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Response to Comment Letter O9 

Backcountry Against Dumps 

Donna Tisdale 

March 1, 2014 

O9-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not raise 
an environmental issue for which a response is required.  

O9-2 The commenter asserts that a brochure located on the 
Project applicants’ website makes false claims about 
the applicants’ concentrator photovoltaic (CPV)  
technology, and points to other parts of the applicants’ 
website to support the assertion. Neither the 
applicants’ brochure nor the other citations to the 
applicants’ website raise environmental issues 
concerning the DPEIR.  The DPEIR analyzes the 
Proposed Project and site-specific impacts related to 
grading, vegetation and wildlife, use of soil binders, 
agriculture, glare, and water use for construction and 
operations.  Any statements made in general 
publications of the applicants, or in publications 
related to other projects, are not relevant to the 
Proposed Projects or the project and site-specific 
analysis conducted in the DPEIR. The comment does 
not demonstrate how general information published on 
the Project’s technology undermines the County’s 
evaluation of the Proposed Project. Accordingly, no 
further response can be provided. However, the 
comment is acknowledged and will be included in the 
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Final Program Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) 
for review and consideration by the decision makers.   

O9-3 The comment letter and attachments will be included 
in the FPEIR for review and consideration by the 
decision makers as requested by the commenter.  
Related to the use of distributed generation as an 
alternative, please refer to the response to comment 
O10-102 and ALT2. 
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O9-4  The East County Magazine article dated March 1 and 
attached to the comment  letter is  noted. Comments 
regarding the moratorium on solar projects in San 
Bernardino County do not concern or relate to the 
adequacy of the analysis included in the DPEIR and as 
such , no response is required. However, it should be 
noted that the DPEIR analyzes potential impacts 
associated with new sources of project-generated glare 
and concludes that  despite the implementation of 
mitigation and project design features, glare impacts 
would be significant and unmitigable (see DEPIR 
Section  2.1.3.3, Light and Glare). Comments 
regarding claims made in brochures produced by 
Soitec also do not concern the adequacy of the 
environmental analysis included in the PEIR but it 
should be noted that the FPEIR discloses the 
anticipated cut and fill quantities associated with 
development of the Tierra del Sol and Rugged solar 
farm sites (see FPEIR page 1.0-13). In addition, the 
anticipated construction and operational water 
demands associated with the Proposed Project are 
described in Chapter 1.0, Project Description of the 
FPEIR and potential impacts to biological resources 
are described in Chapter 2.3, Biological Resources. 
The referenced fact sheets are noted but do not 
concern the adequacy of the environmental analysis 
included in the DPEIR and therefore, no additional 
response is required or provided. Please refer to 
responses to comments C2-68 and I106-1 regarding 
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Patrick Brown’s employment with Soitec. Please refer 
to common response WR1 regarding construction and 
operational water demand estimates included in the 
DPEIR and necessary revisions made in the FPEIR.  
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