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WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE???

• A pattern of abusive and 

coercive behaviors, including 

physical, sexual, and 

psychological attacks and 

economic coercion that adults 

or adolescents use against 

their intimate partner.
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TYPES OF ABUSE

• Intimidation

• Emotional

• Isolation

• Minimizing, Denying, Blaming

• Use of Children

• Privilege

• Economic abuse

• Coercion and threats

• Physical
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS…

• Purposeful behavior to achieve compliance & 
control.

• A learned behavior.

• Voluntary-the perpetrator has control of 
his/her actions.  They know when, where, and 
how….

• Reinforced by society.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MYTHS

• Illness

• Alcohol & Drugs

• Anger or Stress

• Brought on by Victim’s behavior
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ODARA RISK ASSESSMENT

• 13 questions-highly predictive of future 

violence

• Identifies risk of future assault

• Validated for male and female 

offenders

• Can be used to determine higher levels 

of violence to lethality
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TATIANA TARASOFF VS. BOARD OF 
REGENTS OF UNIVERSITY OF CA

• October 27, 1969:  Tarasoff was stabbed 

17 times and killed by Prosenjit Poddar, 

a foreign exchange student at University 

of California, Berkeley.

• Tarasoff Act

• WE have a duty to protect!
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CASE EXAMPLE:

• You and your partner are on your way to book in a PRCS offender into county jail for 

violating a restraining order.  During the drive, you hear your offender state he wants 

to “kill” his ex-wife.  Discuss the steps you would take after hearing this information.  
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CHILD ABUSE

• PC11165.2:  

• General neglect:  failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or 

supervision to a minor in their care.

• Severe Neglect:  negligent failure to protect child from severe malnutrition or 

medically diagnosed nonorganic failure to thrive.  Willfully causes or permits the 

health of the child to be placed in a situation where they are endangered.  
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PHYSICAL ABUSE

• PC11165.4:  Person “willfully” inflicts 

upon any child any cruel or inhuman 

corporal punishment or injury resulting 

in a traumatic condition.
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INDICATORS OF CHILD ABUSE

• bite marks 

• unusual bruises 

• lacerations 

• burns 

• high incidence of accidents or frequent 
injuries 

• fractures in unusual places 

• injuries, swellings to face and extremities 

• discoloration of skin
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CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

• PC11165.1: 

• Sexual Abuse in violation of:

• PC261 (Rape)

• PC261.5(d) (Statutory Rape)

• PC264.1 (Rape in Concert)

• PC285 (Incest)

• PC286 (Sodomy)

• PC288(a), PC288(b), PC288(c)(1) Lewd lascivious acts upon child

• PC288a-(Oral Copulation)

• PC289 (Sexual Penetration)

• PC647.6 (Child Molestation)
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SEXUAL ABUSE INDICATORS

• Inappropriate interest in or knowledge 
of sexual acts 

• Seductiveness 

• Avoidance of things related to sexuality, 
or rejection of own genitals or body

• Either over compliance or excessive 
aggression

• Fear of a particular person or family 
member
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MANDATED REPORTS

• PC11165.7(34):  Defines mandated report as:

• Any employee of any police agency, county sheriff’s department, county probation 

department, or county welfare department.

• How to report:

• http://ag.ca.gov/childabuse/pdf/ss

• Phone:  (858) 560-2191

• Fax written report within 36 hours. (858) 694-5240 or 5241.  (8-5 pm)
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SCENARIO

• You are working in the institution when a new detainee is booked into juvenile hall.  

While you are speaking with the youth, you notice several bruises on her right arm.  

The injuries appear to be recent as the bruising is very  noticeable and large.  When 

you ask her how she got them, she mentions her step-father but then quickly tells you 

she fell off her bike.  You believe she may be a victim of child abuse.  With this 

information, fill out the child abuse reporting form.  
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ELDER & DEPENDENT ABUSE

• Any knowing, intentional, or negligent 
act by a caregiver or any other person 
that causes harm or a serious risk of 
harm to a vulnerable adult.

• PC368 

• The legislature finds and declares that 
crimes against elders and dependent 
adults are deserving of special 
consideration and protection… because 
they are less able to protect themselves.
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WARNING SIGNS

• Bruises, pressure marks, broken bones, abrasions, and burns

• Unexplained withdrawal from normal activities, a sudden change in alertness, and 

unusual depression

• Sudden changes in financial situations 

• Bedsores, unattended medical needs, poor hygiene, and unusual weight loss 

• Strained or tense relationships (caregiver)
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HOW TO REPORT

• Call Adult Protective Services at (800) 510-2020 immediately 
to report it, and

• File a written report SOC 341 form, within 48 hours
• Fax to: (858) 495-5247

• To report concerns in licensed facilities, including suspected 
abuse, contact the Long-term Care Ombudsman office at 

(800) 640-4661
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SCENARIO 2

• You arrive at your probationer’s 

residence when you encounter his 

grandmother.  She looks extremely ill, 

frail, and smells badly.  When you ask 

your probationer about her, he quickly 

changes the subject and tells  you she 

always looks like that.  With this 

information, complete an APS report.  
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WHAT CAN WE DO????
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