ess than significant wildfire inpact.

In order to grant a maj or use permt,
findi ngs must be made denmonstrating that a
project is conpatible with the community
character. For the Comunity Buffer Project, the
maj or use permt findings can be made based on
set backs, the interim nature of the use, the
I ntensity of the uses that could be all owed under
a specific plan, and existing energy
I nfrastructure.

A 300-foot buffer will be provided
bet ween the solar facility and community of

Jacumba Hot Springs. The solar facility will

Page 15

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

al so be set back along both sides of O d Hi ghway

80. Landscapi ng and screening on the fencing

will also be provided. M ni mal | ow-1| evel
lighting will be installed only at the entrances.
The solar facility will also be largely

unstaffed; thus, there would be no significant
| mpact to the community fromtraffic.

The solar facility is considered an
interimuse and is allowed in the specific
pl anni ng area | and use designation upon approval
of a major use permt. A major use permt may be
granted for any use pursuant to a bonded
agreement to ensure the renmoval of all structures
and electrical components within a specified
amount of time.

The specific planning area designation
on the site would allow for the residential and
ot her uses with up to 1,110 dwelling units. The
proposed | ocation, size, design, and operating
characteristics of the Community Buffer Project
will be consistent with the bulk and scale
anticipated for the site by the adoption of the
specific planning area.

A nunmber of factors contribute to the

suitability of the site for a solar facility.
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These include the existing 138 kV el ectrical
transm ssion line |located within the site, which
connects to the Boul evard substation. Thus, this
| ocati on would not trigger major upgrade costs
whi ch are among the most i nmportant factors in
project feasibility.

Recent renewabl e energy projects and
associ ated SDG&E infrastructure have resulted in
a change to the physical setting of the site and
surroundi ng nei ghborhood character. An existing
transm ssion corridor transects the northern area
of the Community Buffer Project site which
I ncludes the 155-foot-tall Southwest and Sunrise
Powerlink 500 kV transm ssion towers and the 150-
foot-tall Boulevard, 138 kV transm ssion |ine.

The existing Jacunmba solar facility and
t he SDG&E- owned East County substation are within
two mles of the site's eastern boundary. Based
on staff's analysis of the Community Buffer
Project, the findings for a major use permt can
be made. The Community Buffer Project has been
revi ewed for conpliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act. An EIR was prepared
and made avail able for a 61-day public review

period from October 8 to December 7, 2020.
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A total of 153 comment letters were
received during the public review period with
most of the comments being in opposition to the
project. Coments on the draft EIR were received
fromthe tribes, agencies, organizations, as well
as from individuals.

Ten issue areas had potentially
significant impacts that will be mtigated to
| ess than significant. These include air
guality, biological resources, cultura
resources, hazards and hazardous materi al s,
hydr ol ogy and water quality, geology, noise,
pal eont ol ogi cal resources, tribal cultural
resources, and wildfire.

The EIR determ ned that the project
woul d have a significant and unavoi dabl e inpacts
to visual resources and m neral resources; thus,
a statement of overriding considerations has been
prepared and is included as an attachment to the
heari ng report. A deci si on- maki ng agency may
decide to adopt a statement of overriding
consi derations for a project because the agency
views that the econom c, social, technol ogical,
and ot her benefits resulting fromthe project

outweigh its significant adverse environment al
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effects.

On May 18, 2021, the Jacunba Comunity
Sponsor Group voted to recomend denial of the
project by a vote of five yeses and zero nos,
citing concerns with the proximty of the
proposed solar facility to the community of
Jacunmba Hot Springs and impacts to comunity
character, socioeconomc including future
tourism scenic vistas, wildlife, Jacumba Airport
glider operations, groundwater, and fire hazards.

The Jacumba Conmunity Sponsor Group
stated that they would be in support of a sol ar
facility project if it was reduced to 300 acres
in size and nmoved north of O d Hi ghway 80, away
fromthe town of Jacumba Hot Springs and the
Jacumba Airport.

(sound drops) 2021, the Jacunba
Community Sponsor Group submtted an alternative
solar facility layout to the county named Equity
for Jacumba Alternative. This alternative
reduces the solar facility to 300 acres and
focuses the devel opment north of the town of
Jacumba Hot Springs.

PDS finds that the project will assist

the state in achieving greenhouse gas em ssion
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reduction goals by produci ng enough renewabl e
energy power for 57,000 homes, which will offset
em ssions that m ght otherw se have been emtted
by non-renewabl e energy by 508,658 metric tons of
carbon di oxi de.

The energy produced will provide 4.4
percent of San Diego Community Power's annual
energy requirements. The applicant is currently
pursuing a project |abor agreement which
guarantees a project will use union | abor for the
duration of project construction.

Because the project conplies with the
rel evant codes and regul ations and the required
findings can be made, staff recommends the
comm ssion recommend that the Board of
Supervi sors approve the Community Buffer Project
as detailed in the staff report. However, staff
recogni zes the Planning Comm ssion may wi sh to
consi der other options.

The Planning Comm ssion has sever al
options. You can recommend approval of the
project, recommend approval of the project with
modi fi cations or conditions, or deny the project.

This concludes staff presentation. W

are avail able for any questions.
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CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you for
staff presentation. Are there any questions from
t he Comm ssioners at this time? Comm ssioner
Bar nhart.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Wel |, |
m ght add that this is one of my concerns about
the | ast meeting we had, because we're | ocating
the facility in an area that's not going to
receive any benefit fromit because all the
electricity's comng to the coast, Chula Vista
and Encinitas. So | voiced that concern pretty
aggressively in the | ast meeting, and here we
are, right on point.

But besi des that general comment, what
Is the |ifespan of the facility?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: The |ifespan of
the facility is 35 years.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Okay,
so after 35 years, we're going to decomm ssion it
and you stated that most of the components of the
project could be recycl ed. Does that include the
battery storage?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Commi ssi oner
Barnhart, through the chair, 1'd have to check on

that, but | do not believe that it can be
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recycl ed.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Okay,

so what do you do with these -- | have a system
at my house. | have sol ar panels and | have
battery backup and | have all of that, so |I'm

quite famliar with how all this works from an

engi neering point of view, but |I'm concerned with
the -- that, you know, a lot -- the reason to do
this is -- one of the reasons to do the alternate

power is for protection of the environment.

So I'd like to know from the appli cant
what 1s the plan to handle these batteries after
the 35 years. \Where do they go? That's my first
gquesti on. The second question | would like to
answer -- |I'd |like an answer on is you showed us
some el evations in which you showed the panels
barely appearing above the fence. But we're al so
operating in a flood plain and so (sound drops)
to avoid the inpacts of the flood plain.

You're elevating the panels and you
al so have these water tanks which are pretty good
si ze. Now, is the elevations we're | ooking at,

t he panels, do they include the elevated earth
wor k for those panels and what's the visua

I mpact of the water tanks?
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NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Comm ssi oner
Barnhart through the chair, the panels would not
exceed 12 feet in height as shown in the visual
simul ati ons, even with -- even if it is |ocated
within the flood area and that's the battery
storage containers and inverters would be raised
In certain areas.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: And how
much would that elevation raise be?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S:  The majority of
the site would not be needed to be raised,;
however, the battery storage and inverter and
transformer base of the structures could be

needed to be raised between 4.5 i nches --

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: | doubt
t hat .

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI'S: -- 18 inches to
4.5 feet.

COWMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART:  So
basically, the earthwork would -- is only an 18-

i nch increase in elevation to site the panels in
those flood plain areas? And how big are these
water tanks? Isn't it true that you showed us
the best possible view on the pro -- on the

el evati ons and not the worst possible?

Page 23

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
g A W N P O © © N O U1 A W N PP O

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: The sol ar panel s

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: No. no, no --

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: the

conservative view --
CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Let's --

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: - will not

exceed 12 feet.

CHAl R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Hol d on, staff.
Let's maintain civility here. | don't care much
for laughing and catcalling. Go ahead, staff.

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: And the maxi mum
hei ght of the water tanks would be 15 feet.

COVMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: And how
high is the perimeter fence?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: It is 7 feet
hi gh.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Okay,
SO you're going to see these water tanks way over
t hat fence. | s that accurate? Let's just get
the information out. | mean --

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: That's correct.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: - -
we'll make a decision on it, but we need to make

a decision on real information of what we've got.
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Now my | ast question is, we went to the community
pl anni ng group and the comunity planning group
gave a list of things such as -- one of them was
the flood plain and a few other things and then
the type of panel and they also, if | remember
right, were -- the cleaning of the panels,

whet her or not we were going to use groundwater
or not.

And then all of those, most of those
answers unless | mssed it -- | probably did; |
apol ogi ze for that. You're much more famli ar
with it than | am but where is the applicant on
all of those suggestions fromthe comunity
pl anni ng group? And | think we -- | think we'd
like to -- | would like to see the answer to
every one of those specifically, are they or are
they not. They said they'd check on it. Check
on it, check on it.

Well, I'"msorry, but checking on it is
probably really not going to cut it today. We're
going to want some -- we're going to want some
answers where they're at with that comunity
pl anni ng group because we got a | ot of people
t hat don't want this and you got a planning group

t hat says, well, what about this, this, this, and
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this and the applicant is backpedaling, so they
need to put their big boy pants on and answer
this stuff. That's my questions.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you.
Staff, if | understood you, even though there's a
-- 1f I msstate what you said, feel free to
correct me. There's a 7-foot fence but wal kers
or passers by will be able to see the tops of the
panel s, correct?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: That's correct.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: And
Commi ssi oner Barnhart's questions on the water
tanks, they are rather large and it's pretty
obvi ous that you can't canmoufl age those, so |
take it those will also be visualized fromthe
roads and/or nearby areas, correct?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Chair, that's
correct.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: And for mny
questions, Comm ssioners, is this. ls there --

and maybe it's in here and I m ssed it. I's there
a |l andscapi ng conponent such that the tanks, for

| ack of a better term will be buffered by trees
or the fence or can you explain that for me?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Chair, there
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will be | andscaping along the residenti al
properties for the town and along O d Hi ghway 80
as long -- as well as along certain portions of
Carrizo Gorge Road and Jacumba Community Park.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay. At sonme
point in time today, could you show the
comm ssion what the |andscape plan is and | take
It, wthout knowi ng that we cannot put trees next
to the tanks because it's probably a fire hazard,
so | guess that's self-evident, but --

WOMAN 1: (i ndi scernible).

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: That's a good
poi nt . | guess you could bury the tanks.

Comm ssioners, do you fol ks have any
guestions at this time or should we proceed? Go
ahead, Comm ssioner Hough.

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Thank you,
M. Chair. | appreciate it. | had two
guestions. One was, | kind of wanted to nmove
forward with my coll eague Comm ssioner Barnhart's
question regardi ng groundwater issues.

Sol ar panels, especially a solar panel
project this size, and | think as far as sol ar
panel projects go, | think this is going to be

about the best one we're going to see that's
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going to be comng along in the next sever al
years, but nevertheless, this is an enornous
si ze. It does require a great deal of water to
cl ean these panels off as part of regular
mai nt enance.

|'"d like to know and have on the record
what the water status is for this project and
where this water's going to be comng from and
how it's going to affect the nearby comunity of
Jacumba Hot Springs.

| have another question, too, M.
Chair, but we can address that first.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Staff, could
you have -- on that question.

MARK SLOVI C: Comm ssi oner Hough
t hrough the chair. The county's groundwater
geol ogi st Jim Bennett is on the |ine and he can
respond to that specific question. Jimif you
could answer Comm ssioner's Hough's question;
t hank you.

JI'M BENNETT: Hi, Comm ssioner Hough.
This is Jim Bennett with planning and devel opnent
services. The water for the solar panels is
going to be 11 acre-feet per year provided by on-

site wells. Hi storically, just to put it into
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context, when this was a farm for spinach, they

were using between 740 acre-feet and up to 995

acre-feet per year.

El even acre-feet of water use for the

sol ar panels, while that, in quantity,

| arge amount of water, the inmpacts to the

that's a

groundwat er basin and the community would be | ess

than significant, actually pretty close to

negligible. W' re tal king about al nost

I mmeasurable in terms of the town on the 11 acre-

feet per year.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: You had anot her

question?

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Yes, sir,
t hank you. And thank you for the answer, staff.
The other question was -- and as the gentl eman
i ndicated, this is a -- previously a spinach
farm As | understand it from the documents,
this is former ag | and. My question is, does the
site i mpact any original habitat? |Is there any
native habitat on this site?

ASHLEY SM TH: Comm ssi oner Hough
t hrough the chair. There is some native habitat

on the side. The majority of the impacts will

occur to fallow ag | ands. Those wil

be
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mtigated at a half-to-one ratio and the other
native habit will be mtigated at the appropriate
rati os that range from one-to-one to three-to-
one.
COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: If | may,
M. Chair, would the | andscaping affect this
native habitat, the proposed | andscapi ng?
ASHLEY SM TH: Sorry, Comm ssioner
Hough. l"m not quite sure --
COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: So you --
ASHLEY SM TH: -- question.
COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Yeah, it's
quite all right. So I think you indicated that
the area that would be inpacted by the actual
solar structures would be on the restored ag
| and, but there would be, you know, original
habi tat contained within the footprint of this
site, would that original habitat be impacted by
t he proposed | andscaping? | think the
| andscapi ng was mentioned for the exterior.
ASHLEY SM TH: Comm ssi oner Hough
t hrough the chair. So the | andscaped areas would
be considered in the overall footprint that is
consi dered i npacted, so if there are any native

habitats removed in order to install that
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| andscapi ng, that has all been provided
m tigation.

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Thank you.
| just -- | appreciate the attention given to
burrowi ng owls on the site. That's good. Thi s
I s gol den eagl e habitat. They don't |i ke people
and | think any native or undisturbed habitat
that's going to be the site of Quino checkerspot
butterflies, which is a threatened species and a
concern in this area. Thank you, staff. I
appreciate it.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
Comm ssioners. Comm ssioners, any other
guestions at this point in time or should we
proceed? Comm ssioner, go ahead.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Thank you,
M. Chair man. My question is on the

decomm ssi oning plan, and |I know it's not

somet hing that we have yet, but |I'm curious how
t he amount of the bond is cal cul at ed. s that
somet hi ng, you know, kind of like a public

I mprovement bond where the applicant's engineer
provides the cost estimate or if that's something
t hat staff has.

And is there any --1?m curious what the
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dol | ar amount of that bond is and if it's -- it's
a 35-year bond, which seems |ike kind of far out
and those costs -- | don't know what things are
going to cost in 35 years and what ki nd of
escal ation factors are used, and if we can
require any portion of that bond to be in cash at
this time. Those are my -- so those are ny
guestions and |'m happy to wait until after
public comment to get answers on those.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: That's okay.
Do -- staff, do you have the answers to
comm ssioner's questions?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Yes,
Comm ssioner Hitzke through the chair, the
decomm ssioning plan will be required prior to
buil ding permt issuance. The actual bond amount
I's provided -- a certified engineer will provide
a cost estimate to -- for that amount. That has
to al so be reviewed by our engineers and county
counsel and agreed upon prior to the -- prior to
the decomm ssioning plan being issued and then
that is a bond that's provided to the county once
the terms are accept ed.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Does that

engi neer include an escalation factor, just
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considering it's 35 years out?

NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S:  Yes, it does.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: So the answer
is, we don't have a specific dollar amount and we
won't until further review by engineering groups
occur, reviewed by counsel. Is that correct?

RANDALL SJOBLOM  That's correct,
chair.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: My
guestion is, can we -- yeah.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Any nore
gquestions?

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Well, can
we require a portion of it to be in cash as a
condition of approval ?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | don't know
the answer to that. Counsel, can we?

RANDALL SJOBLOM Sorry, one more time?

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Can we
require that a portion of that amount that would
ot herwi se be bonded to be in cash in |lieu?

RANDALL SJOBLOM No. \What we require
Is some sort of form of security. Normal | y
that's a bond. Sometinmes, it could be a letter

of credit in some circumstances, but it's pretty
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unusual in this circumstance to require a ful
cash bond for something |Iike that.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: The cash
could be use -- cash as security, correct?

RANDALL SJOBLOM Cash coul d be used as
security; that is correct.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Okay.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | think the
bonds are pretty standard. | don't know the
county wants to get involved in accounting for
cash and paying interest. Just nmy observation
from having conm ssioner negotiated some bonds.
Any event, if there are no nore question, we'll
now i nvite any conmmunity planning groups or
sponsor groups wishing to make a presentation to
t he Comm ssioners. Madam Secretary, do we have
any requests to speak in person fromthe Jacunba
Communi ty Sponsor Group?

SECRETARY: We do have the chair,
Cherry, here to speak on behalf of the Jacumba
Sponsor Group. Cherry, if you can come forward.
You have five m nutes.

CHERRY DI EFENBACH.: Excuse me? |
didn't hear you.

SECRETARY: Sorry. You have five
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m nut es.

CHERRY DI EFENBACH: | thought

when you

were talking earlier, you said |I had ten. Was

that referring to a different someone?

SECRETARY: For the sponsor groups,

there's five mnutes, and three m nutes for

I ndi vi dual s.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: So are you --

madam, are you requesting ten m nutes?

CHERRY DI EFENBACH: | am requesting ten

m nutes, sSir.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | s that

acceptable? |It's acceptable. Go ahead.

CHERRY DI EFENBACH: Thank you.

you. Good morning. M name is Cherry

Thank

Di ef enbach. |*mthe chair of the Jacunba Sponsor

Group. It's a really small group, five people.

| "' malso a homeowner in -- |I'malso a homeowner

in Jacunmba since 2012. And | just wanted to

I ntroduce you today to the community of

and so let me go ahead and do that.

Jacunmba

| happen also to be a historian. I

wrote a 500-page book about Jacumba and the

surroundi ng area, so if you have any questions

about history, | can probably answer them Next
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slide.

So just a brief overview, where we are.
Lot of people don't make their way out to
Jacumba, but they shoul d. It's a great little
communi ty. It?s seen sonme troubled times |ately,
but we're on our way back. We have a new group
of resort owners who are in the process of
renovating the town and I al so wanted to di scuss
what the makeup of the town is.

This is a pretty poor town. The
average annual income here in Jacunba, $32, 000.
That's 150 percent below the state average and
our property values are very | ow. Peopl e can
afford the -- to move out here to actually buy a
house, which is unique in San Diego County, quite
frankly. Rents are also |ow.

Now when you put a big project in right
next to the town, some of those |ess affluent
resi dents m ght not have resources to nmove to
somepl ace, if they don't want the solar farm
right next to them Next .

Okay, the reason | put this slide in,

it shows this is fromthe general plan, the 2011

general pl an. It shows Jacumba -- see if | can
figure out how to -- there's the town of Jacunba.
Page 36

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

This purply area in here is where the sol ar
project would go. This is our rural village
boundary and there's nowhere else in San Diego
County has anyone tried to put such a huge sol ar
project in where the town would grow and t hat
little star there is where the historic farm
buil di ngs, the dairy buil dings, which date back
to 1928 are | ocat ed. Next slide.

This slide shows there the devel oper's
ori ginal plan. It was 623 acres. We took their
plan, put it on a geo-earth map, and | want to
j ust point out there's the town of Jacunba.

Ri ght here, this little area. There's the runway
for the airport. You can see how the panels wrap
around the airport on three sides.

You can see Highway 80 is, if |I'm not
shaking too much, right through the center there
and up here is Interstate 8. So the project goes
fromthe border with Mexico all the way to the |-
8 corridor. It's a huge area and a huge project.
Next slide.

The community sponsor group has come up
with an alternative plan, and we want to make
sure that you all understand that this plan is

not the comunity buffer plan. The community
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buffer plan still wants to allow the devel oper to
have 604 acres of solar facility.

Our plan would reduce the amount of
acreage down to 300 acres, thereabouts. Ther e
are some other elements that we are asking for
and we think this is the right approach to even a
project of 300 acres. We'd |like to see a
restored habitat corridor here. W've approached
a nonprofit group called RiverPartners.org. They
are in the business of restoring habitat. W'd
|li ke to see that happen.

The way that would work is the river
group partners would obtain grants to purchase
the land fromthe property owner at fair market
value. We think a wildlife corridor that
stretches fromthe border of Mexico up to BLM
| ands and Anza-Borrego Desert State Park | ands
woul d attract hikers, mountain bikers, maybe even
hor seback riders.

We want people to come to Jacumba. We
have to give them some reason to come to Jacumba.
They aren't going to come here to view the sol ar
panels; that's for sure. The other thing that
this plan does, which is inmportant, you see this

bl ue area in here and this blue area down here.
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We'd i ke to see that reserved for

community expansion. It was interesting, | had a

conversation with one of the BayWa reps who

suggested to me that we should move our town on

the east side of the project area

into the hills, whatever, and we f

into the rocks,

inally -- we

believe that's not the right approach, so we want

to see the town have something to

t hink every town wants that. Next

grow into. I

slide.

Okay, we want to talk about our

concerns here, and one of the concerns is the

decomm ssioni ng plan, which some of the

Comm ssioners nmentioned. And r eal
elimnate all the technical stuff

down to the cherries, this project

ly, if you
and get right

wi |l never go

away. Yes, there's a decomm ssioning plan in

2058.

"1l be 104 years old then and nost of

the people in town won't be alive

to see it

decomm ssioned either, but I'Il tell you, it

really won't decomm ssion and | don't know that

that's a bad idea, but | think it
front that whatever project goes i
here for perpetuity, and | think t

the things that we have to | ook at

shoul d be up
n here will be
hat's one of

and deci si on
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makers have to | ook at.

So a smaller plan in perpetuity is
okay. And why do | say it would continue in
perpetuity? I'd like to just read something that
| provided to the planning -- to the hearing
Comm ssi oners earlier.

“"The sponsor group does not believe the
Jacumba Community Buffer Alternative" -- that's
t he bigger project -- "is an interim project. It
t akes advantage of a | oophole in county zoning
ordi nance and states an MUP may be granted to a
specific planning area if a bonded decomm ssi on
pl an exists." Okay.

"It also states in the PC hearing
report on Page 3-15, prior to the expiration of
the MUP for the solar facility, the applicant
could apply for and receive approval for an MJP
modi fication to further authorize the use of the
site as a solar facility" -- and here's the | ast
part of that -- "or return it to a |and use
consistent with the zoning ordinance."

So even in the Planning Comm ssion
report, they acknowl edge this is really not a
| and use that's consistent. So just to summari ze

t hat, we woul d expect that any property owner
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woul d apply for an MUP modification before 2058
and that approval would probably go through
because we're tal king about stream ining
permtting.

Rem nder, the specific plan area where
this would go in was originally envisioned to
support a large residential devel opment which
woul d enhance the vitality of the town and
provi de econom c benefits to the comunity, not
one that will destroy comunity character and the
ability of the town to thrive and grow. Next
slide.

Okay, process and perceptions. The
CEQA process, as you all are well aware, is quite
conplicated and |'m sure from a devel oper's point
of view, it's gone too slow and it costs too much

money, but from a sponsor group and a comunity's

approach -- opinion, it's gone too fact and
there's too much to review. | had that picture
of the environmental -- final environment al

report put up there.

That doesn't account for all the
techni cal appendices that are not in a printed
form probably more than 3,000 pages. So our

group, our community was given all these
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documents ten days before this hearing and -- to
revi ew and make comment on. That's an enormous
t ask. | don't have any staff; it's just me.

| have |l ong nights and eyes that are
going bad fromreviewing this stuff and then, of
course, we have a new sponsor group. l"m the
seni or member. |*ve been there a year. So for
us to tackle something like reviewing this is
over whel m ng.

Then, we need to talk also about
perceptions. One -- from an outsider's point of
view, we could say the fix is in. You have a
devel oper who's already signed a power purchase
agreenment before this project has conpl eted the
CEQA pl anning process. That seems not right.
Seems |i ke maybe they know something the rest of
us in Jacumba don't.

We al so believe the devel oper has not
made a good faith effort to engage the comunity,
specifically Jacumba Community Sponsor Group. I n
fact, they didn't come before a sponsor group
until May 18t h. That's not a long time ago. So
somet hing with the process, covert, whatever you
want to say, it didn't go right.

And again, not an interimland use.

Page 42

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

WIl ultimately ruin a town that's on its way to
maki ng a conmeback.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: |'m sorry,
ma' am could you summarize? You have --

CHERRY DI EFENBACH: Okay. Yes, | will.
Next slide. Okay, so we are -- | just want to
show you that we have supported the sol ar
projects and green energy projects in our area.
The two arrows are pointing to the 58-acre eco
substation and the 304-acre -- it's actually 108
acres of solar panels -- solar systemthat's
already two mles fromtown.

So here's -- we're cutting to the
chase. One | ast thing. It's going to be hard
t oday for the Comm ssioners to vote for the right
t hing, okay. W aren't voting for this project
because it's going to be, and | quote -- "A
project that would enhance the county's
reputation as a | eader in devel opnment and
depl oyment of innovative energy and sol ar
technol ogi es. "

You vote for the project after careful
exam nation through the I ens of fairness that
considers the welfare of the underserved

community it will forever inmpact. Thank you.
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CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
ma' am Do we have any other -- do we have ot her
SECRETARY: Yes, | have one nore group.
Can | have Jeff Osborne, Donna Jones, and Kim
Bar anek please come to the podiun?
CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: ls this a
sponsor group? These are individuals. Speakers?
SECRETARY: | believe it's -- what was
t he group name, the Equity --
JEFF OSBORNE: We Are Human Ki nd.

SECRETARY: -- for Jacumba?
JEFF OSBORNE: -- LLC. We own t he
resort and nmost of the land in town and |I'm al so

a sponsor group menber.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Well, you get
three m nutes, unless it's an organized
presentation or --

JEFF OSBORNE: We have an organized
presentation that we submtted to staff.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: What was
subm tted?

SECRETARY: | don't know which --

MARK SLOVI C: Chair,

we would recommend

t hat the applicant do their presentation after
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t he planning group presentation and then all ow

this --
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: All right.
MARK SLOVIC: -- this presentation.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | apol ogi ze.
Let's --

JEFF OSBORNE: Okay.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Let's hear from
t he applicant right now. My apol ogi es.

JEFF OSBORNE: That's okay.

CHRI S BROWN: Mor ni ng - -

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: good mor ni ng.

CHRI'S BROWN: -- M. Chairman and
Comm ssi oners. Nice to see some of you in person
for first time. I"m Chris Brown with the BayWa
team What |1'd like to ask for is 15-m nute
organi zed presentation.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right.
Fifteen m nutes.

CHRI S BROWN: Okay. And before | turn
It over to -- for the full presentation to M.
Fall on, just wanted to thank at this time staff
for their help in getting us here. It is a |long
process and we appreciate the work that staff has

done. Randal |l from county counsel, Nick, Mark
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Slovick and the rest of the team so we want to

t hank them for their hard worKk.

At this point, I'Il turn it over to
Geof f --

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: How | ong - -

CHRI'S BROWN: -- senior vice president
-- 1"msorry?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: How |long has it
been in process?

MARK SLOVI C: Chair, it was submtted

in 2018.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay.
CHRI'S BROWN: All right, thank you.
GEOFF FALLON: Good mor ni ng, Honor abl e
Chair Edwards and Comm ssioners. My name is

Geoff Fallon, EVP of Devel opment for BayWa r.e.
and I'm | eading the permtting activities for the
JVR Energy Park.

We are pleased to be before you for
your consideration of the Jacumba Vall ey Ranch
Energy Park project, which will generate enough
clean, reliable energy for -- to power tens of
t housands of homes here in San Diego County. | t
will also be a critical part of the renewabl e

energy portfolio of the region's |largest publicly
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owned power procurement agency, San Di ego
Community Power.

Oh, sorry.

SECRETARY: | can advance it for you if
you' d say next slide.

GEOFF FALLON: Okay. Are you going to

go in presentation or -- okay, great. Thank you.
Apol ogi es.

We' Il cover a |ot of the same ground as
PDS, but with some additional context. Next
slide.

Alittle bit about us. Next slide.
BayWa is an integrated renewabl es conpany
commtted to the transition of global energy from
fossil fuels to renewable sources. W operate in
over 30 countries. W, have brought on over 4
gi gawatts of energy online and we manage over 10
gi gawatts of renewabl e energy assets. The JVR
Energy Park is being devel oped locally from our
U. S. headquarters in Irvine. W're the sanme
group that conmpleted the nearby 28-megawatt
Jacunba project in 2017. Next sli de.

Many of you may be famliar with the

area, but for a bit of context and why it's an
excellent site, I'Il walk through a few i mages.
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This is the road visitors comng to Jacunmba from
Interstate 8 would travel on from the freeway
towards O d Hi ghway 80 and the town of Jacumba.
For reference, those towers, as staff said, are
approxi mately 150 feet tall. Next sli de.

Here's O d Hi ghway 80 headed into town,
the airport to the left, and further south the
border wall. Next slide.

The portion of the property we proposed
putting panels on is mostly flat. As been
di scussed many years ago, it had farm ng
operations, but as you can see now, the property

remai ns unused and is traversed by significant

existing transm ssion infrastructure. Next
slide.

More about the project. The area in
purple is the full 1,356 acres under site control
for -- by BayWa. |-8 is to the north and the
town of Jacumba is in the southwest corner. Next
slide.

The bl ue boundaries of the -- show the

boundaries of the major use permts, which by
acres covers less than half the total site. Next
slide.

The green shows the open space
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easement, which is area outside the MUP boundary
and will permanently remain open space. Next
slide.

In yell ow, the existing transm ssion
corridor, the SDG&E transm ssion corridor, which
I ncludes the 500 kV Sout hwest Power |ink, the 500
kV Sunrise Power |ink, and the 138 kV ECO
Boul evard transm ssion |line that our project will
be connecting to. Next slide.

Finally, the substation and the
transm ssion yard are -- switchyard and
substation are showed. These are opposite the
site of the town, proximate to the transm ssion
i nfrastructure. Next slide.

As mentioned in the PDS presentation,
we have executed a 20-year power purchase
agreement with San Di ego Community Power. It's
the first and so far only PPA for clean,
reliable, locally generated power that SDCP has
executed and it hel ps deliver on the prom se of
| ocal power with |local community benefits, which
i ncl ude -- excuse nme, |local econom c benefits
whi ch includes 350 quality jobs.

The PPA requires guaranteed delivery of

power that's associated with the current project
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size. That will be enough to supply clean,
reliable power to about 4 percent of SDCP's total
customer needs. Next slide.

The projects hold significant benefits
for the region and the planet. As mentioned, the
project will offset more than half a mllion

metric tons of CO2 em ssions and be capabl e of

poweri ng about 60,000 San Di ego homes. I n
addition to creating 35 -- excuse me, 350 quality
jobs for San Diegans to construct it, it wll

have up to three local |long-term operationa
] obs.

We' ve worked with the community in our
package of additional commtments to benefit the
community long term At this time, we've signed
an agreenment with the Jacumba Community Services
District to provide a quarter mllion dollars in
I mprovements for the Jacumba Community Park.
We're close to finalizing another agreement and
we continue to be open to discussion for
additional community benefits.

Finally, the interimnature of the
permt means that the | and could be freed up for
ot her uses at the end of the 35 term of -- year

term of the permt. Next slide.
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It took more than three years of work
to get us to where we are today, from our
acquisition of the land in 2017 through technica
and environmental analysis, through work with
county staff, SDG&E, the California Grid
Operators, and stakeholders on the EIR you have
here before you. Next sli de.

After today, we'll go to the Board of
Supervisors for their consideration in August.
Shoul d they approve the project, we'll work to
satisfy the conditions of the MUP and begin site
work | ate this year, early next year.

We anticipate having an operational
project in the first quarter of '23, and from
there, we plan to remain fully engaged in
mai nt ai ni ng safe and efficient operations and
honoring our commtments to the community for the
full 35-year life of the project. Next slide.

Our EIR was out for public review in
the fall and since then, we've worked to address
the 153 comments we've received from
st akehol ders. Next sli de.

The primary area of concern was around
aesthetics, including the potential for

additional major transm ssion infrastructure,
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whi ch the project was able to avoid, as well as
vi sual i nmpacts. Much of that, we were able to
address with additional setbacks and enhanced
screening with color blended fencing and

| andscapi ng.

Our project was designed to avoid
sensitive biological resources, avoiding the area
of the Quino checkerspot butterfly, and with 435
acres of open space easements that will preserve
wildlife corridors. I n addition, we avoided all
jurisdictional wetl ands.

There was al so concern about the | oss
of opportunity for new housing and commerci al
uses, but those uses have significant additional
chall enges with meeting the county climate action
pl an and vehicle mles traveled standards, given
the significant daily trip they would generate.
Next sli de.

Ot her EIR comments included concerns
about airport safety, for which the project was
t horoughly analyzed and found to be conpliant,
| oss of agricultural resources, though
agricultural operations could resume on the | and
at the end of the 35-year project term and

general opposition to back country devel opment,
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which we've done our best to address by | eaving
so much of the site as open space as well as
reduci ng visual i npacts.

It's important to note that our project
and the revitalization of the town are not
mutual ly exclusive and plans to bring back the
resort and small businesses won't be affected by
maki ng productive use of acreage that's been
sitting fallow for years. Next sli de.

We substantially changed the project,
primarily in response to the comunity's request
for w der setbacks. This is -- and this has
greatly reduced visual inmpacts. "1l take you
t hrough that now. Next sli de.

As noted, the total purchase area of
the project is 1,356 acres. Next slide.

The original application for the MUP
total ed 691 acres. Next slide.

That was reduced to 643 acres when we
rel eased the draft EIR. Next slide.

Then further reduced by another 20
acres in the final EIR in response to conmment,
maki ng the project before you today 623 acres.
Next sli de.

The Community Buffer Alternative under
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consideration takes it down another 18 acres,
truly the bare m ni mum acreage that would stil
allow us to nmeet the county's objectives and our
obligations under the PPA. In all, it would be a
total of 80 -- a total reduction of 86 acres.
For reference, 86 acres is more than two times
the size of this entire San Di ego County
operations center campus. Next slide.

We significantly reduced the setbacks
from O d Hi ghway 80, the road that |eads into
t own. Next sli de.

The green portion is the additional
set back. This represents 19 acres of additional
set back. Next slide.

Here are the current conditions of Od
Hi ghway 80 | ooki ng west towards town. Next
slide.

Here's the same view without additional
set backs in the final EIR -- without the

addi tional setbacks in the final EIR. Next

slide.
Here's the view with the setbacks in
the proposed project before you. Next slide.
This is | ooking southeast of O d
Hi ghway 80. It shows existing conditions. Next
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slide.

This is the same view without the
set backs we put in the EIR. Next slide.

This is the view with additional
set backs included in the proposed project. Next
slide.

This is the view of the Jacunmba
Community Park today. Next slide.

This is the view of the additional
set backs we've put in the project. Next slide.
Excuse me, this is the view of the additional
set backs we've included in the project. Next
slide.

It's the planning and devel opment
services staff recomendation -- because it's the
pl anni ng and devel opment staff's recommendati on,
we wanted to show you come equival ent vi sual
simul ations to the Community Buffer Alternative
for purpose of discussion and deliberation that
we respectfully request that you consi der
recommendati on of the proposed project in the
final EIR

This is looking east of the residences
north of O d Highway 80 as it is today. Next

slide.
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This is the same view wi thout the
Community Buffer Alternative. Next slide.

And this is the view with the Community
Buffer Alternative. Next sli de.

|'"d also |ike to include for your
reference what the substation and switchyard wil
| ook fromthis vantage point in the town. Next
slide.

This is a zoomed-in version of those
facilities, which are hard to see with the trees.
Next sli de.

And this is a version with the tree
screening removed, for reference. Next sli de.

And this is going back to the original
for reference once again.

Comm ssi oner Barnhart, I'd like to
address your question regarding the recycling of
batteries. Battery recycling is a big part of
the roadmap of the renewabl es depl oynment in our
country because the ability to recover the scarce
m nerals that are in these battery systens is
very important because we don't have a | arge
guantity of these mnerals in the United States.

So it is a major part of the roadmap

for the future deployment of |arge-scale battery
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and renewabl e energy projects in the United
States. Thank you -- we thank the comm ssion for
the opportunity to present to you today and we
respectfully request -- ask that you recommend
the proposed project to the Board of Supervisors.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Hold on, M.

Fal | on. Commi ssioners, do you have any questions
of Mr. Fallon?

RYAN WATERMAN: (i ndi scernible).
There's just one nmore --

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Under st ood.
We'll catch the questions when you're done.

RYAN WATERMAN: Good mor ni ng. Good
mor ni ng, Chair Edwards, honorable Comm ssioners.
My name is Ryan Water man. " m a sharehol der with
the law firm of Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber,
Schreck and |I'm CEQA counsel for the JVR Energy
Par k.

Just wanted to assure you that my -- me
and nmy team have gone through all the comments
that were submtted on the draft EIR. W' ve
reviewed all the responses to coments including
the late filed comments that canme in over the
| ast 24 hours. We don't have any concerns from a

CEQA perspective that any of those comments
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trigger any need to recirculate the final EIR.
I n our opinion, the final EIR before you guys is
| egal ly compliant with CEQA.

| also wanted to |let you know that with
respect to the recommendati on before you echoi ng
what Geoff Fallon just said, we believe that the
project before you is worthy of being recommended
to the Board of Supervisors; although, because
the project with the Community Buffer Alternative
adjustment is still capable of meeting the PPA's
energy generation requirements, that would also
be an acceptable outcone.

We'd |ike to reserve a few m nutes for
rebuttal, Chair Edwards, after all the
presentations from the other groups and the
public comment have gone forward, just in case
there's anything that we'd |ike to add. Thank
you so nmuch and now open for questions.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you so

much. Comm ssi oners, any questions at this point
in time? | know Comm ssioner Barnhart is going
to ask you folks. | don't think we got an answer

as to what you're going to do with the lithium
batteries at the end of the day. Do they go to
the dump? \What happens to then?
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GEOFF FALLON: There are -- we wl|l
recycle them at the end of the Iife of the
project. There are recycling facilities today,

t hough not -- they're not as prolific, for
I nstance, as |lead acid batteries, the things you
use in your remote controls at hone.

Those are the -- one of the | argest
recycl able materials today, so as | alluded to,
when -- with the growth of renewables and battery
energy storage, the recycling of these batteries
I's going to be important component of that
roadmap and to be clear, they -- we are planning
on recycling them at the end of the life of the
project and they are recyclable currently today
and that technol ogy and that process will only
get more efficient over time.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: So
where -- exactly where do you send thenr?

GEOFF FALLON: | -- unfortunately, |
don't have the answer to that question,
Commi ssi oner .

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: - -
recycling, there must be some receiving --

GEOFF FALLON: Agr eed.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: - -
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somet hing that takes them right?

GEOFF FALLON: Yes. There are
facilities and companies in North America that do
t hat . Yes, sir.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: s it
possi ble that we can identify those this morning?
| mean, we have phones. And | want to talk to
you about the project (indiscernible).

GEOFF FALLON: Excuse nme. | can't hear
you, sSir.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: | want
to talk to you about the PLA.

SECRETARY: M crophone.

GEOFF FALLON: Yes.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: What
| ed you to the PLA?

GEOFF FALLON: | mean, in -- well, the
PLA was signed before |I was at BayWa. I will try
and answer as best --

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Wel |,
" m an expert on PLAs, so | know these things
I nsi de and out, because the first one that was
signed in San Diego County, | was one of the
contractors because it was for Petco Park and

| *ve worked under them
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And let me tell you what my objection
is. The PLA will Iikely, the one that's being
presented, will not allow -- anyone can conpete
under a PLA, whether or not they are signatory to
a | abor organization or whether they're not.
Unfortunately, the problemwth that is all the
fringe benefits, let's say a non-union person is
participating in the project, which is allowed
under a PLA.

Their retirement benefits and all of
t hat are not allowed to follow the individual.

So basically, they | ose that because it goes into
t he organi zed | abor trust funds, and of course,
unl ess you get vested, you never see those.

The other real problemis that we have
an empl oyment problem particularly in certain
m nority communities, that have open shop
apprenticeship prograns and there are a | ot of us
working to create access and opportunity for
t hose youths so that they can obtain work and,
you know, be homeowners and enjoy the America
that a | ot of us do.

And |I'm concerned that your PLA is
going to be closed and not all ow apprentices from

t hose, you know, from those organizations, So |

Page 61

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
g A W N P O © © N O U1 A W N PP O

guess |'m saying you m ght've been sold a bill of
goods, sir.

And lastly, if we're tal king about --
what about the dry brushing of the panels? |
under st and. | understood that the county thinks
that the amount of water used on the panels is
I nsignificant. My first thought on that is, one
I nsignificant project, another insignificant
project, and another insignificant project, first
thing you know, you know, you have creep in a
wat er issue.

So if there's a possibility of avoiding
any use of the water, shouldn't that be explored?

GEOFF FALLON: Yes, sir, and we have
done that. In fact, Comm ssioner Barnhart, this
morning | received an email from our O&M team and
the piece of equipment that we're planning on
procuring has -- and avail abl e pieces of
equi pment out in the market today and into the
future as solar mai ntenance becomes, you know,
drives more innovation, this particular piece of
equi pment can do both dry and wet cl eani ng.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Good.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: The
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guestion's for you. | just want to make sure |
heard you correctly. Did you say that your open
to negotiating with the comunity on additional
community benefits?

GEOFF FALLON: Yes. | didn't engage
the community --

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: That's
okay. That's all | wanted to know.

GEOFF FALLON: Yes.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: So for the
woman who was the new chair, you know, since
you're new, | just want to clarify maybe what
t hat m ght mean for you, so this permt goes to
t he Board of Supervisors next, correct? Right,
we're just here -- we're just here for a
recommendati on, and so private parties m ght get
t oget her before the Board of Supervisors meeting
and the applicant m ght want to include
voluntarily something within his own permt
that's negotiated on in the comunity. That's
al | .

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Bef ore you
| eave the podium sir, again if | msstate you,
just feel free to tell me. You're going to have

a 435 acre open space area that will remain at
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| east for

t hat | and

ori ginal

35 years.
GEOFF FALLON: | n perpetuity.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | n perpetuity.

GEOFF FALLON: And the management of

is funded by the project.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: And of

1,356 acres, the ultimte net ar

all of the deductions that you pointed ou

IS 623 ac

res?

GEOFF FALLON: That's correct.

t he acreage of the proposed project.

note that

community

a bl anket

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay.
you offered or made a comm t men
for their park of $250, 0007
GEOFF FALLON: That's correct.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: So is t
gift to themor hows it --
GEOFF FALLON: lt's a comunity

benefits agreement that we've executed wi

JCSD t hat

is a one-time comm tment of $25

t he approval of the project, and assum ng

build the

proj ect.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Fol | owi

Comm ssioner Hitzke's questions, are ther

benefits that you have commtted to that

t he
ea after

t to us

That's

And |

t to the

hat | ust

th the
0, 000 at

t hat we

ng up on
e ot her

you need
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to tell us about?

GEOFF FALLON: We're in discussions
with the Imperial Valley Desert Museum for
contribution to a new exhibit and ongoi ng
operations and then |I've engaged the comunity
sponsor group and have requested ideas for
benefits to the community to enhance, inmprove the
| ocal community without dramatically reducing our
project size, without cutting it back bel ow the
Community Buffer Alternative and those -- that's
where we stand with those conversati ons.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: All right,

Comm ssioners, other questions or -- we done?
Al'l right, thank you, sir.

GEOFF FALLON: Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Ladi es and
gentl emen, Comm ssioners, we have 16 speakers and
two people on the tel ephone. It's 10: 45. Di d
you want to just power on through or do you want
to take a break or what's your pleasure?

COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: Yeah, a
three-m nute break, if possible. This is
Comm ssi oner Cal vo.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: \Where's that

comng fronm? Sorry about that. lt's -- all
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right, why don't we -- folks, I know you're here.
| know you've taken time off from work or your
activities. It's a quarter "til 11. Why don't
we reconvene at five mnutes '"til and that'l]|
give ten-m nute break for folks to do whatever

t hey need to do. Thank you.

( Br eak)

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | think we've
finished with the applicant's presentati on except
for their rebuttal time and just to close that
| oop, there are no more questions, Conmm ssioners,
for the applicant? All right.

Now, we will go to public testinony.
Generally, you're limted to three m nutes,
unl ess you negotiate with me for additional time.
| should tell you that the Comm ssioners are
extremely diligent, as you probably observed. W
try and read everything and we try and -- even
| ate filed papers, so our secretary will cal
your name and when your name is called, please
approach the podium As | stated --

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: M .
Chai r man?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: -- you have

three m nutes to speak. Yes.
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SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes.
Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: Yes, thank
you, M. Chair man. | think it would do well for

the comm ssion and for the publ

c if you would

poi nt out that, very helpful to be succinct and

not repeat issues that have been previously

brought up by speakers before them

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: All right,
t hank you. You heard Comm ssioner Pallinger and
that's true. Saying the same things over and

over again is not productive in my opinion, but

let's call the first speaker.

SECRETARY: Okay, when your

name 1 s

call ed, please come forward to the |lectern and

state your name for the record and begin your

comment. You will have three m nutes to speak

and the first group | will cal
Donna Jones, and Ki m Bar anek.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:

is Jeff

Osbor ne,

Pl ease approach

the podium Madam Secretary, is this the group

t hat wanted to negotiate tinme --
SECRETARY: Yes.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:

What

was your
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proposal, sir?

JEFF OSBORNE: We respectfully request
a ten-m nute presentation. W have a |ot of very
uni que points we think that will not be repeated.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: For all three

of you?

JEFF OSBORNE: Yes, for all three.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right. Go
ahead. We'll give you ten m nutes.

JEFF OSBORNE: Does this work? Okay.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: If it doesn't

we want our nmoney back.

JEFF OSBORNE: Okay. We' |l return it.
Okay, go -- can you go back in? Sorry. Yeah, it
doesn't seemto -- unless --

SECRETARY: You can nmove the speaker,
as well, or the m crophone, too.

JEFF OSBORNE: Okay. Good mor ni ng,
Comm ssioners and | appreciate just the honor of
bei ng here and representing Jacunba Hot Springs.
My name is Jeff Osborne. I"m a resident of
Jacunba Hot Springs and also a business owner
with my two business partners that are here
today. We own a company called We Are Humanki nd

that is attenmpting to revitalize this community
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as we speak.

This is our main center of town.
You'll see it's extrenmely scenic and beauti ful.
This is not just anywhere. |*m here to defend
t he general plan, my home, and a historic and
beauti ful San Di ego community. l"m not anti -
sol ar. | have solar on most things that | own.
My brother has a solar company in Southern
Cal i forni a. |''m extremely pro renewabl e energy.

| think the report that you see today
has been m nim zing our scenery, our history, our
tourism and the impact that this project wll
have on this historic down that is important to
all San Di egans.

They say, yeah, we know it's going to
ruin their town in there, essentially, but it's
better for everyone el se. s there not a better
solution, one that's more bal anced and
sust ai nable for our comunity and all communities
that will benefit fromthe power generated from
this project?

| believe there is, but first, I want
to show you a little bit more about our town.
Nest .

It was started in the 1920s by the next
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maj or of San Di ego around tourismin the hot
springs. As | mentioned, there's 5,000 peopl e,
novi e stars, the whole thing. This was an
enormous tourist destination rivaling Palm
Springs. Next slide.

| just want to show our current vibrant
community. There's one right before that, sorry.
It's not |like mssion critical, but | just want
to show you that we have a vibrant comunity to
this day. You can go to the next slide.

We have softball teams that nmeet that
t hat park that they're going to put this up to.
We have hiking groups. W have local cultura
resources. Those are metates in town that the
natives used to use to grind their acorns,.

That's our hotel. These are our comunity
menmbers having a yoga class up at the Desert View
Tower and surroundi ng beautiful properties. Next
slide.

This is our market we hold once a week
in the center of town. Pl ease notice how
beautiful it is. Pl ease notice the mountains in
t he background. Noti ce our downtown and our
western town. It is truly scenic and beauti ful.

Next sl i de.
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This is our pond that we've recently
renovated and the community is enjoying on a
daily basis. That's our old bath house there at
the bottom and Jacumba Peak in the background.
Next slide.

This is a view east where the project
will be placed in the background there. This is
where bi kers, classic car people, and anyone
| ooki ng for a beautiful scenic drive come to
Jacunmba to see. Next slide.

This is the farmas it was back in

2003. It's a beautiful view, obviously, of this
area. You can see it is also -- the project site
Is extremely scenic itself. Next sli de.

This is the current view. | took this

two days ago with nmy drone. Pl ease view the next
slide.

This is the project. | don't know if |
just want to | eave that on there for a while for
you to absorb what they're trying to do to our
town and just saying that it's unmtigable and
that's the way it is. But they threw us a bone.

The community buffer, so let's do next slide and
see if you can notice a difference. Oh, there it

was. Can we go back one? Then (indiscernible)
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one more time. That's the community buffer.

| f you think that's just not a nice
angl e, please go to the next slide. Maybe this
will show it off. Current, next, community
buffer. That's the buffer. Next slide, please.

What they're conpletely ignoring is
even in their own EIR, the heat island effect.

It is proven and studied this will increase the
temperature of the anbient air. lt'Il be placed
east of our town, and even here | highlighted
where it shows you need at | east 1,000 feet for
t hat heat to dissipate.

We have Santa Ana wi nds that bl ow east
to west over town constantly. This heat will
just directly blow into our residences, another
reason why our alternative pushes the project to
t he north. Next sli de.

This is its proximty to their own 108-
acre -- and I'lIl show the little cutout, they
advertise it. Twenty-ei ght megawatts i s how t hey
advertise the DC power and they're saying that
t hey need 600 to produce 90? Something doesn't
add up there, does it? Just run the nunmbers
your sel ves. Fifty-eight-acre ECO substation down

t he road.
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That was built to increase the capacity
in the area and allow projects just like this to
not require to build their own switchyard.

That's literally why it was built and it's 58
acres and ugly as all could be, but we accepted
It because we knew that green energy was com ng
and we are not against green energy. Next slide.

This is the highlighted portion from
when that was produced by Dudek, the same conpany
that is their environmental inpact, you know,
contractor. It's to provide interconnection to
renewabl e generation that elim nates the need for
mul ti ple generator owner-operated switching
stations.

That switchyard is permanent. They
call this interim but there's a permanent
switchyard that is vested to SDG&E, which is
never going to leave this land and is why it
guar ant ees the next energy project right after
It. This will never be interim It is not an
i nterim project. They're permanent installations
that they can mtigate and avoid. Their response
in the EIR was, it is unknown if there is a
capacity at the ECO substation. What, they never

call ed them and just asked, is there capacity?
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Are you kidding? Next slide.

Anot her community benefit that we've
asked for time and time again and been ignored is
i mgi ne the irony of our town that gets shut off
constantly for high wi nds and public safety and
we're going to be sitting there |Iooking at, with
our power off and our fridges with food dying in
it, and | ooking at a field full of batteries and
sol ar panels sitting among high voltage |ines
down the coastal communities who are not having
their power cut off.

Why are they not supplying our
community with power and a backup power source?
Next sli de.

This is the view they didn't want you
to see. You guys asked |ots of questions about
m tigation that they're doing. This is from
Carrizo Gorge. This is the road com ng off old -
- off Highway 8. This is their final EIR
visualization for what it's going to |Iook Iike
and this is their mtigation that they've done.
What do you guys think about it? Next slide.

Cherry made this point before. Okay,
" m going to wap up for one second. This is the

vill age boundary which she mentioned. Next

Page 74

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127




© 00 N oo o b~ W N P

N N N N NN P P PR PR R PR
g A W N P O © © N O U1 A W N PP O

slide.

It clearly does not fit the general
pl an. Next slide.

This is our alternative which we'll
explain a little bit nmore, but it has no
switchyard, backup power, and safe airport
operations that buffers our community fromits
| mpacts on our industry and scenic views and |
want to just have -- make -- have a couple nore
m nutes for two more coments here.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes, ma' am

KI M BARANEK: Good mor ni ng, hi. Ki m
Bar anek, Baranek Consulting Group. " m up here
to discuss and just highlight some of the aspects
of the EIR that you guys have before you. ' ve
been working on EIRs for a better part of three
decades, so |I've read a few of these in ny
i fetime.

And as you've heard from many ot hers,

I ncludi ng both the applicant and staff, there's
significant unavoi dable inpacts to aesthetics, as
Jeff pointed out. But one of the things that |
t hi nk nobody has made the Iink to -- and this is
to the point of not repeating anything -- is that

this project really conflicts with |and use
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policy -- county |land use policy, to protect the
very resources that are being inpacted by this
proj ect.

There's been several other solar farns
analyzed in environmental 1 nmpact reports by this
jurisdiction and in every single one of those
cases, there has been a general plan amendment
required by the project applicants -- or by the
county for that -- for those projects, except for
Rugged, wherein they had to remove sol ar panels
fromthe scenic areas of the property.

So it's something that you really need
to consider and think about. There's probably a
good reason why the general plan amendment was
removed fromthis proposal. It was in the notice
of preparation at the time the draft EIR was
prepared or -- in the beginning of that and has
been removed, and it's because it's a pretty
ext enuating process and they were probably in a
rush.

So | just want you to kind of think
with that in mnd as you take some action on this
project. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,

ma' am Next ?
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JEFF OSBORNE: We have nore, but we'll
just have to get through it here in the | ast
m nut e- and- a- hal f. My attorney Donna Jones here
had more that was submtted in a letter as well,
but it was about 30 pages, so hopefully, you get
a chance to read that.

My cl osing argument here is that there
Is an alternative that works, and | want you to
notice that on this alternative, it will be the
| ar gest sol ar project in San Diego County, in our
alternative, in the Equity for Jacumba

Al ternative.

You can still recommend the | argest
solar project. There is a better plan. [t m ght
take a little more time. | personally tal ked one

on one with devel oper a couple of times now.
|*ve been kind of brushed off in nmost of those
conversations and they've told us, well, we've
already told it this way and it would just take
too long to go back and | ook at that stuff.

Why can't we ask themto take -- make a

real alternative that considers the comunity

they will devastate? Oh, because sonmeone -- |

don't know with this conpany -- | think they're

from Germany -- is going to make some nore money
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on this project and that's really it. They can
take the time. All we're asking for is time to
really think through the alternatives that
properly mtigate the down sides of this project.

It means that today you vote for the
conditions of our equity alternative or ask BayW
to take some nmore time to take it seriously and
re-study it. MWhatever you do, please do not vote
to recommend this project today or the buffer
alternative.

| f you do vote to recommend this
project, you are voting to conmpletely destroy an
I ncredi bly val uable and historic community of San
Di ego. I would just hope, as representatives of
San Di ego County communities you would represent
us -- you would represent us as well. Pl ease
hel p us save our community. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you, sir.
Madam Secretary, next speaker?

SECRETARY: Coul d Christina Marquez
pl ease come to the lectern? You will have three
m nut es.

CRI STI NA MARQUEZ: Good nmor ni ng,
Comm ssi oners and thank you for your tinme. I

appreciate it. Cristina Marquez speaking on
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behal f of over 3,500 members of the | BEW Local
569, the electrical workers union.

| BEW 569 is in strong support of JVR
Energy Park. When conplete, the JVR Energy Park
will generate sufficient em ssion-free energy to
power 52,000 households in San Di ego County.
During construction, it will create over 300 or
about 350 good, m ddle class, clean energy jobs
for local workers and will advance apprenticeship
training opportunities.

We strongly urge you to vote in favor
of the JVR energy project to support the region's
cl ean energy goals and good, quality jobs for
county residents. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
ma' am Hol d on, ma'am  You have a questi on.

CRI STI NA MARQUEZ: Sorry. Yes.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Does the
| BEW have an affirmative plan or an action plan
to put formerly incarcerated individuals into
apprenticeship prograns?

CRI STI NA MARQUEZ: Actually, we do have

somebody that we work with, if you guys have

every heard of it. It's called Homework. Jason
M| sap actually started it. He's a firefighter
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with the San Diego firefighter departnment and

t hey actually have a softball game this weekend.
They're playing the firefighters, the Homework
construction workers.

We now have, | believe, at | east three
fromthat group, Homework, formerly incarcerated
and they're apprentices now and | know there's
more in the pipeline. And those -- let me tell
you, those apprentices, they're hungry. They
want that worKk.

They're top notch and, you know, it's -
- you know, because they got a second chance in
life and, you know, | went through the
apprenticeship program nyself and now |I'm a
j ourneyman, but as an apprentice, one of nmy nost
favorite journeymen who trained me was formerly
I ncarcer at ed, because he | oved having that second
chance and the opportunity to be able to work and
be treated as a human, not a second-cl ass
citizen. So yeah, thank you for that question.
| really appreciate it. |s there any more?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Any ot her
guestions, | adies and gentlemen? Guess not.
Thank you - -

CRI STI NA MARQUEZ: Thank you.
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CHAI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: -- for that
i nformati on, by the way. Next speaker?

SECRETARY: Davi d Breeckner. You have
three m nutes.

CHAI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: | recognize
you.

DAVI D BREECKNER: | think I was just
here. D?) ? vu. Thankfully at the right time,
now. Thank you so much, Comm ssioners, for the
opportunity to speak here. My name is Dr. David
Breeckner. Il"m the executive director of the
| mperial Valley Desert Museum

The I mperial Valley Desert Museumis a
regi onal museum serving the communities of
Southern California and with a focus on | mperi al
County and eastern San Diego County.

In this service, we've existed for
nearly 50 years since our incorporation and
founding in 1973. Our m ssion today is
unchanged, which is to preserve, interpret, and
celebrate the desert of Southern California
t hrough outstanding collections, education, and
research prograns.

" m not a resident of Jacumba and it's

not my place to speak to the residential health
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or environmental needs of its communities. Their
voices ring truest and are best said.

|*m here to speak on the history and
heritage of California and America -- and of the
Americas, which transcends borders and refl ects a
| asting gift fromthe past which is stewarded by
the present and |eft for the future.

| VDM i s no stranger to projects such as
t hese, having participated in solar and wi nd
projects in both Imperial and San Di ego County.

It is a precarious and precious bal ance that we
curate the lands of California and of their

heri tage against its ongoing energy devel opment
needs.

The region in question is rich in
history, while its renote nature nmeans that these
| ocati ons often provide the opportunity to
understand and appreciate the context and native
setting of that history in an uninterrupted and
context that's scattered across and below its
surface.

Since 2019, | VDM has been working with
representatives of the County of San Diego's PDS,
BayWa, Dudek, and the Jacunmba community and water

board and the Campo, Manzanita, LaPosta, and
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Vi ej as bands of the of the Kumeyaay Nati on.

In this time, it has expressed its
concerns for the lasting impact on the cul tural
record of the region and worked with all these
groups to better address and, at times, obligate
secondary view and assessnment to seek the
resol ution.

Furt her, |1VDM has strongly advocated
for an increased transparency and engagement with
i ndi genous Kuneyaay people on whose traditional
| ands this project is proposed. It is essenti al
that now and in all future developments to --
such as that the County of San Diego seek to
secure its renewable energy future that it be
respectful and given in these groups -- sorry,
respect be given to these groups in their
sovereign rights and stewardship of their lasting
heritage.

Whil e | VDM al ways advocated for a
policy of preserve in place, this is not always
avai l able or achievable. Thirty seconds left.

BayWa and Dudek have conducted
t henmsel ves in good faith in responding to the
museum s greatest concerns, obligating secondary

surveys of ground penetrating radar surveys to
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assess the underground damage and i mpact to this
proj ect.

Further, as a future comunity benefits
agreement partner, we are working with them now
to ensure that the educational value and | essons
| earned fromthis project which results from al
such projects is made avail able for future
generations to come. Our programm ng in this
case has served over 75,000 residents since its
i ncorporation in 2015 and we | ook forward to it
in the years to come as well. Thank you very
much for your time.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you, sir.
Next speaker.

SECRETARY: Okay, |'m going to be
calling in groups of three, so we can have you
ready. Can | have M chael Marchant, please cone

forward. Shirley Perez, and Greg Curran. And

can | rem nd you to please state your name for
the record when you -- before you speak and you
will each have three m nutes.

M CHAEL MARCHANT: Good mor ni ng.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes, sir.
M CHAEL MARCHANT: My name is M chael

Mar chant . Excuse ne. | "' ma resident of Jacunba.
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| live in the trailer park that's adjacent to
this project going. Supposed to be | ess than 30
feet fromthe project. | don't know anybody's
addressed the concern of the dust that's going to
be caused by all of this. |"ve contracted vall ey
fever since living in Jacunmba. It comes from
Yuma, but it's also in the soil there. There's
three people in our trailer park that's
contracted valley fever fromit.

Al so, they're going to be driving
300,000 pilings into the ground. They're going
to pile drive these -- drive -- they're going to
remove all the animal |ife. Even the ants are
going to dissipate. They won't come back. Al |
the other wildlife depends on this
(indiscernible) wildlife to continue the

ecosystem There's no preservation for that.

Growing all this -- they're putting
ground cover and ot her greenery around. | don't
know i f they know about growi ng in Jacunba. | do
alittle bit of farm ng nmyself. It's going to be
very tough. | don't care how much water they put
on it. Wthout correcting that ground from

desert sand, this stuff is not going to grow.

It's going to be ten years before the vegetation
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is taller than a 7-foot fence.

Seventy percent of the equipnment is
going to be in view. | f you want to see an ugly
one, go further down the road where they got the
switching stations and they're huge. There's no
trees that'll cover that, no plants that'll cover
t hat .

Also the -- | don't know, they're going
to have tracking nmotors. " m going to be
constantly listen to these motors driving those
trackers, constantly, all day |ong, buzzing, all
the way through to sunset. Then at ni ght,
they're going to return. (i ndiscerni ble), back
t he other direction.

My qui etness has now di sappear ed
forever. | "' m not going to have a quiet moment at
all. The lighting's going to interfere with star
gazing. There's so many things wrong with this
project and, you know, |I'mall for green energy.
| believe in the alternative that they're

proposi ng; that's reasonabl e.

It still has some quirks in it, but
that's a reasonabl e change. Here -- increase the
heat. That's -- |last week, it was 110 nmost of

the week | ast week. You add 15 degrees to that,
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that's unlivabl e. | run my air conditioner day
and night as it is. Wth this, it's going to be
i ncredi bl e.

The ground, they're tal king about
groundwat er . Sure, it's not going to use much to
keep them cl ean, but what are they going to do
with the runoff? Has that been addressed, the
runoff from washing these things?

That's about all | have to say. Thank
you very much for your time.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thanks, sir.

M CHAEL MARCHANT: Any questions?
Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Questions?
Next speaker.

SECRETARY: Next speaker. Shirley
Perez.

MAN 4: Here's the -- speaker's right
here.

SHI RLEY PEREZ: Hi . Good mor ni ng. My
name is Shirley Perez and | own the Wagon \Wheel
trailer park in Jacumba, and | have 29 tenants
and |I'm greatly concerned about having sol ar
panels right in their back yard. It's already

hot out there and temperature from those sol ar
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panels is going to raise the temperature even
mor e.

The other concern is |'ve been there
for 40 years and |'ve seen the water table go up
and down and if -- they don't guarantee that they
aren't going to take all the water, so it's going
to be -- if they use all the water for their
sol ar panels, the town is really going to be
negatively i mpact ed.

If -- the traffic fromall of this 300
people, | don't know where they're going to put
300 people for workers, but that's going to have
a very negative impact on everybody in Jacunmba
whi ch doesn't really seem that fair, but | would
much rather see housing devel opments which they
al so need in -- besides energy or they can go
down the road a little bit further with their
sol ar panel s.

Anyhow, my -- 1'm very opposed to the
project, the impact it is going to have on
Jacumba and | hope that you take into
consideration that it's going to impact Jacunba
wi t hout any benefits for it, so | hope you take
Into consideration, at the very |east, reducing

the size of it so that it is not sitting right on
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our doorstep and |I would very much appreciate it
I f you would consider the whole town which
everyone there deserves to have a decent Ilife,
just i ke the rest of San Di ego County.

They shoul dn't have sol ar panels stuck
in their back yard. Okay, thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
ma' am Yes, sir.

GREG CURRAN: Good nmor ni ng,
supervi sors. My name is Greg Curran and | am a -
- on the sponsor group, Jacumba Sponsor Group and
al so the co-founder of Jacunba Hi kers and |i ke
Supervi sor Barnhart there, | create my own power
up here, so |I'm not against, you know, green
energy if it's truly green, okay, because | do
have sol ar panels and | have a wi nd generator,
wel | water, chickens, a organic garden.

| live off the utility grid and | think
that that is more green than what we're trying to
do here with this -- what the devel oper is trying
to do. | do not believe that that is really,
truly green, okay.

And before | forget, there was a couple
t hi ngs that came up that, you know, this project

is -- | want to enphasize, six times |arger than
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the community of Jacunba.

The benefits -- you know, the
devel oper, |I'm on the sponsor group. l"mthe
vice chair of the sponsor group and | didn't hear

anyt hi ng about
benefits through the people that
body that represents Jacunba.

They may have email ed or
Friday, this |ast Friday, so |
anyt hi ng about
t he water

t he board and | know t hat

Jacumba Community Service District,

represent --

haven't

benefits fromthem and |

them of fering any types of

the

somet hi ng on

heard
sit on
boar d,

does not

represent Jacumba. It's the Jacumba Comunity
Sponsor Group that represents Jacumba and we
weren't approached.

So anyway, like | said, | live off ten
acres, off the utility grid. Ri ght there at the

38.5 mle marker

ungodly substation and we have sol ar

where we already have this

panel s up

there in Jacumba al ready.

So we're --

t hi nk

we' re kind of doing our fair share.

Li ke | said, Jacunba Vall ey Ranch

project is not green. It disturbs a whole

community and its ecosystem 1its quality of life

and its rural aesthetics, okay. It's not smart.
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It's not friendly and it's not green. The
physics reality of it is solar panels, what,
produce 33 percent efficiency and battery storage
of the world' s energy is only -- they only
comprise 3 percent of the world' s energy, so
battery storage is -- isn't really that
efficient.

Panels built with non-renewabl e
resources, digging up, moving -- you're moving,
processing tons of earth, transportation of
materials for construction, manufacturing bl ades,
batteries, concrete, mning rare earth m nerals.
Someone said, where are they going to dig these
m nerals up at? They mentioned, BayWa nmenti oned,
the representative mentioned that there's not too
much of it in the United States.

They'l|l have to go to the tropics or
somet hing |ike that and disturb nore | and, so |
don't think that's very green either. This al
t akes massive amounts - -

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: t hank you, sir.

GREG CURRAN: -- energy --

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Coul d you
summari ze?

GREG CURRAN: Okay, | didn't know I was
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going so -- | had so much to talk about, so to

wrap it up, | would |ike to recomend that you
not approve this project. " m not totally

agai nst green energy, but | think the -- Jacunba
Equity Alternative program-- plan is better than

this, okay. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you, sir.

SECRETARY: Okay, we'll call the next
three people. Please forgive any
m spronunci ati ons on my part for your name.
Tanya Ayal a, Melissa Strukel, and Catherine
Lei ghty. Pl ease come forward. You will have
three m nutes each.

TANYA AYALA: Hel | o. My name is Tanya
Ayal a. |'"m a second-generation -- third-
generation native San Diegan and | was born in La
Jolla when they still had a hospital there with a
view, and now my view is of the mountains and
it's beautiful and you have to appreciate the
desert and the mountains to | ook at that and say,
oh, that's beautiful.

| lived in Hawaii for the last 15
years. It's beautiful over there. It's
different and those of us that live out there

appreciate the beauty of it, the ruggedness, the
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ani mal s. | work, volunteer at a community center
whi ch has been not operating for the |ast year,
but for the seven years prior to that, |

vol unt eer every Sunday.

We have a community breakfast and all
t he surrounding communities come and join us
t here because we have three churches. W have
two community centers, a library, the fire
station, post office, and currently an open
avail able for a new restaurant to move in, and a
couple little gift shops.

We're not just a block of houses.

We're actually a community that's united together
and we're in that spot because that's where it
was originally set up. And I'mall for green,
but this needs to nove down the road a couple

m | es.

This was -- we were very hel pful two or
three years ago for the other part of the solar.
We talked to the community and we wanted to help
out and we were thankful that it was two m | es
down the road and we didn't have to see it from
where we were at. And then this has come up now,
and | don't know where the $250, 000 has gone,

because whoever has accepted that is not here
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representing.

And somehow, some place, sonmething got
| ost because we said way back at the beginni ng of
all this when they brought it up the first time,
no way. That was an organic farmthere. There's
so much potential for us to grow somet hing
organi ¢ there and give people jobs.

And when -- in our group meeting when
we -- then they asked us if there was people in
t hat group that were going to benefit by having
t hat work, the electricians, not a single person
I n our community is going to benefit fromthat.

All we will be left with is hot, dusty
air. | sit out in the m ddle of the night and
| isten to birds. W have, besides the ow's, the
burrowing owls, we have the horned owl ,
screeching owls. We've got tri-colored
bl ackbirds. We've got orioles, grossbeaks.

Al'l the people that come up from
Ari zona and take pictures of the birds out in our
community every year because we've got such a
great place where all the birds come because
there's things there for themto eat and pl aces
for themto burrow and nest, and if that is al

just acres of the solar panels, those birds
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aren't even going to have any place to sit out
there and | ook for a nmouse. There will be no
pl ace for those to go. Thank you --
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you.
TANYA AYELA:

- very much.
CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Next speaker.
CATHERI NE LEI GHTY: Hi . My name's
Cat herine and |'ve been in Jacumba for three
years and it's so beautiful and it's 6 mles
| ong. Whoopi e do. So this big company comes in
for a 6-mle little town that no one in San Diego
could ever care about because you send us all
your little things that you don't want anyone to
know about, so you hide stuff in Jacunmba and then
this big company comes in to put in solar that
we're not even going to get anything from
What do we care about downtown San
Di ego? You don't care about us and we don't care
about you. And no one has ever even -- and the
houses in Jacumba are affordable. They're
af fordabl e and you guys are al ways goi ng, oh,
what about work, what about work. What about
wor k? Because no one in San Di ego can even
afford a home, so does it really matter if you

wor k or not?
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And in Jacumba, you can afford a hone,
and now, our homes are going up a little bit,
which | could care less if they ever go up, to be
honest, because they're affordable and that's
really what it's all about. And it's
enmbarrassing to think -- and |I'm noticing up
there the noblest nmotive is the public good.

And if you vote this through, then you
are not thinking of the public whatsoever, It's
al most sickening that a company |ike this can
come to a small town with | ow-income people and
think they're all hot and dandy and not even have
one thing in mnd for any of us, because they
think -- they know they can get away with it

because nmoney tal ks and bullshit wal ks.

lt's that sinmple. It's al ways been
i ke that. |*ve seen it downt own. |*ve lived in
Fal | br ook. | lived in Pine Valley. |*ve |ived

everywheres in San Di ego you can i mgine. And
| ve bought homes and |I'mtelling you, Jacunba, I
have never been happi er because it's not a
j udgi ng pl ace.

It sits in a vortex. The wildlife -- 1
wal k three mles every day. The wildlife is

al most unbel i evabl e. | don't even know it until
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| wal ked. And we are a poor community, but we
respect each other and that means a | ot because
in these other comunities, | don't even see

t hat .

And if you vote this through, it'll
just -- it'll be sickening, absolutely sickening.
| don't even want themto get the little parts.
We'l | buy back that | and. | don't even want to
see this at all, and I don't care if they give us
$250 mllion. W' re been poor there. W're
happy and that's what's really the inmportant
thing, is being happy. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you.

Next speaker. Yes, ma'am

MELI SSA STRUKEL.: Hel | o. Thank you for
giving us the opportunity to speak. M name is
Mel i ssa Strukel. | am a resident of Jacumba Hot
Springs and |'m al so a business owner. " m one
of Jeff Osborne's partners.

| want to be clear that |'m for solar
and green energy, just as all of us really are;
however, not at all costs, and it believe that
this project as it stands right now is a huge
cost for our community.

We are only asking for a comprom se.
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We're not asking for this to stop. W understand
that a comprom se is what we're going for and in
order for us to survive, we have to have this
comprom se. Jacumba Hot Springs is one of the

| ast rural communities in San Diego. As you
know, rural communities suffer greatly because
outsiders conme in and enjoy it and then we're
overl ooked when big corporations are involved.

We are |ocated on the scenic Od
Hi ghway 80 route. It's a beautiful drive and we
al so have the sacred healing waters of the hot
springs. | f anyone's ever been to a hot springs
and enjoyed the benefits of it, you would
understand and if you haven't, then | invite you
to come to Jacumba and understand what the
heal i ng waters are truly all about.

We also are a geographical vortex and
if you don't know what a geographical vortex is,
follow this project and you'll find out. Jacumba
Hot Springs is going to be a vibrant, vital part
of the San Diego tourismindustry, | can
guarantee you. We are where you drive on Sundays
to enjoy nature. W are the markets you get
coffee at. We are the canpsites you bring your

fam|lies.
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We are the trails you hike, the gift
shops you buy souvenirs in, the people and
| andscapes you take photos of. We are the | akes
you swimin and the hotels you vacation in. W
are the communities you raise nmoney for when our
towns burn down due to forest fires. W take
very seriously our role as the caregivers of the
| and that you enjoy while you escape the city.

The proposed project will not generate
jobs for locals or ever provide us with energy.
Our | ocals are hungry for jobs and we are doing
our best to create jobs for them sustainable
j obs. Pl ease know that the proposed sol ar
project has been named the community alternative
and | don't want you to be m staken by those play
on words, because it is not the community
alternative.

What we want is the Jacumba Hot Springs
Equity Alternative. W are asking for you to
vote for that and not the community alternative.
| just want you to understand that it's very easy
for strangers to talk about a community and make
deci sions for them but |

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:

(i ndiscernible).
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MELI SSA STRUKEL: -- invite you to come
out to Jacumba and see it for yourself. Thank
you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you.

Next speaker?

SECRETARY: Okay, | will call the next
t hree speakers. David McMannus, Alistair
Mul ar ney, and Celia Sigman. Pl ease come forward.
You will each have three m nutes.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes, sir, good
mor ni ng.

DAVI D MCMANNUS: Hi . My name is David
McMannus and | would |like to donate my time to
Donna Jones, if possible.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: You have three
m nutes and counsel, can he donate then?

RANDALL SJOBLOM That's at the
di scretion of the chair.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right, go
ahead. So you will have six m nutes.

DONNA JONES: No, he just is giving nme
his three m nutes.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Oh.

DONNA JONES: Thank you. My name is

Donna Jones and | did submt a letter | ate
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yesterday and | apol ogize for not getting it
sooner. There was a lot to read. | did as best
as | coul d.

Ot hers have mentioned the tenporary
nature of this as being questionable, and | think
in part they chose this |lifetime because that's
the expected Iife of some of the equi pment, but
in fact, solar farms have really only been around
not for that |long, so no one really knows how
| ong the equi pment's going to | ast.

| n Massachusetts, there's a solar farm
that's still at 90 percent capacity 29 years
| ater, so | feel |ike because of the permanent
nature of the switchyard and because of where
infrastructure is here, once this is in place, it
will stay in place so it should be treated as
per manent .

However, they must be consi dered
temporary to qualify under the zoning code that
they're using. Section 2888 of the zoning code
only allows tenmporary uses with the bonded
agreement that has been discussed. There's two
problems with that; the one |I mentioned that it's
| i kely not tenporary, but the second is that we

know for sure the switchyard facilities are not
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tenporary. They will be permanent.

|f the switchyard facilities are under
the same maj or use permt as the rest of the
project, and so it makes it not qualify under
this zoning code requirement which says you must
be removed and it must be enforceable by the
county and they say, well, it doesn't really
matter because the county won't be able to
enforce it because the switchyard's going to be
under the CPUC s jurisdiction.

So it seems odd to me to avoid the
I nconsi stency with the zoning ordi nance because
the county won't be able to enforce it anyway and
their other argunment is well, the switchyard
could qualify as a mnor impact facility with a
m nor use perm<t and that could be true, but
they're not asking for a m nor use permt for
this facility. So I just think that they're
trying to fit into a hole where it doesn't quite
fit.

Simlarly, on the aesthetics inpacts,
we know they're significant and unmtigated in
| arge part and yet they find themselves
consi stent with general plan policies and

regi onal plan policies that call for example
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protecting and enhancing the scenic nature of
this area, including Od Hi ghway 80, which is a
sceni ¢ hi ghway.

And it's hard for me to understand how
you can have a significant unmtigated inmpact to
aesthetics fromthis highway and at the same time
say you're consistent with policies that require
you to protect and enhance the scenic val ue of
t hese very same hi ghways.

And bio, they are going to be inpacts
to birds, not only fromrunning into the power
| i nes, but also the sol ar panels. Ot her ElI Rs for
ot her solar farms have conceded that it's a
necessary part of renewable energy to assume that
there's going to be deaths to avian species.

And | see my time's up, so thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
ma' am Next speaker.

ALI STAI R MULARNEY: Conmm ssi oners, ny
name is Alistair Mularney and | wish to speak in
opposition to this plan as presented, only
I nsofar as it inpacts safety of operations at
Jacumba Airport. | am an FAA certificated flight
instructor and I am the chief instructor for the

club that is the main user of Jacunba airport.
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And this proposal raises two concerns
to ne. One is glare to which I will not speak.
| have never had the opportunity to fly at | ow
altitude over an extensive sol ar array. [ 1
have to trust the experts when they say the glare
will not be a significant factor.

However, safety is something | will
speak to and | would say a plan that considers
virtually wrapping the whole -- the enclosed --
t he whole end of a runway with obstacles made of
steel and glass 12 feet high can only be
advocated by someone who does not understand the
hazards that that portends.

| know the plan speaks of three open
ar eas. Let me speak to them al so. | " ve been
flying gliders since 1988 in a variety of
| ocati ons. | have made my own fair share of
emergency | andings in anything fromdirt strips
to plowed fields. In my opinion, two of those
open areas are of no consequence, the one down by
t he Mexican border and the one al ong Hi ghway 80.

They would require far too much
dangerous | ow-|l evel maneuvering to get fromthe
end of Jacumba runway to reach them safely. The

third one is a proposed opening between 7-foot
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fences directly in line with the runway. | woul d
hate to be asking a low-time pilot to make a
precision landing in a canyon |like that with

i nevitable turbul ence or always a cross-wi nd
component in a glider that has a 60-foot

wi ngspan, putting it into a narrow canyon.

| am not agai nst sol ar energy,
renewabl e power. | amin opposition to a plan
t hat encroaches on the runway safety zone at the
end of Jacumba airport. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Hol d on, sir.
Coul d you come back? Sir? Have a question for
you.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: ' m
| ooking at the exhibit for the emergency | anding
ar ea.

ALI STAI R MULARNEY: Yeah.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: When
you've had emergency | andi ngs, how many feet do
you need to | and, you know?

ALI STAI R MULARNEY: Depends on the
skill of the pilot --

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: A thousand
feet?

ALl STAI R MULARNEY: Depends on the
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wi nd.

COMM SSI ONER Gl NGER HI TZKE: A quarter

of a mle? A half of a mle?

ALl STAI R MULARNEY: A quarter

of a mle

|l d say --

s the

n excess

woul d be --
COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: So about
1,200 feet.
ALI STAI R MULARNEY: Yes, | wou
COMM SSI ONER Gl NGER HI TZKE: Okay.
ALl STAI R MULARNEY: Yeah.
COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: |
| andi ng area -- emergency | anding area i

of 1,200 feet?

NI CHOLOUS KOUTOUFI DI S:  The ai

| and use conpatibility plan requires at

rport

| east 75

feet by 300 and this does give 1,200 feet.

COMM SSI ONER Gl NGER HI TZKE: Okay,

t hank you. Thank you, sir.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank

Next speaker.

Si gman.

CELI A SI GMAN: Yes, my name is

l*"ma 20-plus year resident of

and 1'd |like to just make a couple of po

gui ckly.

First of all, | understand and

you, Sir.

Celi a

Jacunba

ints real
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appreci ate your work on addressing California's
green sustainable comm tments that we've made.
They're very inmportant. They need to be met. I
t hi nk most of us in Jacumba recognize this and
val ue that.

| al so understand that this JVR Energy
Park is not -- while addressing those
comm tments, there's a great sacrifice that's

going to be made and it's all done at the expense
of this community. As you've seen with Jeff

Osborne's well put together photos about the real

true massive, in terms of square footage, that
this project will take up.

It's everything that will allow us to
grow as a community. It sucks up all the | and

around us. W are now, for the first time in 20-
pl us years, we have the opportunity to really
rebuild our community and | think that with our
new owners for the spa, we have the potential to
do that.

However, we need the room for that.
sol ar panels are not a great attractive feature
for tourists. They don't come out to | ook at
sol ar panels. They come out to | ook at the

birds. They come out to ook -- and it may be
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for people who are more famliar with
recreational areas being green and | ush.

The desert has its own beauty and that
wi de spanse of golden -- just grass that grows
out there, is gorgeous, is beautiful. So those
little corridors, those little buffer things,
that's not going to get it. That's not enough.
| think that in order to rebuild our community
and one of the benefits of -- a couple of
benefits in doing that is that you attract
homeowner s. You -- and in doing so, you build a
tax basis -- a larger tax basis.

You build potential voters, future
voters, okay. As a constituent of this esteemed
body, it's important to remember that you hold
el ected positions. You hold positions that
require your responsibility to the public good.
| implore you to | ook at and address the JVR
Alternative map, okay, alternative to this park.
Thank you.

CHAI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
ma' am.

SECRETARY: Okay, | will call the | ast
two i n-person speakers. Sandra Chappell e and

St even Hanes. Pl ease come to the | ectern. You
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wi |l have three m nutes to speak and pl ease make
sure you state your name for the record. Okay.

STEVEN HANES: Good morning. Thank you

for allowing me to speak. | appreciate a | ot of
the comments that have come forth. | "' m not a
resi dent of Jacunba, but | am a | and owner and

all of the photos that have ever been presented

have all been from flat ground. | happen to own

a 8-acre parcel that | haven't devel oped as yet.
It's actually up on the hill, fondly

addressed as Snob Hill. It's about 200 feet

above the flat ground and actually | ooks east
across the entire expanse of the valley.

Having a solar farmto | ook down on is
just not an appealing alternative for -- it's not
the reason we bought the property. It's -- the
beauty of the area is, as it sits currently is a
beauti ful spot, | ooking across the entire vall ey.

It's important to understand that
Jacumba has, fromtinme to time, had visionaries
t hat have come through and actually wanted to
develop it into something that it potentially
could be. We currently have a group now that is
| ooking to do that, that is actually |ooking --

with the econom c downturn it wasn't possible.
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The early spas, one of the owners of
t hat spa, 15-some years ago actually | ooked at
devel opi ng housing and community out there that
woul d' ve increased the tax base and woul d've
provi ded homes and econom c function for the
community, would' ve created jobs and schools and
-- he died before he could ever envision that.

The second group that came in had
I ssues with devel oping the spa into anything and
part of that was based on planning. This new
group that is now here is |ooking to expand the
community and actually integrate a much nore
functional comunity that allows for shopping,
that allows a tourist destination, that allows
for the expansion and uplifting of a comunity.

It's important that each of you i magine
what you would, if you had this type of project

in your comunity. We know that |and is

avail abl e el sewhere. | was -- | just becane
aware of this project a week ago when | got the
flier in the mail. Il live in San Francisco and

drove down because | think it's important to save
this community.
And wrapping it into an industrial park

is just not the way to do it. There are no jobs
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devel oped fromit in the |local community. There
I's no tax base that the community benefits from
Al'l the energy is exported and so | strongly,
strongly request that you vote no on this project
as presented. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you, sir.
Does that --

SECRETARY: That concludes the -- oh.
Did -- okay.

WOJEFF OSBORNE: (i ndiscernible) my
time to her if it's okay. (background
conversation).

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Haven't | see
you before?

DAVI D MCMANNUS:  Yes. Hi, nmy name is
David McMannus and | |live on EI Centro Avenue in
Jacumba and the farm where they want to build
this is part of nmy neighborhood. It's just down
the street from ne. O d Highway 80 is main
street for Jacumba. And you can take photographs
in a couple of spots where it |ooks like there's
not hi ng there, but there is.

It's just a small town. It's not |ike
downt own San Di ego, but O d Hi ghway 80, that's

mai n street and there are places there and there
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are things to |look at and there are birds and al
sorts of stuff and there are honmes.

And | bought my three-bedroom two-bath
for $175,000 this year. Peopl e can buy honmes.
Peopl e can build homes. VWhere that farmi s,
would Iike to see homes built in there. And yes,
| like the idea of solar panels, but move them
back away from the residential area because this
is a residential area that they're tal king about.

It's just not really built up like San
Diego. This is a very small town, but we are
living there and we should be taken into
consi deration. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you, sir.

SECRETARY: Chair -- sorry. We did
have somebody who accidently marked to just state
an opinion, but she would Iike to -- they would
| i ke to speak, Corbin Wnters. Okay.

CORBI N W NTERS: Hi, thank you for the
opportunity. My name is Corbin Wnters. | am a
home owner and busi ness owner in Jacumba Hot
Springs. | have chosen to raise my young son in
this community because | fell in love with the
beauty of the natural | andscape, the m neral hot

spring water, and the absence of
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i ndustrialization and commerci ali zati on.

It's easy to | ook at some of t

he phot os

presented today and see it as just barren | and.

What is not as easily seen is the magic

region of San Di ego County because that

of this

S

somet hing that has to be experienced. The scal e

of the current proposed project will overwhelm
our town. I f you think that a perimeter fence
with | andscaping will mask the sol ar panels and

rel ated equi pment, you've m ssed the poi
Jacumba.

We hi ke the peaks. We clinb t
boul ders. We will be | ooking down into
panel s. Not all open space needs to be
even if in the name of progress and the
good. The bal ance of negative space is
| mportant and something that's growi ng |

| ess in San Diego.

nt of

he

t he sol ar
filled,
gr eat er
equal ly

ess and

Jacumba Hot Springs is an asset to San

Di ego County. We are reasonabl e people

and we

are asking for respect for our community. l"min

support of the Equity for Jacunba Alternative

plan and I thank you for your considerat
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank

ma' am

i on.

you,
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SECRETARY: Okay, those are -- that
should be all in-person. Jessica, do we have any
speakers on the phone?

JESSI CA: There are two callers wi shing
to speak on this item

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Coul d we

proceed?

SECRETARY: Sure.

JESSI CA: 7844, please press star-six
to unnute your line, state your name for the

record, and begin your coment. 7844. 7844 |

believe is Katrina Wesley, if you would press

star-six to unnmute your |ine, please. Ms.
Wesl ey, if you are unable to unnute your I|ine,
pl ease hang up and call back in. Il will admt

you fromthe | obby and then won't mute you
automatically, so that may resolve the issue. Oh
KATRI NA WESLEY: Hel | 0?
JESSI CA: Yes, thank you. Pl ease
proceed. Ms. Wesley, if |I could ask you to nute

your view ng device, please and unnmute your

tel ephone. | apol ogize for the confusion.

That's star-six to unnmute the phone. | believe

that she'll be calling back in. W will move to
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8902. Please press star-six to unmute your |ine,
state your name for the record, and begin your
comments. 8902.

MAN 5: -- here today on behal f of
Cl eantech San Di ego in support of this project.
Cl eantech San Diego is a business organization
that we formed 14 years ago to support the
region's growing clean tech (sound drops). The
benefit of our (sound drops) about a $7.1 billion
| mpact on our regional econony.

Not only does this project before you
t oday support our renewable energy goals,
I ncludi ng those established by San Di ego
Community Power, who as you know, recently
approved the power purchase agreement for the
project, but it will also have a positive inmpact
on our regional economy. | urge you to support
this important project and continue to support
t he devel opment of renewabl e energy projects in
the San Di ego region for the benefit of our
economy and our environment. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Jessica are we
done?

JESSICA: To nmy knowl edge, that

concludes public comment with the exception of
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Katrina Wesl ey. | do think that she is calling
back in because | did see that she disconnect ed.
| would like to ask if there are any callers who
| have not called upon to press star-six to
unmute their |line and state their name as well as
I ndicate that they wish to provide comment.

To my knowl edge, all other callers are
with the applicant team

CHAl R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right.
Absent sonmebody interrupting --

KATRI NA WESLEY: Hel | o. l"m sorry.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: It's God's
will.

KATRI NA WESLEY: We're having some type
of phone issue. Should I re-nute?

JESSI CA: No. This is working. Pl ease
go ahead.

KATRI NA WESLEY: Okay. Well, my name
is Katrina Wesley and I'"m a San Di ego County
empl oyee and I'm also a member of the Jacunba Hot
Springs Sponsor Group and | just wanted to submt
my comments. In my opinion, to allow this
project of this size to go forward at its current
footprint would be devastating to the

environment, our community, and our goals for
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future growth. As it's stated in the FIER, there
are still significant unmtigable impacts to the
aesthetics and natural environment of our village
and the surroundi ng areas.

Unfortunately, all of these inpacts
have been overwritten on the principle that the
benefits will outweigh the risks to serve "the
greater good." This is being done at the risk to
our community, which will receive absolutely no
benefit. | know that was stated earlier and
that's -- I"mrestating that now.

Rat her, we are to be the sacrificial
| amb so that overly popul ated urban areas my
benefit fromthe environmentally destructive
technol ogy to reach our green goals. All through
our community sponsor group -- brought up
concerns regarding the effect of the possibility
of the photovoltaic heat island effect this
project may gener ate. | could not find anything
in the FEIR or the Planning Comm ssion's staff
recommendati ons that any research or mtigation
measures have been considered regarding this
| Ssue.

As it stands, San Diego County has been

and will continue to experience severe drought,
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temperatures throughout the western United States
has steadily risen to record-breaking

t emper atures. Our tenperatures in Jacumba al one
have soared to 111 degrees and it isn't even
August yet. Rai sing the ambi ent tenperature of
the area surrounding the solar farmw |l further
contribute to this continuing problemand it does
need to be properly addressed.

And anot her issue that is concerning is
that the project developer is so confident that
this project will be approved that it also
entered anot her energy purchase agreement prior
to the project approval.

And on the face, that appears to the
public disingenuous and it makes me believe
per haps the county or nost definitely BayWa are
not truly interested in the impact this project
will have on the community, but rather the energy
and financial goals they wish to meet.

And BayWa's statenment in the recent
"San Di ego Union Tribune" article that "Should
the county not move forward with this project,
it'll be a clear signal to industry that San
Di ego County isn't taking these goals seriously."

This statement speaks vol umes. I
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bel i eve at

communities and our

t his point

envi ronment

in time protecting our

Is a priority.

This -- you know, this project involves human

lives and there is way too many unanswer ed
within the FEIR

gquestions regarding this project

Itself and the PC report, so | am encouraging the

Pl anni ng Comm ssion to please vote no and deny

this project as presented and |
the Jacumba Equity Pl an.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:

KATRI NA WESLEY: - -
Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:
That concl ude al

JESSI CA: I

testi mony.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:
Counsel or,

Woul d you |Iike to approach?

SECRETARY: s there a time
okay.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS:
do it?

RYAN WATERMAN: Yeah
wi |l do. | will offer a few qui

believe that

am in support of

Thank you.

Jacumba Equity Pl an.

Thank you.

the public testinmony?

is all the

Al'l right.

gave you the opportunity to rebut.

l[imt or --

Three m nutes

t hree m nutes

ck points and
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then M. Fallon from BayWa will come and finish

it up and then we'll be avail able for questions

i f the Conmm ssioners have any.

The first point, a nunmber of speakers

have questi oned whether this project wil
decomm ssi oned at the end of 35 years.

|l i ke to refer -- assure you with is that
have to because the major use permt whi
provides a | and use entitlement will ter

At that point, if another use

| be

What 1'd
it owill

ch

m nat e.

was to be

proposed or this use was to be continued at that

point, a new | and use process would have to go

forward, a new entitlement would have to be

| ssued by the county, and a new CEQA process

woul d have to be conmpleted, so there's a lot -- |

mean, that process here took us four years.

There's a lot -- a process would have to be -- go

forward for that to happen, so as things stand

t oday, the project will be decomm ssioned.

One of the speakers also quest

i oned

whet her the zoning and general plan consistency

wer e adequately addressed in the FEIR or the
final EIR. | believe that they were. Also, the
maj or use permt includes a number of findings
with that regard. | f you have any concerns, |'m
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sure county counsel here as well can respond.

M. Mularney, with respect to the
glider group came and spoke and just wanted to
clarify that the actual corridor, the safe
| andi ng corridor is actually 2,200 feet |ong and
80 feet wide. It actually extends beyond the
safe landing zone, so |I'm not sure if that
matters for airport |and use consistency planning
processes, but just wanted to clarify that fact.

And then just very briefly, the heat
i sl and -- possible heat island effect is analyzed
and addressed in the response to comments in the
final EIR

And | guess as a wrap-up coment,
nobody's really mentioned climate change today,
but that's why we're all here. The fact that the
state is working towards a 100 percent cl ean
power goal by 2045 requires extraordinary action
on a number of levels. This is just one of them
l'"d like to invite M. Fallon up.

GEOFF FALLON: Thank you. | *'d just
| i ke to address a couple quick, conmments. So
one, in renewable energy devel opnment, it's often
typical for the power purchase agreement process

to go in parallel with the permtting process, so
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does -- it's a fact of the industry from someone
that's in it.

| would also |ike to address the idea
t hat a 300-acre solar farm could have 80
megawatts of power production. So we've
submtted a detailed response to the record about
the Equity for Jacumba Alternative. The --
included in that is analysis by a project
engi neer who's a |licensed professional engineer.

The main difference is between fixed

tilt and single axis tracker. This just turned
red. Can | respectfully request another two
m nut es?

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: How much time?

GEOFF FALLON: Three m nutes?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right.

GEOFF FALLON: Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Let's try and
wrap it up, though.

GEOFF FALLON: Yes. Yes, sir. So the
main difference is fixed tilt versus single axis
tracker. The Jacumba solar project is fixed tilt
and faces south. It doesn't move. The JVR
Energy Park project is single axis tracker. |t

runs north-south. It tracks the sun east-west.
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Whil e single axis trackers do use nore
acres per megawatt then fixed tilt, single axis
tracker is the most advanced and efficient
technol ogy for maxim zing renewabl e energy
generation, so the best tech -- this is the best
technol ogy avail able today for renewabl e energy
projects and this is why we're using it in this
project to help meet the county's objectives and
to maxi m ze clean, reliable |ocal energy.

| would also like to say the Equity for
Jacumba Alternative didn't analyze or mention the
fact that to connect to the ECO Substation would
take an approximately 3-mle gen tie line and the
associ ated biological cultural aesthetics inpacts
associated with that connecti on.

Lastly, | would just like to say that
| mprovements to the Jacunba Park through the
community alternative -- or the community
benefits package that we've agreed to would be
utilized. The i mprovement of the park, the
services district has a menu of options that they
proposed. There are options in there that woul d
I mprove the park that |'m sure menbers of the
| ocal community who aren't speaking here today

woul d use and find val ue to.
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And then | guess | would just concl ude
with the fact that one, we continue to think that
this solar farm the proposed project and the
redevel opment and revitalization of the spa and
busi nesses in town are not nutually exclusive and
that there's a way that we can continue to work
with the community and offer benefits to them and
tal k through that, whether it's more park
| mprovements or other ideas that we're | ooking
for, instead of cutting our project in half and
we continue to be open to that conversation and
willing to have that. And that's what 1'd |ike
to conclude with. Thank you very much.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Commi ssi oner s,

t hat concl udes public testinony. Did anybody
have any questions for the applicant or for
anybody? |I'm sorry, go ahead, comm ssioner.
Sur e.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: The

property is going to be inproved, and so I'm
assum ng your budget -- operating budget includes
a line itemfor property taxes -- property tax
payment and |'d just |like to ask you, the

| mprovements -- the solar panels are not --

they're not considered a fixed improvenent,
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right, so they're treated |i ke personal property
or -- that may not be something that you get
i nto.

GEOFF FALLON: | don't know the answer
right off the top of nmy head.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: But you
are doing -- you are doing fixed improvements to
the property?

GEOFF FALLON: Correct.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: And those
will be taxed at whatever the, you know, val ues
are in --

GEOFF FALLON: Correct.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: -- 2021.
Okay, thank you.

GEOFF FALLON: The project will
I ncrease the property tax basis.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Do you
know roughly how much, if you had to guess?

GEOFF FALLON: | don't. " m sorry.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Okay.

GEOFF FALLON: Al'l right, thank you.

CHAI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: Comm ssi oners,
did you have more questions? Sir, | have a

coupl e of questions for you that were raised
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during the public testinmony. |*ve heard several
times that you're not providing any backup power
for the town. Number one, is that so, and nunber
two, is that because the interconnect 1S
unf easi bl e?

GEOFF FALLON: Correct. So our project
I nterconnects the 138 kV transm ssion |ine.
that's where we applied probably three or four
years ago to connect with San Di ego Gas and
El ectric and the (indiscernible), and so we have
no ot her approved, studied, viable point of
I nterconnection for this project and -- yeah, so
we don't have -- the project does not connect at
distribution |evel, which is where homes get
their power from

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay. Second

guestion | had and perhaps this is directed to

counsel . |*ve heard of two other issues. The
first was dust and the second was noi se. | got
the i mpression that these panels are |like the

ones you see off Interstate 8 in the | nmperi al
Val |l ey that actually nmove as the day goes on and
one gentleman said that he would be constantly
hearing drones of noise and buzzing and that kind

of stuff. Could you comment on that, please?
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GEOFF FALLON: MWhat | would say is that
we -- the equi pment has been placed and the noise
I mpact studied extensively in the EIR and there's
county noise ordinances that we have to comply
with and will comply with in our design and
operation of the facility.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay. The
second issue | just to touch on with you is the
dust. We -- | also own a home in Borrego Springs
and we have several of these out there which do
not connect to Borrego's power grid also, but
It's probably different topography, but when the
wi nd bl ows out there, these projects create huge
dust storms because the compani es scrape what's
on the desert fl oor.

| understood yours is going to be
hydr oseeded. Is that -- | assume without knowi ng
that that's to help control the dust and dirt
flying around?

GEOFF FALLON: That's correct. As a
condition of our major use permt, we wl
revegetate and use hydroseed to make that
effective and it's a condition to maintain that
as wel .

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: | | earned a
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|l ong time ago the only stupid question is the
unasked one, so that's going to require
irrigation, | take it?

GEOFF FALLON: That's correct.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay. Counsel ,
| don't know if this is directed to you or to
staff, but I've heard three times about the
panel s increasing the tenperature of the air
around the town and that there was a heat island
I ssue, so | don't know who can comment on that
for ne. What was the result of the CEQA
I nvestigation into those issues?

NI CHOLOUS KOUTOUFI DI S: Chair Edwards,
the photovoltaic heat island effect is simlar to
an urban heat island effect which occurs when the
-- when cities replace natural |and cover with
pavement or buil dings and other surfaces that
absorb or retain heat and contribute to higher
temperatures as conpared to undevel oped areas and
the photovoltaic heat island effect would
di ssi pate over a certain distance.

G ven that they're -- staff determ ned
that there's no evidence that there's any
possi ble -- that any possible increase in

temperature would significantly impact human
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health or environment.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: All right,

t hank you. Comm ssi oners, those were ny
guestions. Do we have any questions from ot her
Comm ssioners? |f not, the public hearing,
sai d, was cl osed. s there a notion to be
entertained, Comm ssioners?

Go ahead, comm ssioner Barnhart.

COMMI SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Wel |,
as | previously stated, | live along the coast,
but | am energy i ndependent. My four-and-a-half
acres, which includes a sizeable home, ny
electric bill is like $15 a month and that's only
because they charge me a stipend to connect. So
| don't need the energy. | guess you can make
t he argument that everyone along the coast, if
t hey needed electricity, could do the same thing
| did.

Get out your wallet and pay for it, and
not i nconveni ence anyone. And | know a | ot of
peopl e, probably Chris, thinks, you know, Doug
has built a |lot of things in this area, and |
have, but 1'd like to think that nost of the
things | built, schools, fire stations, police

stations, and now | design and build medi cal
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facilities and everything else, fit right in
those communities and are normally consi dered
benefici al .

| understand we -- elections have
consequences and we were energy independent and
maybe we will still be; who knows. And there is
a movement to transfer from fossil fuel
generation to other sources of powering our
energy and | don't think that's the argument here
because no one, even the people fromthe town,
seemto grasp that concept that we're -- that the
country is in a transition mode and we're
certainly aware of that.

The problem | have with the project is
that it is literally got its hands around the
city's neck because it blocks their access for
any kind of growth, any kind of novement in that
area, and when | drive west, | see a awful | ot of
| and out there, and adm ttedly, maybe that's | and
that the applicant doesn?t own and maybe that's
| and where there isn't the transm ssion
facilities and all of that.

But it's going to be a shock to

everyone, but I'm going to make a notion to deny
the project. You know, | just -- |I'mjust not
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t here. | just don't believe that these batteries

are going to be recycl ed.

| just -- with all due respect sir, you
may be right and then |I'm probably wrong on it,
but boy, | know when | throw away ny batteries

and everything else, it seens to be a hard thing
to get rid of, so I"'mjust -- I'"mjust worried
about what's going to happen when my grandsons
are out doing things in the future years and if
some of this stuff comes back and creates sone
uni nt ended consequences.

So I'"'m going to make a notion that we
deny this.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: So we have a

motion by Conmm ssioner Barnhart to deny the

proj ect. Ladi es and gentlemen, do we have a
second?

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: 111 make
the motion to second that. | have some remarks
l'"d ike to make. We can wait until we go

t hrough this process.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay, so we
have a motion and a second to the motion.
Di scussi on?

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Thank you,
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M. Chair. | appreciate what my coll eague

Comm ssi oner Barnhart has brought up. | have
some ot her concerns. |*"mvery famliar with
Jacumba Hot Springs. When |I first came out here,

| traveled east on O d Hi ghway 80 a nunber of
times. |"ve been up in Valley of the Sun which
I's on BLM | and. It's not -- it's in the

wi | derness near by.

| heard a canyon wren up there. You
know where you hear canyon wrens? You hear them
in Arizona. You never hear them in San Di ego
County. Now, that's not in the area that's being
| mpacted by this, but of course, we went over
some ot her species as well, tri-colored
bl ackbi rds which we actually used to have here in
San Di ego. You can't find them here anynore.

You can find themin your community and in those
areas that are protected.

You have a couple of areas nearhby
there, including the extension Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park. You have a BLM area that is
actually listed as an area of critical
environmental concern. | mentioned the gol den
eagle and | mentioned a number of other bird

speci es.
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Look -- and the gentleman who is the
aviator nmentioned this as well. You know, when
you're high up and you're | ooking down on this,

not only are you dealing with a heat island

| ssue, but, you know, to birds, this |looks |like a
| ake. Well, you can only imagi ne what happens
when birds make contact with that. And we don't

need to tal k about that here, but that's a
concern.

Let me just say, this is difficult. I
was one of the primary | eaders on pushing for
community choi ce aggregati on. | still believe

there are opportunities for solar farms in areas

of the county. | have sol ar panels on my house,
but not everyone can afford to do that. So this
s of concern. | think we can agree that not all

areas are made equal for this.

The community menbers who | appreciate
com ng out here today, patiently waiting to
speak, the people who spoke on the phone. I
appreciate their concerns. | appreciate all the
work that's been done today. Let me just also
add that the community of Jacunba has been
| mpacted by the border wall construction, which

wasn't even three years ago.
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There are light issues there that are
affecting Jacunba currently and that is a project
t hat consi derably nodified the area around
Jacumba along to the south. That alone has been
an extraordi nary change for that comunity and we
have not addressed that today.

Sunrise Powerlink, | realize, runs
t hrough there. When we were initially pitched
t he Sunrise Powerlink, the idea was it was going
to bring geothermal energy from Inperial County.
| believe some of that is being accessed, but |
think we could wind up using nore of that, so |
appreci ate the considerations that have been made
for species.

There's a |l ot of good things in this
project, quite frankly, that could be replicated
in other locales, but |I will regretfully second
the motion. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you. Any
ot her comments, | adies and gentlemen? Yes,
Comm ssi oner Hitzke.

COMM SSI ONER Gl NGER HI TZKE: Thank you

for the opportunity to make a comment. | just

wanted to note some things, because some -- for

some folks, this -- it may be the first time
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you' ve ever been to a Planning Comm ssion

meeting. It may be the |ast time. It may be a
time -- you m ght becom ng an activist now
knowi ng t hat. | encourage that.

And today, we are going to make a
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, so
that's the final stop. W're just one stop on
this, so you've got some time between now and
then to do some other things. But even before |
speak to that, there's discussion of, you know,
potential residential devel opment opportunity in
your community and funny thing, |ast meeting we
tal ked about it?

Yeah, | don't think that's going to
happen because if you were listening to the | ast
Pl anni ng Comm ssion meeting, we tal ked about this
thing called vehicle mles traveled, which is
going to make it impossible to devel op new honmes
in a town |ike Jacumba.

So just know that's kind of one of the
t hings that we | ook at when we sit up here. W
get all kinds of information about all over the
county, and so when we make our decisions, we're
maki ng that based on a | ot of information that we

receive on other days that have nothing to do
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wi th your project.

But one thing I want to -- trying to
think of these community benefits and, you know,
if this project is ultimately approved by the
Board of Supervisors, you know, there's an
opportunity for the community prior to that
approval to negotiate. And one of the things, it
| ooks like there's a |lot of attorneys and it
| ooks |like | egal fees are going to be spent on
both sides and I think that's | ooking at spending
it on people who are litigators specializing in
CEQA and those are particularly high hourly
billing rates, so | think there are some very
hi gh | egal fees that are being considered being
used here and it m ght be put to a better use to
negoti ate some | arger community benefits.

So for instance -- just saying. ' m
mot gi ving advi ce. "m just noting that
California has the Enhanced Infrastructure
Financing District and perhaps the applicant
could want to condition their own project to
creating one of those. Then that creates a
really long income stream based on the property
taxes of the project area and so that's sonmething

where your property taxes get to be kept in your
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community and don't have to be shared.

And so, you know, there's time to
negotiate in between and | would encourage you to
use all of the |egal power that you have to cone
up with really creative solutions in the event
that the Board of Supervisors does, in fact,
ultimately approve this project even if we vote
to deny it today. Thank you.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,
comm ssioner. Any other --

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: M.
Chai r man?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes,
Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: Thank you.
Thank you, M. Chairmn. | certainly appreciate
the comments of all the three Comm ssioners who
just spoke. |"d like to speak to Comm ssioner
Barnhart's point that it'd be great if everybody
could do their own solar panels on their roof,
but not everybody is a wealthy individual or has
a single-famly home. They live in apartments.

And as Comm ssioner Hitzke just pointed
out, there are no more devel opments outside the

urban core of San Di ego, which means everybody
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lives, if they don't already have a house, will
in the future live in an apartment downtown and

t hey don't have the opportunity to have sol ar for
i ndi vi dual wunits.

There may be solar on the project, but
bet ween apartments and commerci al uses, we do
have a huge need for renewable energy and | know
there's gl obal warm ng that needs to be
consi dered and these overriding environment al
concerns that require facilities |like this.

So I think those issues need to be
considered in |looking at this project. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: M.

Chai rman?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you --
t hank you. Comm ssi oner Cal vo.

COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: Yes, | had
a question for the applicant. Would they be open
to the alternative that the community is -- spoke
of ?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Woul d you Ii ke
to address that?

GEOFF FALLON: We believe the

alternative isn't feasible for us.
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CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: It's not
f easi bl e.
GEOFF FALLON: It's not feasible.
CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Okay.
COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: Okay.
CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: No nore
comments -- Comm ssioner Ashman.
COMM SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: Yeah, if
m ght, | just want to inject into this

conversati on because this is about | and use and

pl anni ng. | s Jacunba on the general plan and the

community plan? |Is it designated as a village?
NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Yes.
COMM SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: And does

this facility -- | don't want to use the word

I ntrude, but does it overlap the village area?
NI CHOLAS KOUTOUFI DI S: Comm ssi oner

Ashman t hrough the chair, it does.

COMM SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: Thank you.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Anyt hi ng
further? This is a difficult one for all of us,
fol ks, because we're under mandates fromthe
State of California on renewable energy and |I'm
very famliar with your community. As a matter

of fact, | just had to litigate a | ot on Seely
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that | traced back to the original grant deed in
1923, which was made by a former mayor of San
Di ego who was one of the original specul ators
here, so |I'm aware of the influence of the
| mperial Valley on the devel opment of the town
and what happened to it once it was bypassed by
the freeway.

So I'"'minterested in what happens there
and how it would be best devel oped. As
Comm ssioner Hitzke and others have told you,
because of the vehicle mles traveled, you're not
going to have residential devel opment, peri od.
That | eads us to the highest and best use of what
Is there and obviously, it's flat |land with 435
acres dedicated in perpetuity to open space and
of the 1,356 total acres, the solar panels wil
cover 623, so while it may not be the popul ar
decision, | feel that under the circumstances
with the mandates of the state, that | have no
alternative but to oppose the nmotion because |I do
think that |'ve gone through this in Borrego
Springs before and I can tell you that the demand
for clean energy is very, very high and
unfortunately, this is an area that seens to be

very well suited for it.
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| do have concerns about the disposal
of the lithium batteries and others, but in this
situation where you have to weigh the pros and
the cons, you have to think about |ong term what
wi |l happen 35 years from now. You know, we may
not be breathing oxygen. We may be incorporeal,
so |'"m going to oppose the nmotion and with that,

I f there are no further comments, Madam
Secretary, could you go ahead and -- oh, yes,
Comm ssi oner Ashman.

COMM SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: if | could
make just one | ast coment. " m not going to
support the motion that's been put forward
either. W are supplied with a copy of the
Equity for Jacunmba Alternative and when | | ook at
the two proposals and what the staff is
recommendi ng to us, there is -- | have to concur
with my fellow comm ssioner. There is room for
some adjustments that would make this thing very
appeal able -- or appealing, excuse me, with what
| would think would be some m nor adjustments.

And you have an opportunity. We are a
recommendi ng body to the Board of Supervisors and
you have some opportunity to sit down with the

applicant and perhaps deal with the buffer zones
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to the village area. And it's something | would
encourage both sides to | ook into and dial og and
-- in the spirit of comprom se.

But | can't support just dism ssing the
work that's been done and the information that's
been compil ed and provided and the
recommendati ons of the county professional staff.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you,

Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Barnhart wants to
have the | ast word, so we'll give it to him
COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: | want

to rem nd everybody, of all the Comm ssioners, |
was probably the most adamantly opposed to this
vehicle mles routine we're on because it's doing
exactly what | thought it would do. lt's going
to prevent the building of affordable housing out
in the out country.

It's going to push people into

apartments, crowding, and all of those kinds of

probl ems. | said it before; I'lIl say it again.
You know, | don't hold those positions in
gover nment . | think it is wong and never

underestimate the impact of a resounding no. And
so part of my opposition to this project, | am

for clean energy and renewabl e and all of that
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sort of stuff, but some of it is a huge protest
vote on kind of what's going on and if you don't
stand up shame on you.

El ecti ons have consequences and if we
don't |like the way the direction is, we should be
doing something else and I"'m-- and I'm there, so
|l et's go ahead and have the vote and nove on.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Thank you.
Comm ssi oner Pallinger, did you want to have a --
| see your hand's up or perhaps that's from
before?

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: That was
from before. Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Comm ssi oner
Cal vo, is that from before?

COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: That was

from before, but | do want to make a coment as
wel | . | -- as you stated, it is a difficult
deci sion and -- but | do echo the sentiments that

were shared by Chairman Edwards and Comm ssioner
Ashman. You know, just the way that the policy
Is now, it'll be very difficult if not impossible
to develop that | and and we do have mandates t hat
have to be adhered to by the state, so for that

reason | would not support the motion either.
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CHAlI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: All right.
Everybody's had their say, | adies and gentl emen.
Madam Secretary, could you please call the vote?

SECRETARY: Okay. Pl ease wait until
your name is called to vote. Commi ssi oner
Ashman.

COMMI SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Barnhart.

COMMI SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART: Yes.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Cal vo.

COMMI SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVOC: No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssioner -- or Chair
Edwar ds.

CHAlI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssioner Hitzke.

COMMI SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Hough.

COMMI SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: Yes.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: No.

SECRETARY: Okay, let the record show
the motion has not passed.

CHAI R Ml CHAEL EDWARDS: So, | adies and
gentl emen - -

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: Mr .
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Chai rman? M. Chairman?

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes,
Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | can see where this is going and
| wonder if there's a point of conmprom se that we
woul d maybe work with the applicant to go back to
the community and see if there's any other
alternatives or any other tweaks they could do to
this and bring it back to us in 30 days, if that
m ght be an option. l"d like to hear fromthe
applicant to see if they'd be willing to do that
or if they want a decision today.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Counselor, do
you want to address that or -- M. Brown?

CHRI S BROWN: This is Chris Brown.

Yeah, | think we would |ike a decision today. W
will continue and you have my word as well as the
word of the BayWa team we'll continue to work

with the community on community benefits and
community attri butes that we can contribute to.
We certainly will do that and you have my word of
t hat .

As far as the changing the footprint of

the project or trying to | ook for other
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alternatives with regards to the generation of
the megawatts, et cetera, that's going to be very
difficult and we'd prefer to go to the board, and
bet ween now and the board's expected date
sometime in August, we would be working with the
community to do whatever we possibly could, but
we' d appreciate --

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: M. Brown,
you're saying there are benefits that you could
bring to the community, but there's no
negoti ation on the footprint of the project?

CHRI S BROWN: That's correct, M.

Pal |l i nger. The benefits package, we woul d
continue to work with the community on. W are
wor ki ng on a couple of things now, but as far as
the footprint goes and the technol ogy based on
that, we would like to go with the -- if the
comm ssion so chooses, the Community Buffer
Alternative that staff is proposing that -- and
staff recommended for you.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: All right,

t hank you.

CHRI' S BROWN: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: M.
Chairman, |'Il make a motion that we approve the
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project in accordance with staff recommendati on
with the recommendation to the applicant that

t hey go back and work with the community to see
what benefits that they could bring to the
community to help nmove this project forward prior
to going to the Board of Supervisors.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Al'l right, we
have a motion. Do we have a second?

COMMI SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: [0
second it.

CHAIR M CHAEL EDWARDS: It's been moved
and seconded that -- by Comm ssioner Ashman t hat
we approve this on staff recommendati ons as
written in the staff recommendati ons that we
have. |s there any further discussion? If not,
Madam Secretary could you please call the vote
and just to recap, it's for staff recommendati on
to approve the project.

SECRETARY: Okay, please wait until
your name is called to vote. Commi ssi oner
Ashman.

COMM SSI ONER RONALD ASHMAN: Yes.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Barnhart.

COMM SSI ONER DOUGLAS BARNHART:  No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssioner Cal vo.
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COMM SSI ONER YOLANDA CALVO: Yes.

SECRETARY: Chair Edwards.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes.

SECRETARY: Conmm ssioner Hitzke.

COMM SSI ONER GI NGER HI TZKE: Yes.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Hough.

COMM SSI ONER TOMMY HOUGH: No.

SECRETARY: Comm ssi oner Pallinger.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: Yes.

SECRETARY: Okay, let the record show
t hat the notion passes.

CHAI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: We have five in
favor and two opposed, | adies and gentl emen. The
project is approved per staff recommendati on.

VI CE CHAI R DAVI D PALLI NGER: M.
Chairman, | just want to reiterate that we made
al so a recommendati on that the applicant work in
very good faith with this comunity to address
some of their concerns.

CHAlI R M CHAEL EDWARDS: Yes, and |
think that that message has been sent and |
believe it's received |oud and clear. All right,
| adi es and gentlemen. We go now to department's

report chair.
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