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Response to Comment Letter I40 

Donna and Ed Tisdale, and family 

March 2, 2014 

I40-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not 

raise a significant environmental issue. This comment 

letter will be provided in the FEIR for consideration 

by the decision makers.  
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I40-2 Potential impacts to biological resources, including 

impacts related to the removal of vegetation, were 

considered and addressed in Section 2.3, Biological 

Resources, of the Draft Program Environmental 

Impact Report (DPEIR). Potential impacts related to 

air pollution and dust were considered and addressed 

in Section 2.2, Air Quality, of the DPEIR. Refer to 

responses to comments C2-82 through C2-84 

regarding carbon sequestration.    

I40-3 Potential impacts to groundwater resources, including 

impacts to the aquifer and the potential for well 

drawdown, were considered and addressed in Section 

3.1.5.3.4, Groundwater Resources, of the DPEIR. 

Potential impacts to groundwater-dependent vegetation, 

including oaks (Quercus sp.), were addressed in Section 

2.3, Biological Resources, of the DPEIR. Potential 

impacts related to scenic views were considered and 

addressed in Section 2.1, Aesthetics, of the DPEIR. Also 

see response to comments O10-23, I38-3, and I66-2.  

I40-4 This comment addresses road impacts resulting from 

heavy equipment and vehicle use during construction 

and describes existing features along Tierra del Sol 

Road. Impacts to roadway operations and potential 

conflicts between construction and local traffic during 

construction of the Tierra del Sol solar farm are 

discussed in Section 3.1.8, Transportation and Traffic, 

of the DPEIR. In addition, please refer to common 
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response TRAF1, which addresses maintenance of 

Proposed Project area roads in regard to the potential 

for degradation of road quality.  

I40-5 This comment does not raise specific issues related to 

the Proposed Project or the adequacy of the 

environmental analysis in the DPEIR; therefore, no 

additional response is provided or required. 

I40-6 Potential impacts related to glare were considered and 

addressed in the DPEIR (see Section 2.1, Aesthetics). 

This comment raises concerns regarding property 

values. This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR 

since it is not related to environmental impacts (see 14 

CCR 15131). However, this type of information can 

be presented to decision makers for their consideration 

during the hearing process for the Proposed Project. 

I40-7 The comment provides no substantiation of who 

provided the statements regarding firefighting during 

the Shockey Fire, or what responding fire agency was 

involved. Regardless, the fire behavior indicated in the 

comment is consistent with fire behavior modeled to 

occur in native fuels adjacent to the site. The proposed 

Tierra del Sol solar farm site has been planned to 

include setbacks based on fire behavior modeling. It 

should be clarified that the flame lengths of 60 feet can 

occur as pockets of heavier fuels are consumed and 

driven by wind. The average flame length in this area 

would be closer to 40 feet, with some areas producing 
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lower flame lengths, and some areas higher. Further,  

Fire Agencies Having Jurisdiction have indicated that 

with acceptance of the project’s Fire Protection Plan 

and with the proposed fire protection features and 

additional resources provided through the  fire and 

emergency service protection agreement fair-share 

funding (PDF-PS-1) and developer agreement, that 

fire facilities will be adequate to serve the Proposed 

Project (County of San Diego 2014a, 2014b). It must 

be noted that if the Proposed Project is constructed, 

with its non-combustible CPV trackers and managed 

fuel modification, it is reasonable to expect that fire 

spread would be much slower, fire intensity would be 

much lower, and the fire more easily controlled. The 

Proposed Project would be expected to act as a fuel 

break through the removal of high British thermal unit 

(BTU) fuels and replacement with low-BTU, managed 

and maintained fuels beneath the CPV trackers. 

I40-8 Potential impacts to wildlife and vegetation were 

considered and addressed in the DPEIR (see Section 

2.3, Biological Resources). Potential impacts related to 

fire hazard were considered and addressed in the 

DPEIR (see Section 3.1.4, Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials). Potential impacts related to glare, scenic 

views, and changes in the visual character of the 

Proposed Project site were considered and addressed 

in the DPEIR (see Section 2.1, Aesthetics).  
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The County acknowledges the commenter’s 

opposition to the Proposed Project. The information in 

this comment will be provided in the Final Program 

Environmental Impact Report for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 

References 

14 CCR 15000–15387 and Appendices A–L. Guidelines for 

Implementation of the California Environmental Quality 

Act, as amended. 

County of San Diego. 2014a. Project Facility Availability Form 

(Fire) for Rugged Solar LLC solar farm. October 23, 

2014.  

County of San Diego. 2014b. Project Facility Availability Form 

(Fire) for Tierra del Sol Solar Farm LLC solar farm. 

October 23, 2014.  
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